




SELECTIONS FROM 


EARLY MIDDLE ENGLISH 

1 130- 1250 

EDITED WITH INTRODUCTIONS AND NOTES 

av 

JOSEPH HALL 

M.A., Hon. D.Litt., Durham University 

PART I: TEXTS 


OXFORD 

AT THE CLARENDON PRESS 



Oxford University Press, Amen House, London E.C.4 

GLASGOW NEW YORK TORONTO MELBOURNE WELLINGTON 
BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS KARACHI CAPE TOWN IBADAN 

Geoffrey Cumberlege, Publisher to the University 


FIRST EDITION 1920 

REPRINTED LITHOGRAPHICALLY IN GREAT BRITAIN 
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS, OXFORD, 1949, 1953 
FROM SHEETS OF THE FIRST EDITION 



PREFACE 


Some of the texts in this book have already appeared 
in the Specimens of Early English edited by the Rev. 
Richard Morris. But Nos. i, d, iv, vii, xiii and xv are 
new, the important shorter pieces, Nos. vi, viii, xvi, xviii, 
xxi and xxiii, are printed in full, and some, as Nos. viii 
and ix, are taken from additional or better manuscripts. 
The pieces are arranged tentatively in what appears to 
be the chronological order cf their composition, but 
Nos. xix and xvii should have come before the \nc. me 
Wisse, and No. vii has been placed next to the Proverbs 
of Alfred, from which it appears to be derived. It is 
hoped that those who study the older book will find in 
the present one a useful supplement. 

The texts follow the manuscripts in all details. The 
syntax being comparatively simple, there is not much to 
be gained by modern punctuation, and that of the manu- 
scripts has gained a fresh importance from theories which 
have been founded upon it. Where obvious mistakes 
have been corrected in the text, notice is always given 
in the footnotes. Additions are made within square 
brackets, and interlineations are printed between accents. 

My best thanks are due tc the custodians of the 
libraries * for the facilities which with uniform kindness 
they extended to me in the collation of the manuscripts. 


Woodstock, 

Ja?iuary > 1920. 


J. PI. 
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CORRIGENDA 


i/i 7 [nu beof>] 

2/30 [feijje 
Il/l /;urh MS kurh 
12/15 alisendnesse 
14/58 fi lio 
17/162 d escendi 
83/32 For siam pro read v^- 
timenta prosternebant 
85/79 s^cla 

87/161 Omit words in brackets 
150/16 J)at 


152/57 wit 
1 54/104 bysemar 
160/183 nyht 
160/185 vych 
160/191 quab 
166/289 In footnote, pule 
167/289 In footnote, pule 
167/310 eue 
168/336 Mureh|>e ilyche 
168/339 

221/248 iheed jor ihee[r]d 



1. WORCESTER FRAGMENTS 


A. SlCl T T Oues absque Fastorf 

r O ltfwc/j/s beda was iboren her on brcolene mid us * [f. 63 r 

[OJ 3 he wisliche fwriten] awende 
f J>eo englisc leoden }>urh wcren ilerde * 

3 he J>eo c[not]ten umvreih * J>e questiuns holcj? * 

J>a derne di^elnesse • J>e de|or]wurJ>e is * 5 

adfric abbod J>e we alquin hote]? * 
he was bocare * 3 J>e [fif] bee wende * 

Genesis * Exodus * Vtronomius • Numerus • Leuiticus * 

Jijurh; ]?eos weren ilxrde ure leoden * on englisc * 

J>et weren J^eos biscop f L es J^eo 1 bodeden cristendom 10 

wilfrid of i?ipum • Johan of beoferlai * CuJ>b[ert] of Dunholme * 
Oswald of wireceastre * Egwin of heoueshame • oel[dhelmj of malmes- 
buri * Swi}>})un • sefelwold * Aidan * Biern of wincsestre * [Paujlin of 
rofecaestre • S. Dunston * 3 S. adfeih of cantore * buri * 

J>eos lx[rden] ure leodan on englisc * 15 

naes deorc heore liht * ac hit feeire glod * 

[nu is] J>eo leore forleten • 3 J>et folc is forloren * 
nu beo]? of>re leoden * )?eo lae[rcj>] ure folc * 

3 feole of ]?en lorJ>eines losirej} * 3 f folc forJ> mid 
Nu saeij> [ure] drihten ]?us * Sicut aqz^/la prcuocat 20 

pullos suos ad uolandu;;/ * 3 super eo[s uolitat •] 
f>is beo]? godes word to wo ride asende * 

*£ we sceolen fader fej> [festen to him] * 


2. writen ] Varnhagen. 3. englisc ] englise MS. 7. \fif] V. 

n. Ripum] Sip ton MS. 13. Paulin ] \Cwichc\lm Wright. 22. pis'] pus V. 


HALL 
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I. WORCESTER FRAGMENTS 


B. Homo Putredo et Filius Hominis Vermis 

en earde * [f. 63 1 

■3 alle j?eo isceaeftan * pe him to [s]cu[l]en * 

3 mid muchele creffte * )?e]ne mon he idihte * 

3 him on ileide • lif 3 soule * 

Softliche he heo isomfnede] * ac {?aer bij> sor idol * 
f bode)? f beam : }?onne hit iboren hip * 
hit [woanjej? 3 maenet J?eo weowe • 

■3 J>ene seoruhfule si]? ' 3 f sori idol • 

•p soule schal [-3 lijcame • sorliche idaelen * 

for)?on hit cume]? weopinde * 3 woniende iwitej? * 1 

[swo D]ea)? mid his pricke * pine]? pene licame * 

he walke)? 3 wende)? *3 wone]? [oftes]i]?es • 

he saeij? on his bedde • wo me f ic libbe * 

. f aeflre mine lifdawes • pus [lon]ge me ilestej> * 

for heui is his greoning * 3 seorhful is his woaning * 1 

3 al [hip] his sip * mid seorwe biwunden * 

him deaue)? ]?a aeren : him dimme]? [)?a]ei}en * 

him scerpe)? pe neose * him scrinckej? )?a lippen * 

him scorte}? [J?e] tunge * [him Starke}? his skin •] 

him truke)? his iwit • him teore}? his miht • a 

him colde}? his [siden •] liggej? pe ban stille * 

)?onne bi]? f soule hus * seoruhliche bereaued * 

[at] also muchele wunne * ]?e per inne wunede * 

]?us bi}? pxs bearnes * [bodjunge ifulled * 

]?eo moder greone]? * 3 f beam woane)? * a 

So bi]? ]?eo [bujrdtid - mid ba'Ie'wen imenged * 
so bi)? eft }?e feor]?si)? * Mid seoruwen at bewunden • 

J>onne pe licame 3 j?e sowle * soriliche to[dael]e]? : 

J>onne hip j> wnvcche lif iended al mid sori si)? * 

)>onne bi)? pe ;fei]ge • ifiut to ]?en flore * 3 

3 * Buchholz. [fon\ne Haufe. 7. hit \greone}> ond woati]e]> I 

9. [l/iVawrJH. [h ire Ifpatne Singer. 11. [/T]eaJ> H., B. [thonne Dpeath 5 
13. wome MS. 19. \him . , . skiti) no gap in MS. 21 . pe ban ] perhaps he sta) 
a 3 * b., [0/*] H. 27. In MS. the second half of this line is sorhliche to dal . . 

copied by mistake from the next line. 30. \_fef\ge Zupitza, \bodipgc. S. 
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he bij> eastward istreiht * he bij? sone e*if ' 
he [col]de]? also clei * hit is ikunde * 

Mon hine met mid one ;erde * 3 ]?a molfde] seo]?}>en * 

ne mot he of ]?a*re molde * habben m;«moro 4 

J?onne f rihte imet * [rihjtliche taeche}? * 35 

}>onne lij? pe clei clot colde on pen flore * 

3 him sone from [fleof>; * }?co he aer fieome dude * 
nulle}? heo mid nonden * his m afod riht wen[den] * 
heom Jmnche]? f here honden swu)?e beo}> ifuled * 

Gif heo hondle)? )>e[ne d^eade * seo)?]?en his deajc s beo]? igon • 40 
sone cume}> f wrecche wif • j>e [forhjowej? pene earfe]? si]? * 
forbinde)? pxs daedan mu}) * 3 his dimme e$en • 

[]?on]ne pet riche wif • forhowej) ]?ene earue}> si]? • 

for ufel is )?eo wrecche lufe * []?ari]nne )>eo unblisse curna]? * 

)?onne besih}) peo soule • sorliche to )?en lichjamc *] ^5 


C. CoNFABULABOR CUM AmARITUDINE AnIMAE MeaE 

[ j }?u me • }>eo hwule J?et ic wunede inne j?e • [f. 64 r 

for }?u were leas ~j lutij * j u[n]riht lufedest • 

Godnesse *] riht • aeire }>u onscunedest * 

hwar is nu \>e o mojdinesse * swo muchel pe ]?u lufedest * 

hwar beo}> nu j?eo pundes • }>urh [pajnewes igiedered * 5 

heo weren monifolde * bi markes itolde * 

hwar beo}> jnu] ]>eo Goldfaeten 4 }>eo pe Guldene 4 comen to pine honden * 

J>in blisse is [nuj al agon * min seoruwe is fornon • 

hwar beo}> nu pine waede * pe }>[u] w^cl lufedest * 

hwar beo]? [sibbe # ] pe seten sori ofer pe 4 10 

beden swu]>e jeorne 4 [J>et] pe come bote 4 

heom }>u]?te alto longe 4 f )?u were on liue • 

for heo [we]ren graedie • to gripen J>ine aeihte • 

32. \col\de} Z., \htar\deth S. 41. The last half of this line is due to 

k 43« 43. [ponne] H. [Ac] B. 44. parinne ] [ pctt]ne S., [ In\nt 

H., B. 

C 5. [j>a]newes Holthausen. 7. p>e] e in darker ink. 10. f sibbe] no gap 
in MS. 


B 2 
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I. WORCESTER FRAGMENTS 


nu beo hi daele)? heom imong * 'heo] do]? pc wi]?uten • 

ac nu heo beo}? fuse * to bringen }?e ut of huse, 15 

bjrinlgcn }?e ut xt )?ire dure 4 of weolcn }?u aert bedaded • 

hwui noldest ]?[u be]|?cnchen me * ]?eo hwile ic was innen )?e 4 

ac semdest me mid sunne 4 fojr]?on] ic seoruhful earn 4 

weile f ic souhte * so seoruhfulne 4 buc 4 

noldest ]?"u iojkien lufe 4 wi}> ilserede men * 20 

jiuen ham of }?ine Gode 4 f heo )?e fo]re] beden 4 

heo mihten mid salm songe 4 }?ine sunne acwenchen 4 

Mid L ho]re messe 4 ]?ine misdeden fore biddan 4 

heo mihten offrian loc 4 leoflifche] for }?e 4 

swu)?e deorwur)?e lac 4 licame cristes 4 35 

)?urh }?De«e pu were 4 alese[d{ from belle wite 4 
q mid his reade blode 4 p he }cat on rode 4 
}?o }?u we[re] ifreoed to farene i/no heouene 4 
ac )?u fenge to }?eowdome 4 purh ]?aes defofles] lore • 

Bi ]?e hit is iseid 4 3 so)? hit is on boken 4 30 

Qui custodit diuitias ser[uus] est diuitiis 
)>u were ]?eow 4 ]?ines weolan 4 

noldest pu nouht pxrof dfaelen •] for drihtenes wiJlaen • 
ac :efre J?u graediliche 4 gaederedest pc more 4 

Iu[]?er]liche eart pu forloren 4 from ai f pu lufedest • 35 

■] ic seal wraecche soule [• weo]we nu driaen 4 

eart pu nu lo}? q unwur]? 4 alle ]?ine freonden 4 

nu haw []?un]che]? alto long 4 f }ui ham neih list 4 

a;r pu beo ibrouht 4 J?a^r pu be' on; scalt 4 

on deope soe]?e 4 on du release huse 4 4 o 

pxv wurmes waelde)? 4 al ^)?et pc] wur]>est was 4 

fliweles quale holde 4 pc ]?u iewemdest xr 4 

Mid alre \pxrc swetnesse 4 pco )>u swu)?e lufedest 4 

pco swetnesse is nu al agon * p tyittere] }?e bi)? fomon 4 

p bittere ilreste)? aeflfre 4 p swete ne cume)? )?e jnxffre 4 ] 45 

18, semdest] sccndest S. 20. \jo\kien S,, [majkien H., [J>e ma]kien B. 

34. Uofli [r] B. 26. pane Z., in MS .pate. 36. [weo]we ii., [ece] we S.' 

38. nu ham ] nu hart MS. 43. fiere] [kundc] S., H., B. 



II. SAINT GODRIC’S HYMNS 


A C'ainle marie uirgine [f. 85 

Omoder ilwu cristes nazarene 
onfo schild help pin godric 4 
onfang bring hejilich \vi 3 pe in godes riche 4 

S Ainte marie xpistes bui 

rnaidenes clenhad moderes flur • 
dilie min sinne rix in min mod 4 
bring me 'to' winne wiS pe selfd God. 

B Crist and sainte marie swa on scamel me iledde 

)?at ic on pis er8e ne silde >vid mine bare fote i tredie 4 

C O a i nle Nicholaes godes dru$ 4 
Otymbre us faire scone hus 4 
At pi burth at pi bare. 

Sainte nicholaes, bring vs wel pare. 


III. THE PETERBOROUGH CHRONICLE 

f. 88 v] TAis gear cow henri king to pis land. pa cow henri 

M*C'XXxii. 11 / abbot 3 uureide pe muneces of burch to pe king 
forpi 8 he uuolde underpeden 8 mynstn? to clunie. sua 8 te king was 
wel neh bepaht ] sende efur pe muneces. 3 pur'h' godes milce 3 
pur'h' pe biscop of Seresfori j te biscop of lincV 3 te op re ricemen pe 5 
J>er waeron pa wiste pe king 3 he feorde mid suicdow. pa he na# mor 
nemihte. pa uuolde he 5 his nefe sculde ben abbrV in burch. oc 
xpist it ne uuolde. Was it noht suithe lang per eft er pate king 
sende eft<?r him. •] dide hiw gyuen up 3 abbo/rice of burch. y faren ut 
of lande. j te king iaf 8 abbe/rice an pr/or of S’ neod Martin was 10 
ge haten. he cow on S’ petm messe dei mid mice] wurscipe into the 
minstre. 

II. 3. Over onfo, onfong in later hand. 4. wi 6 ] w corr. out of }. 6. maidertes ] 

id corr. out of rd. 
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III. THE PETERBOROUGH CHRONICLE 


X n J>is gaere for se king hetiri ouer sae set te la m- 

M*C*XXXV # I 1 

V^/ masse. ft oper dei pa he lai an slep in scip. pa 
15 pestrede pe daei ouer al landes 3 uuard pe sunne suilc als it 
uuare thre niht aid mone. an serves abuten hi m at middaei. 
Wur'p'en men suifte ofuundred *j ofdred 3 saeden ft micel ping 
sculde cum*# hereft*r. sua dide. for J>at ilc gaer warth pe king 
ded. ft oper daei eft*r S’ Andreas massedaei * on norm##///'. pa 
30 wes treson a pas landes. for aeuricman sone raeuede oper pe mihte. 
pa namen his sune 3 his frend j brohten his lie to englelande y 
bebiriend in Reding*. Godman he wes 3 micel aeie wes of hi#*, durste 
nanman misdon wift ofter on his time. Pais he makede men j daer. 
Wuasua bare his byrthen gold sylure. durste na# man sei to hi m 
35 naht bute god. 


f. 89 r ] Enmang pis was his nefe cumen to englela#<tf* Stephne de 
blais. -j cow to lundene. j te lundenisce folc hi#/ underfeng. 3 senden 
tftcr pe aerccb/jtvy* Will*/m curbuil. 3 halechede hi rn to kinge on mide- 
wintredaei. On pis kinges time wes al unfrift 3 yfel raeflac. for 
30 agenes hi#/ risen sona pa ricemen pe waeron swikes. alre fyrst Balduin 
de Reduers 3 held Execestre agenes hi#/, -j te king it be saet. 3 
siftftan Bald#/# acordede. pa tocan pa oftre 3 helden her castles 
agenes hi#/. 3 dauid king of Scotland toe to uuerrien hi m • pa pohuue- 
there pat here sandes feorden betwyx heo#/. j hi togaedere comen j 
35 wurftc saehte. pop it litel forstode. 

m*c*xxx'viP. JEY S & xre ^ 0r Steph#* ofer sae to nor- 

-L^mandi “j ther wes under fangen for pi ft hi 
uuenden ft he sculde ben alsuic also the tom wes. j for he hadde get 
his tresor. ac he todeld it j scatered sotlice. Micel hadde henri k ing 
40 gadered gold j syluer. ;j na god ne dide me for his saule tharof. 

pa 'pe' king Stephne to cnglala#//* cow pa macod he his gadering 
act Oxeneford. j par he naw pe b iscop Roger of Sereb*ri Al txander 
biscop of lined te canceler Rog*/ hi^e neues. } dide aelle in pr/sun. 
til hi iafen up here castles, pa the suikes under gaeton ft he milde 
45 man *1 softe j god. j na iustise ne dide. pa dide'n' hi alle 

wunder. Hi hadden hi m manred maked athes suoren. ac hi nan 


30. jba u*es treson a Emerson, in MS. pa westre sona. 41. jpa’] no para- 

graph in MS. 46. After maked erasure of two letters. 



THE ANARCHY 


1 


treuthe ne heolden. alle he waeron forsworen a :.d here treothes 
forloren. for seuric rceman Ins castles mahedc y agones hi m 
heolden. 3 fylden pe land ful of castles. Hi suencten suySe pe 
uureccemen of pe land mid castel weoices. ^>a pe castles uuaren 50 
maked pa fylden hi mid deoules y yuelemen. pa namen hi pa men 
pe hi wenden 8 ani god hefde'n'. bathe be nihles y be dreies. carlmen 
y mmmtn. y diden heo/;z 'in p/z*sun' cfur gold y syluer. y pined 
heo m ; untellendlice pining, for ne uuteren naeure nan martyrs swa 
pined alse hi waeron. Me henged up bi the fe.t y smoked heo m * mid 55 
ful smoke. Me henged hi the puwbes other hi the hefed. y hengen 
bryniges on 'he r' fet. Me dide cnotted strenges abuton here [ f . 89 v ] 
haeued. y uurythen to 8 it gaede to pe 'h'aernes. Hi diden heo m in 
quarterne par naches y snakes y pades waeron inne. y drapen heozzz swa. 
Sume hi diden in crucethus 8 is in an c§ste pat was ^ort nareu. y 60 
un dep. y dide scserpe stanes per inne. y prengde pe man poer inne. 

8 him braecon allc pe limes. In mani of pe castles waeron lof y griwi. 8 
waeron rachenteges 8 twa oper thre men hadden onoh to baeron onne. 
pat was sua maced. 8 is faeslned to an beom. y diden an sc&*rp iren 
abuton pa mannes thiote y his hals. 8 he 'ne' myhte nowiderwardes. 65 
ne sitten ne lien ne slepen. oc baeron al $ iren. Mani pusen hi 
drapen mid hunger. J ne can ne i ne mai tellen alle pe wunder ne 
alle pe pines 8 hi diden wreccemen on pis land, y 8 lastede pa xix’ 
wintre wile Stephne was king y aeure it was uuerse y uuerse Hi 
laeiden gaeildes o'n' the tunes aeure uw/wile y clepeden it tenserie. pa 73 
pe uureccemen ne hadden na/z more to gyuen. pa raeueden hi y 
brendon alle the tunes. 8 wcl pu myhtes faren al a daeis fare sculdest 
thu neure finden man in tune sitlende. ne land tiled, pa was corn 
daere. y flee y caese y butere. for nan ne w’aes o pe land. W recce 
men sturuen of hungaer. sume ieden on aelmes pe waren suw wile 75 
ricemen. sume flugen ut of lande., Wes naeure gaet mare wre'c'cehcd 
on land, ne naeure hethen men werse ne diden pan hi diden. For 
ouer sithon ne for baren 'hi' nouther circe ne cyrce iaerd. oc nameu al 
pe god 8 par inne was. y brenden sythen pe cyrce y altegaedere. Ne 
hi ne forbaren biscopes land ne dibholes ne preostes. ac raeueden 80 


56. After pumbes , t deleted. 
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munekes y clerekes. y aeuricman other pe ouer myhte. Gif twa men 
oper *iii* coman ridend to an tun. al pe tunscipe fiugaen for heom. 
wenden S hi waeron rxueres. pe biscopes y leredmen heo m cursede 
aeure. oc was heom naht par of. for hi uueron al forcurssed y forsuoreil 
85 y forloren. War soe me tilede. pe erthe ne bar nan corn, for pe land 

was al fordon. mid suilce doedes. 3 hi sseden openlice ft xpist slep. 

y his halechen. Suilc 3 mare panne we cunnen saein. we polenden 
xix* wintre for ure sinnes. [f. 90 r] On al pis yuele time heold Martin 
abbot his abbotrice -xx* wintry y half gaer y viii* daeis. mid micel suinc. 
90 y fand pe munekes y te gestes al pat heom be houed y heold mycel 

carited in the hus. y popwethere wrohte on pe circe y sette par to 

landes y rentes, y goded it suythe. y laet it refen y brohte heo m into 
pe neuux mynstr* on S’ Petres mxsse daei mid micel wurtscipe. ft 
was • anno ab incarn aiione d omini * M'C'xl. a combustio>/e loci ‘xxiii* 
95 y he for Ho' Rome, y paer wxs wael under fangen fra m pe pape 
Etigenie. y be gaet tharc pr/uilegies. an of alle pe landes of pabbotrice. 
y an oper of pe landes pc lien to pe circewican. y gif he leng moste 
liuen alse he mint to don of pe horderwycan. And he be gaet in 
landes patricemen hefden mid strengthe. Of Wilk/m malduit pe 
100 heold Rogingham pae castel. he wan Cotingham y Estun. y Of hugo of 
Waltiuile he uuan hyrtlingbf/V * y Stanewig. y lx • sol. of Aldewingle 
'aelc gaer'. And he makede manic munekej y plantede winiaerd. y 
makede mani weorkes. y wende pe tun beterc pan it aer waes. 
y waes god munec y god man. y forpi him luueden god y gode 
105 men. 

Nu we willen saegen sumdel wat belamp on Stephmtf kinges time. 
On his time pe iudeus of Noruuic bohton an xpisten cild beforen 
estren y pineden hi rn alle pe, ilce pining ft ure drihten was pined, y on 
langfridaei him on rode hengen for ure drihtines luue. y sythen 
xiobyrieden him. wenden ft it sculde ben lorholen. oc ure dryhtin ' 
atywede ft he was hali martyx . y to munekes hi m namen. y bebyried 
him heglice in pe minst/r. y he maket pur[h' ure drihtin wunderlice y 
manifaeldlice miracles, y hatte he S’ Willelm. 


81. fe ouer] fieouer MS. 
corrected out of strengtkre* 


97. After moste, alse erased. 
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O n pisgaer com dauid king of ScotW/z</ mid ormete 
faerd to pit, land, wolde winnan pis land. 1*5 
3 hi m com togaenes Wilk/m eorl of Albamar pe pe king adde 
beteht euonvic 3 to other aeucz men mid fjeumen 3 fuhten wid heorn. 

3 fle///den pe king ret te Standard. 3 sloghen suithe mieel of his 
genge. [f. 90 vj 

O n pis gaer volde pe king Siephw taecen Rodbtf/t eorl no 
of gloucestre pe hinges sune Henries, ac he ne 
myhte for he wart it war. J)er eft er in pc lengten pestrede pe sunne 
3 te daei. abuton non lid dxies. pa. men elm. $ me lihtede candles 
to aeten bi. 3 pat was *xiii* k alevd. Apr/ 1 ', waeron men suythe 
ofvvundred. per eft er fordfeorde Will dm xxccbiscop of cantwarbrn*. 125 
3 te king makede Teodbaid aercebtyctfp pc was abbot in the bee. 
per eft^r waex suythe mieel uuerre betuyx pe king ^ RaHolf eorl 
of caestre noht forpi ft he ne iaf hi m al $ he cuthe axen hiw. alse 
he dide alle othre. oc aefre pe mare he iaf heo m. pe waerse hi waeron 
hi///. pe eorl heold lincol agames pe king. 3 bena/// hi m al $ he 130 
ahte to hauen. 3 te king for pider 3 besaette hi/// 3 his brother 
Wilk/m de R[om]arc in pe castel. 3 te aeorl stael ut 3 ferde efter 
Rodbtrt eorl of gloucestre. 3 brohte hi/// pider mid mieel ferd. 

3 fuhten suythe on Candel masse daei agenes heore lauerd. 3 namen 
hi/// for his men h]i/w suyken 3 flugaen. 3 laed hi/// to Bristowe 3 135 
diden par in pr/sun 3 [fejteres. pa was al englek/zr/ styred mar pan 
aer wxs. 3 al yuel wae[s i]n lande. per eft er com pe king/\r doht/r 
henries pe hefde ben emp/ri[ce] i[n A lamanie. 3 nu waes cuntesse 
in Angou. 3 com to lundene 3 te lundenissce folc hire wolde taecen. 

3 sex fleh 3 forles par mic[el.j per efler pe biscop of Wincestre henri 140 
pe king<\r brother Steph/z/\r spac wid Rodbtrt eorl 3 wyd pe/z/ptrice 
3 suor heo m athas IS he neure ma mid te king his brother wolde 
halden. 3 cursede alle pe men pe mid h[iz/z] heoldon. 3 saede heo/// 

$ he uuolde nuen heo m up Wincestre. 3 dide heo m cumen pider. 
pa hi paer inne wseren. pa co/7 / pe king es cuen mid al] hire strengthe. 145 
3 besaet heo///. ft per wxs inne mieel hungaer. pa hi ne leng ne 
muhten polcn pa stali hi ut 3 flugen. 3 hi wurthen war wid uten 3 
folccheden heo///. 3 namen Rodbtrt eorl of glouces/re, 3 ledden him 

1 35-45. MS. rubbed here. 
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to Rouecestre. 3 diden hi m pare in pn'sun. 3 te emp^rice fleh in to 
150 an minstre. [f. 91 r] pa feorden pe wisemen betwyx pe kinges 
freond y te eorles freond j sahtlede sua ft me sculde leten ut pe 
king of przsun for pe eorl. j te eorl for pe king. 3 sua diden. 
Sithen perefler saYhleden pe king 3 Randolf eorl at Stanford, j athes 
suoren j treuthes faeston ft her nouper sculde be suiken other. 3 it ne 
i55forstod naht. for pe king him sithen na m in hawtun. purhc wicci 
raed. *] dide hi m in pmun. j ef sones he let hi m ut purhc waerse 
red. to ft forewarde ft he suor on halidow 3 gysles fand. pat he alle his 
castles sculde fiuen up. Sume he iaf up 3 sume ne iaf he noht. 
•] dide panne waerse panne he haer sculde. pa was engleland suythe 
160 todebd. sume hclden mid te king. 3 sume mid pewpmce. for pa pe 
king was in pr/sun pa wenden pe eorles j te ricemen pat he neure 
mare sculde cum*?/ ut. 3 saehVleden wyd pemperice. j brohten hire 
into Oxenford. j iauen hire pe burch. pa pe king was ute pa herde 
& saegen. toe his feord j besaet hire in pe tur. j me laet hire dun 
1 65 on niht of pe tur mid rapes. 3 stal ut. j scae fleh 3 iaede on fote to 
Walingford. paer eft*?* scae ferde ouer sie. 3 hi of normandi wenden 
alle fra pe king, to pe eorl of Angaeu. sume here pankes 3 sume here 
unpankes. for he besaet heo/« til hi aiauen up here castles. 3 hi 
nan helpe ne haefden of pe k tnge. pa ferde Eustace pe king/y sune to 
ijofmnce 3 na m pe kinges suster of fiance to wife, wende to bigaeton 
normandi pser purh. oc lie spedde lilel. j be gode rihte for he was 
an yuel man. for warese he [com he] dide mare yuel panne god. he 
reuede pe landes *] laeide m icicle gilde]s on. He brohte his wif to 
engle land. “j dide hire in pe caste [1 of Can]tebd?7. God wiwman scae 
175 waes. oc scae hedde litcl blisse mid hi m. 3 xpist ne wolde ft he sculde 
lange rixan. ~j wierd ded j his moder beien. 3 te eorl of Angaeu 
waerd ded. 3 his sune henri toe to pe rice. 3 te Cuen of france # 
to daelde fra pe king. scae com to pe iunge eorl henri. 3 he toe 
hire to wiue. 3 al [f. 91 v] peitou mid hire, pa ferde he mid micel 
180 faerd into engleflalnd. 3 wan castles. 3 te king ferde agenes hiw mid 
micel mare ferd. 3 popwaethere fuhtten hi noht. oc ferden pe aerce- 
b iscop 3 te wise me'n' bctwux hcow. j makede ft sahte ft te king 
sculde ben lauerd 3 king wile he liuede. 3 aeftdT his daei ware henri 
172. MS. mutilated here. 
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king. 3 he held'e' hi m for fader 3 he hi m for sune. 3 sib 3 saehte 
sculde ben betwyx heow. 3 on ai engleland. pis 3 te uthre foruuardes 185 
pet hi makeden. suoren to halden pe king 3 te eorl 3 te b iscopes & te 
eOrles 3 ricemen alle. pa was pe eorl underfangen act Wincestre 
3 aet lundene mid micel wurtscipe. 3 alle diden hi m manred. 3 suoren 
pe pais to halden. 3 hit ward sone suythe god pais, sua ft neure v as 
here, pa was pe king strengere panne he seuert her was. ] te eorl 190 
ferde ouer sae. 3 al folc hi m luuede lor he didc god iustise 3 makede 
pais. 

O n pis gaer waerd pe king Stcphw ded 3 bebyried 
per his wif '3 his sune' waeron bebyried aet faures- 
feld. pcet minst/v hi makeden. pa pe king was ded. pa was pe eorl 195 
beionde sae. 3 ne durste nan man don oper bute god for pe micel eie 
of hiw. pa he to engleland cow. pa was he underfangen irf d micel 
wurtscipe. and to king bletcaed in lundene on pe sunnen daei be foren 
midwinter daei. 3 held paer micel curt. 

pat ilce daei pat Martm abb#/ of burch sculde pider faren. pa 200 
saiclede he 3 ward ded -ini* N. iafi. 3 te munekej innen daeis cusen 
oper of heow saelf. Willr/m de Walteuile is gehaten. god clerc 3 god 
man. 3 wael luued of pe binge 3 of alle godemcn. and o[n cyric]en 
byrier/sw pabb ot hehlice 3 sone pe cosan ab hot ferde 3 te muneces [mid 
him to] oxenforde to pe king [3 he] iaf hiw pat abbe/rice. 3 he 205 
ferde hiw son[e to lincjol 3 was p[eer bletcaed to] abbot aer he ham 
come. 3 fsithen | was under fangen [mid micel [wurtscipe at] burch. 
mid [mice]! pr<?cessiun. 3 sua he was alsua at Ramesaeie. 3 at 
Torn^y. 3 at . . n 3 SpalW/%- 3 at S. 1 . bares. 3 . . . 3 [he nu 
is] abbot. 3 fa[ire] haued begunnon. xp[ist] him un[ne gode endinge]. 210 


IV. CHARTER OF HENRY THE SECOND 

H ' purh godes $efu aenglelandes king gret ealle mine bissceopas 
3 ealle mine eorlas 3 ealle mine scirereuan 3 ealle mine peinas 
frencisce 3 englisce * on pan sciran pe teobalt oictbisceop 3 se hiret 

203. MS. mutilated and defaced from this place onward. 204. byri£ in MS. 
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V. A PARABLE 


set xpz>/es chyrchen on Cantuarabirj habbad land inne freondlice 3 ic 
5 kepe eow f ic hebbe heom geunnon f hi beon aelc pare lande wurpa 
pe hi eafdon en Edwardes kinges de;e * 3 on Willelmes kinges mines 
furpur ealdefader * 3 on Henrices kinges mines ealdefader • 3 saca 
3 Socne * on strande 3 on Streame. On wudan * 3 on feldan • tolles 3 
theames * grithbriches * 3 hamsocne * 3 forstalles * 3 b/fangenesthiafes 
10 * 3 fleamene fi imtha * ofer heore agene men * binnaw Burgan 3 butan • 
swa ful 3 swa ford swa mine agene Wicneres hit sechan scolden * 3 
ofer swa fele peinas swa ich heom toleten habban. And ic nelle j> 
eni man enig ping per on theo * butan hi 3 heara wicneras • pe hi hit 
bitechan * willa$ * nc frencisce ne englisce * for pan pi//gan pe ich habbe 
*5 criste pas gerichtan forgifan minre Saule to eclxre alisendnessee 3 ic 
nelle gepauian f enig man pis abrece bi minan fullen frenscipan. 
God geau gehealdc. 


V. A PARABLE 

Rex Su os I u dicans 

it 3elamp f an rice king wes. strang 3 mihti. his 
'land' gelest wide 3 side, his folc was 'swiSe' 
aerfe# telle, his underpeoden jewer on his cync rice wuneden. pa befel 
hit swa f hiw a pance befell * to under jeiie wa an alle his cynerice hi m 
5 were frend o$er fend, hold ofter fa. 3 he nam hi m to rede f heom wolde 
3earceon anne grate laSienge. 3 pider ^eclepten all his underpeod. j> 
hi bi ene fece to his cuit 'berk' come sceolde 3 sette senne d^ie. f 
hi alle be pe latst to pa dq'i'e. per were. Ac pis }esceod he hadde 
isett bi tweone frend 3 fend, f pan hi come mistlice to bene. $ef he 
to frend were, me hine sceolde derewrlice for® clepien. 3 do hine wasse. 
3 $iefe hiw his formemete. f hi m to lawg ne puhte to abiden of se 
laford to pe none inn come. Gief he fend were, me sceolden anon 
eter gat jemete mid gode repples 3 stiarne sw r epen. 3 stiarne hine 
besie. 3 binde hiw hand 3 felt. 3 do hine in to piest'rncsse. 3 per 

IV. 4. Cantuarabirf\ last letter ) or^; the one lias been corrected out of the 

other : so too in 1 . 6. 14. fingan] frirngan MS. 

V. 11. it] ft MS. 
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abide of all his 3eferen were 3egadered. ■}> hi alie lone, simie I5 
belocen were, pa sende se king his aerndraches of fif ceSen to alle 
his under peoden. to jelafife pis folc. hwet bute icome stim cofer 
sum kiter'su/w Trend sum fend 7 . 3 was idon bi ha.?* al swa aer cwetSe 
[we f isett was. {'a hit per to com. f se hlaford in to par haile 
come, mid his dierewurif ^eferede. mid serlen 3 aldren. mid cn'i'h».en_2o 
mid peinen. pa cwe 5 se hlalor to his Jb.cx pan;; we mid ure frienden 
to$e mete go. ocewie we pes uncoftc msen ui ^efo. pa hi to for hiw 
come, pa wente he hin to haw* 3 pus cwetS. Un [f. 56 v 2 1 wraste man 
wat lacede 301 an alle mire rme pat 31c hatrecie 3 .mkrwardresse a3§nes 
me 3e winjne sceolde. 3 to mine 'fa' 3ebugon. Swa ibruce ic mine 25 
rice ne scule 31c mine mete ibite. ac scule pa pe hit mid mire lufe 
3earnede. pa pis was isegd. pa were cofe abruden into pesternesse. 
pe hi sturfe hungre. 3 se hlaford nam ivuSinne to is trend .mi 3 " 3 dranc 
3 macede hine wel blitSe mid his '*3 per hi hadden brad 3 win. 3 vii. 
sandon'. 30 

51 [N]u gode menn understandeS pis bispel. pes king is ure hlaford 
almihti god pe is king ofer alle kingen. 3 hlaford ofer alle hlaforde. 
S[tjrang he his 3 michti. for he 3esceop alle ping of nahte. 3 na ping 
ne miqi a3enes his wille. ne hi m witSstande. for pan hi m seigd se 
witi^e. Qui celorwr// rewtines tr^nos 3 c. p is. hlaford 'of mihte' 35 
pe ^alst hefenen priwzsettles. 3 to neowelnes'se' pe rnd<r eorSe is 
belocest. dir prou. pe dunan pu a'wiShst' mid pina hand ; he is *wiss 
mihti forp an pe non mihte nis butow fra m him. His land is all pes 
middenard. for he alle 3esceop. 3 all dihte wi$ ute swince. He us is 
• king • 3 sceppend. 3 fader. 3 hlaford. King for he mid rihtwisnesse 40 
diht 'man 3 engel god 3 euel'. sceppende. for he us machede lichame 
3 sawle ableow. fedcr for he us fett 3 scred. 3 forftteh alse is cyldren. 
hlaford for paw pe is 3eie 3 drednesse is ofer hus. 3 'pas' ah to biewne. 

He is hure fad^r. lie lenS us his eortSe to toiie. hw corn to sawe. his 
eor$e us werp$ corn *3 westm. matt. 3 dierchin. his loht leoem 3 lif. 45 

18. sum . . .ftnd added on margin, 20. die reward] dierewurdMS. *j aldren 
over an erasure. 21. peinen over an erasure. 23. scewie ] scepie MS. 

28. witiinne] hit hi MS. 29. t }er . . . sandon added lengthwise on margin. 

35 * of mihte added on margin. 36. halst] MS. alste. 37* awiOhst] the 

last six letters on margin. At beginning of following line hst eorOe be lues t mid. 

38. Pah] MS./ = Pat, 44. his] he MS. 
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his wat er * drench 3 fiscynn. his fer manifeald peninge. his sonne. 
mone. sterren. rien. daw. wind. wude. 'unitald fultume 7 al p we 
habbeft of pesc feder we habbeft. of wa m we alle y us siel/e habbeft. 
Mfi^e we ahct clepeien hinc mod*r wene we. }ie lnu^e we. hwat detS 
50 si moder hire beam. formes[t] hi hit ch ereft ‘j blissift be pe lichte. 3 
sepe hi dieft und^r hire arme [f. 57 r 1 ] ofter hi's' hafed heleft to don 
him slepe. 3 reste. pis deft all 3iure drihte. he blisseft hus mid djeies 
licht. h[e] sweueft hus mid piestre nicht. Giet for an oftre ping god 
^escop pa niht. He wat wel p mani^e men bieft sa ful of ^escung. 

55 mihti efre Isi. Na jewold ha m selfe. to bigeten wrldlic echte. per for 
god haf^escepe haw reste. sume 'wile' hare's' uwpances. ^eiet he cweft 
a wunder word to par sawle bi pa witie ysaiaw. Nuwqwfd poUj/ 
mulier obliuisci infantew s uum u/n^w miser eatur fi Hi \xteri 
s ui. p is la lief ma3ie wiman fo^etew his oge cild. p hi ne milsi. 
60 hire barn of hire ogen innoft. 3 jief hi for }iet pah hwefter nell Tc 
for^ete pe cweft drihte. be paw pe he fad^r is 3 laford he hiw sel/ 
ewe# be pe witie. Si ego pater u bi est honor mens, si dominus 
u bi est tiw'or' m^ws. p is. gif ic fader haw. wer his mi mawscipe. 
$if ic. hlaford wer his mine ajeie ? per fore. G. m. ure king, we 
65 wr'h'mint. hur sceappend al pat we bieft. ure fader softe lufe. ur h'l'aford 
drednesse. j pis is seo king pe wile wite an alle his umfcrpeode wa hine 
lufeft “] hwa hine hateft. hwa hiw is frend ofter fend, q per for he haft 
^elafted alle fol[c]. to ane djeie. p is dome's' d3eie. p hi alle per 
beon be pe latst. hwe seden serst p pes aerndraces wer isent of fif 
70 cheften. swa ibeoft. pas fif cheften beoft fif lagan, for pan pe god is 
purh pesen 3ecnowe. Si forme lage p is si 3ecende lage. pe god 
sett formest an pes mawies heorte. p is pat non man ne don oftere. buton 
p pe he wolde p me ded[e] hiw. 3 don his nixtaw al p he wolde 
p me ded[e]hiw. Wi^ute peser lage ni's' man pe 3escod habbe. * 
75 iErndraces of pisser lage wer abel. Seth. enoc. Noe. 3 swice gode 
man. Sefte pes midaVnard was 3estapeled fraw pa forme man 
to pa latst pe wrft et pes [f. 57 r 2 ] wrldes ende. nas tid ne tyme 
ne ne wrft. p god ne send gode maenn his folc forte 3elaftie to his 

48. siet/e] sie/fe MS. 50. chereti] chctctS MS. 56. ka/ 0 ] kafd MS. 

57. word] worder MS. 6 1 . self cweft) se/J> cwed M S . 71. ptsen\ J> corr. 

out of /. 
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rice. Ac si lage sone adiligde. purh unwreasce leantru,# 3 manifald 
senne. per efter arerdc gcd pas lage purh inoyse« pe hereloche of his 80 
folce pe he pa ;ecas. 3 wriue his him self in otanene wax br'e'dene. 3 
si jeleste sume wile. 3 per of were larpawes 3 sjelatSieres Moises 3 
aaro //. 3 samuel. 3 felt o$re. Swa la«ge p si alswa switSje] a breach, j 
adili^ede. purh unhersawnesse. wat hit com to pa lime pe god sende. 
pe halie witige. 3 hi pa areraon mid hare write purh pes halie gastes 85 
gife v pa' god lage. 3 rihtleceden p foie swa se hi mihtew. 3 bodeden 
ureV hlafordes to cyme ses helendes ih^u cr/stes. pe sceolde his 
a$en wille. purh his gastes yfe in ure heorte wrfte. 3 don us mid his 
nhhte p stef creft ne mihte. 3 an pesser laje of be within, wer laSieres 
moche. Eft bine fece 3 pes lare 3 lage swifte acolede purh manifea[l]d 90 
jenne. 3 hur 3 hur purh false godes pe ailc piode ha m selfe macede. 
sume of golde. sum of silure. of treowe. of stane. 3 awei .' go : 's lof 3 
wrhminte fra m pe sceappende to pare ^esceafte. swa p pa ure halende 
wes accenned of pa m unwewzmede mede sante Marie, al se middewnaref 
was mid senne begripe. 3 al fol'c' ^ede i n to pe's' diefles mufce. buto« 95 
wel feawe of wa m his lefe moder wes istriened. he pa arerd alle 
godnisse. 3 sette his halie lage. 3 pat pe more his. ^iaf miht 3 strewepe 
pur^ pe gief of his gaste his hesne to fulfortSie. p non otSre h$e ne 
mihte. 3 understande ‘5 hwu. pri ampres were an mancyn aer his 
to cyme. Ure acenneng wes ful. u r lif unwreast. ur de?$ grislic. he 100 
com 3 brochte pri piw[g] per a^en. he wes acende of pe clene mede. 
pe efer purh lefede mede. hiV lif was hal^e. his dea ft ful of milce. his 
clene acennende clewsede ure fule acenne«de. his hali lif rihtlecede 
ure unwreaste lif. his admoded deatS ofer com. 3 fordede ure sori^e 3 
jelice deaft. pis is [f. 57 v 1 ] si fierce lage. An pisser were aerndraces 3 105 
}ela$ieres pa aporiles 3 pe leorni/*ch[n]ihtes. per efter ures helendes 
ups^e to heuene. pa apw/les 3 hare iunglenges pe[r] efter come halie 
men 3 pe hafedmen pe nu beo$ in halie cyrce. 3 wrtSeft of domes de:je. 
purh pes hali gastes ^ife. 3 al swa ure helende ha m leorde. mani^e ping 
[t]ehten pa folce to freme. 3 pis is si fifte lage. An pisser beo$ bedeles no 
d latSieres to b<?rie archebisc^v. 3 biscop^x. prestes. 3 hare jegeng. Ac 
pah we fif naewmie. alle hi [beoS an] on godes wille. 3 elc of haw jestrentS 

89. ne corr. out of na. 90. manifeald senne ] manifead ftnnt MS. 98. 

purK\ furl MS. 100. «r] «» MS. 112. ht] hit MS. 
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3 fulfellf oSre. Of feses fif cefen of hare bedeles we habbeS $eu 
^esed. Of fe folce we siggetS f hit cuwf fastlice. fram middenardes 
1 15 anginn alse fele alse deade bcoS alse fele beoft to b/rie icome. wat frend. 
wat fa. 3 elce dejie f icce f ringed. Ac }ief }e habbeft und^rstande j> we 
jiu er sede. eter gate me his scyft. j fer me hi to $esceodeS. Si gate j> 
is elces mannes endedeie. pan he stepS ut of J>ese life into fan oftre. 
Ac we sede $ehw. f ;ief he frend were me sceolde jief hi m his morje 
no mete f he fe bet mihte abide fan n more mete. Swa hit is here. 
pan se gode man f e godes lufe haft ^efolged to is ende cu mp. witerlice 
witS ut ufiantruce fer cumeS fe hali engles hiw to. }ef hatS ahte 
uniwasse otSer hit wrtS jewasse ifer pine of fe deatSe fe he her faleS. 
otSer efter mid eftelice lette. ~] pan lat me fa sawle to merchestowe. f 
125 his se morjemete si blisse fe he haS an far sawle. j^at wite $e wel. 
nan halege natS his fulle blisse er he under fo adomes deie his licame. 
f wrtS sc fulle mete, fa;/ se mann mid sawle 3 mid licame und^r- 
fangtS sicernesse of ecer blisse. 3 wat beliwptS hit }ief he fend his v fe' 
to fare gate cuwf ? God f urh his [f. 57 v J ] mucele milce ne letes us 
130 nefer fandie. Ac nafeles pef he fend his an unwreast mann fer beo# 
anu ^ered'i'e. fe weregede gastes fe bine uniredlice und^rfangetS mi// 
stiarne swupen. Alse fele unfeawes alse hade upe him -j sennenn. al 
swa fendes he fer jemet. bine to umhrfo. 3 to don hlne into fiester- 
nesse. oft a domes c^ei alle godes fend simle fra/// his 3esec$e abroden 
135 bienn *] hi[n] to hare lean haw fe lange seel jeleste. pus hit hatS ibi 3 
is. 3 wr$ oft domesdei. Ac fan;/ hit fer to cumf f se hlaford a f e 
mucele deie. cumf forte isi y frend y fend, fann cumf all his under- 
fiede h\m to fore, fer he sit mid his derewrfe jefered mid n^en 
anglene had. mid fer unwemmed meide his moder. mid his apw/len. 
140 mid fa hagefadrren. -3 fo halite widen, mid martiren. mi[d] hali 
a?;/fessore« mid halie meiden. mid al fan fe fer midenarde for hjs 
lufe werpetS abec. j lagelice her h\m fenitS. wic }eie. wic drednesse 
wurft fer. f an fat fer to for hi;// abern’S f middenard. f an si eortSe 
alle cwac tti fan fe sterren failed, si sunne 3 se mone afestreft for 

1 1 8. }an) p MS. odrt] ootre MS. 121. pan 1 p MS. witerlice] witetlice MS. 
1 24. pan) p MS. 1 31. mid] min MS. 140. /<? coir, out of to : hali jewitien MS. 
143. pan] p MS. middenard] middernad MS. yto;;]/ MS. 144. cwaceQ] 
civaced MS. 
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godes br/ctnesse. pe wlcne to ga $. and si hali rode tacne mid pe 145 
spere 3 mid pe neiles pu,h angles beotS fortS ibrocht. pan/* pc angles 
cwaciaft. 3 to richtwise ha m adredeft. wat sceoi se senfulle don. J>e 
isecgft per his richtwise derne. pc non ne mate bcchece. non beswice. 
be his hi m sel/* witnisse 3 deme. Wat sceol se wrecce don pc bufon 
is^S his hlaford pe he jegrerred afeft. under him helle mu 3 o^en. 150 
abuuten him all folc. hi m selfe bi s'c'a[n)ilice serne beswapen. per ne 
mai no# frend cSre helpe. selc had innoh to du//ne a n hi m selfe. pan 
seie^ ha m god pe gelty ma//ne« ;e sene^eden. an jeur ecenesse. 3 je 
scule [f. 58 r 1 ] birne an mire ecenisse. 3 e sene~den alse lange alse $e 
lefede 3 scule birne alse lo#ge as Ic lefie. WiteSinto ece fer. pe is 155 
'5'aearced mine fo 3 his ^egen. Soi\e] hi wr'Se’S abroden of his ^eseepe. 

3 pan sone geS se hlaford mid his frenden to his mete, f his to is 
esten. pe sei$ an pan hali write Delicie mee sunt <. r *e 'm filiis 
ho minum. pat is. Mine esten beoS wunian mid mannen bearnen. 

Ac we sed[en] 31U litl her f hi sceol derc abbe# god brad 3 uin. 3 fii 160 
sonden. hi sculen habe f brad pe seit? ipe godspel. Ego sum panis 
uiu«r q ui de c do descendit. pet is. Ic am cwuce bread pe astah 
fram hefene. sejjS ure helende. Se pe of pese brad ett. ne sterfeS he 
nefer. pis bread was imaced of ane 'h'wete come, al swa se he cweS 
3et5e godspelle. Nisi grauum frum^wti. 3 c. pis corn was 3esawen 165 
purh pes aengles mut$ into Ses meidenes sere Marie, in pare burh of 
nazareth. pis corn com ferVt i/me bethlee/w. p cwetS us of breade. 
hit wex 3 bleowu. in iudea. hit ripede in ierusalem. Judas 3 pat 
leotSre foie hit repen. 3 deden hit an par rode alswa alse be twenen 
melstanent. Se<fe hit was idon into per berient alswa into hofne. panen 1 70 
hit was ibroht up into heofene to pes hahes hlafordes borde. per hit fet. 

3 engles. 3 mancinn in ecenisse. 3 pis is hare b'r'ead. hwer scule we 
win finden? Al swa se he cwe$. Ego su/rc uitis uera. 3 c. 

149. self) scip MS. 153. scictf) seied MS. 160. £?od MS. 

162. }>c) yp* MS. 167. c 6 m) c 6 n MS. 170. ScQt f) sedc MS. 


HALL 
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VI. THE PROVERBS OF ALFRED 

Incipiunt documenta Regis Aluredi. 

A T Seuorde sete feynes monye. 

fele Biscopes. and feole. bok il^red. 

Eorles prute. knyhtes egleche. 
far wes fe eorl Alur/ch. 
of fare lawe swife wis. 

And ek Ealured englene hurde. 

Englene durlyng/ 

on englene londe he wes kyng. 

Heom he bigon lere. 

so ye mawe ihure. 

hw hi. heore lif lede scholden. 

Alured. he wes in englene lond. 
and king, wel swife strong. 

He wes king, and he wes clerek. 
wel he luuede godes werk. 

He wes wis on his word. and war. on his werke. 
he wes fe wysuste mo ni 
fat wes englelonde on. 

ii 

tJvs quef Alured englene frouer. 

wolde ye mi leode. lusten eure lourrde. 

he ou wolde wyssye. wisliche finges. 

hw ye myhte worldes. wrfsipes welde. 

and ek eure saule. somnen to criste. 

wyse were fe wordes. J?e seyde pc king Alured. | 

Mildeliche ich Munye. myne leone freond. 

poure and riche. leode myne 

fat ye alle adrede. vre dryhten crist. 

luuyen hine and lykyen. for he is lou^rd of lyf. 

He is one. god/ ouer alle godnesse. 


[f. 262 r 


5 


10 


*5 


20 


[f. 262 v 
26 
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He is one gleaw. ou^r alle glednesse. 30 

He is one. blisse. on er alle blissen. 

He is one monne. Mildest mayster. 

He is one. folkes fader and frouer. 

He is one. rihtwis. and so riche king. 

pat him ne schal bco wone. nouht of his \vii!e. -35 

pe hine her on worlde. wrpie pf nchep. 

iii 

Jjvs quep alured. englene urouer. 

Nemav non ryhtwis king. vnder criste seoluen. 

Bute if he beo in boke ilered. 

And he. his wyttes swipe wel kunne. 40 

And he cunne lettres. lokie him seolf one. 
hw he schule his lond laweliche holde. 

pus quep Alured. 

0e eorl and pe epelyng. 

iburep vnder godne. king. 45 

pat lond to leden. 
myd lawelyche deden. 

And pe clerek and pe knyht. 
he schulle demen euelyche riht. 

pe poure. and pe ryche. 50 

demen ilyche. 

Hwychso pe mon sowep f 
al swuch he schal mowe. 

And eumiyches monnes dom. to his owere dure churrep. 

v 

[pus quep Alured.] 

pan knyhte bi houep. kenliche on to fone. 55 

for to werie pat lond. wip hunger and wip herivnge. 

pat be chireche habbe gryp. 

52. After mon % erasure of two letters. 

C 2 


36. }*] wc MS. 
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And pe cheorl beo in fry]?, 
his sedes to sowen. 

his medes to mowen. 60 

And his plouh beo idryue. 
to vre alre bihoue. 

})is is pes knyhtes lawe. 
loke he f>at hit wel fare. 

vi 

Jjvs que)? Alured. 

J>e mon. pe on his youh]?e. yeorne leorne)?. 
wit and wisdom, and i writen reden / 
he may beon on elde. wenliche lorJ?eu. 

And pe J>at nule one youh]>e yeorne leorny. 
wit and wysdom. and iwriten rede. 

}>fct him schal on elde. sore rewe. 

]?enne cumej> elde. 
and vnhel]?e. 

]?enne beop his wene 
ful v/ropc isene. 

Bo)>e heo beo]) bi swike. and eke hi beo]) a swunde 

vii 

)>us quej> Alured. 

Wy]?vte wysdome is weole wel vnwur)?. 
for pey o mon ahte. huntscuenti Acres. 

and he hi hadde isowen. alle myd reade golde. 80 

And f | gold greowe. so grcs dop on eor)?e. [f. 263 r 

nere he for his weole. neuer J?e furj?er. 

Bute he him of frumfe. freond iwrche. 
for. hwat is gold, bute ston. 

bute if hit haue]? wismon. 85 

viii 

J>us quep Alured. 

He scolde neuer yongmon howyen to swi]?e. 

85. After wismon , ut deleted. 


65 


70 


75 
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peih him his wyse wel ne lykie. 

Ne peih he ne welde. al pat he wolde. 

for god may. yeue god after vuele. 90 

weole after wowe. penne he wule. 
wel is him pat hit ischapen is. 


pus seyp Alured. 

8Trong hit is to reowe. 

ayeyn pe see pat flowep. 96 

so it is to swynke. 

ayeyn vnylimpe. 

pe mon. pe on his youhpe. 

swo swinkep. 

and worldes weole her iwirp. 100 

pat he may on elde. 
idelnesse holde. 

And ek myd his worldes weole. 
god iqueme er he quele. 

youpe and al pat he hauep i drowe. 105 

is penne wel bi towe. 


x 

pus quep Alured. 

Monymon wenep pat he wene neparf. 
longes lyues. ac him lyep pe wrench. 

for panne his lyues alre best luuede. no 

penne he schal leten.*' lyf his owe. 

for nys no wrt uexynde a wude. ne a velde. 

pat euer mvwe pas feye furp vp holde. 

Not no mon pene tyme. 

hwanne he schal. heonne tume. 115 

Ne nomon pene ende. 

9 1 * Penne he wule after yeue in 1. 90. 105. you)>e in darker ink in a space 

too large for it ; similarly dowejxs, 1. 1x8; wlonk } 1 . 1 24 ; vote A t 1 . 1 29 ; Mayhems, 

h 130- 
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VI. THE PROVERBS OF ALFRED 


hwenne he schal heonne wende. 

Dryhten hit one wot. dowej?es louird. 
hwanne [we] vre lif leten schule. 

xi 

}>us quej? Alured. 120 

Yf jm seoluer and gold. 

ye/st and weldest in j?is world. 

Newr vpen eoij>e. 
to wlonk. J>u ny wr]?e. 

Ayhte nys non ildre istreon / 125 

ac hit is godes lone. 

hwanne hit is his wille. J>arof we schulle wende. 

And vre owe lyf. myd alle for leten. 

}>anne schulle vre lfon. to vre vouh. gripen. 

wqjden vre May})enes. and leten vs by hinde. 130 

xii 

}ms quej? Alured. 

Me ilef f>u nouht to fele. uppe J>e see J^at flowe)?. 

If ]>u hafst madmes monye and inowe. 

gold and seoluer. hit schal gnyde to nouht. 

to duste hit schal dryuen. Dryhten schal | libben euere. [f. 263 v 

Monymon for his gold. haue}> godes vrre. 136 

And for his seoluer. hymseolue foryemej). foryetej? and forlese)?. 

Betere him by come iboren )?at he nere. 

xiii 

J>us que)> Alured. 

Lvste]) ye me leode. 140 

ower is )?e neode. 

And ich eu wille lere. wit and wisdom. 

J>at alle J>ing ou*rgo)>. 

syker he may sitte. J?e hyne hauej? to ivere. 

For )?eyh his eyhte him ago. 145 

his wit ne agoj) hym neu<?rmo. 


122. yttst\ycfst MS. 
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for ne may he forvare. 
pe hyne hauep to vere. 
pe wiie his owe lyf. ileste mote. 

xiv 

pus quep Alured. 150 

If pu hauest seorewe. 

ne seye pu Ml nouht pan arewe. 

seye hit pine sadelbowe. and ryd pe s'nginde forp. 

penne wile wene. pet pine wise ne con . J 

pat pe pine wise wel lyke. 155 

serewe if pu hauest. and pe erewe hit wot / 

by fore, he pe menep : 

byhynde he pe telep. 

pu hit myht segge swyhc rno n. 

pat pe ful wel on. 160 

wypvte cohere ore. 
he on pe Muchele more. 

By hud hit on pire hcorte. J 
pat pe eft ne smeone. 

Ne let pu hyne wite. 165 

al pat pin heorte by wite. 

xv 

pus quep Alured. 

3BTe schal tu neuere pi wif. by hire v/lyte cheose. 
for neu er none pinge. pat heo to pe bryngep. 

Ac leorne hire custe. heo cupep hi wel sone. 170 

For mony mon for ayhte. vuele iauhtep. 

And ofte mon of fayre. frakele icheosep. 
wo is him pat vuel wif. 
bryngep to his cotlyf. 

So him is alyue/ 175 

pat vuele ywyuep. 

For he schal vppen eorpe, 

149. After / erased. 
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dreori iwurpe. 

Monymow singep. 

pat wif hom bryngep. 180 

wiste he hwat he brouhte. 
wepen he myhte. 

xvi 

pus quep Alured. 

Ne wurp pu neuer so wod. ne so wyn drunke. 

pat Guere segge pine wife. alle pine wille. 185 

For if pu iseye pe bi vore. pine ivo alle. 

And pu hi myd worde iwrepped heuedest. 

Ne scholde heo hit lete. for ping lyuyinde. 

pat heo ne scholde pe forp vpbreyde. of pine baleusypes. 

wymmon is word. wop. q hauep tunge to swift. 190 

peyh heo wel wolde. 

nemay heo. hi nowiht welde. 


pus quep Alfred. | 
iDelschipe and oiurprute. 
pat lerep yong wif vuele pewes. 

And ofte pat wolde. 
do. pat heo ne scholde. 
pene vnpev lihte. 
leten heo myhte. 

If heo ofte a swote forswunke were, 
peyh hit is vuel to buwe. 
pat beo nule treowe. 

For ofte Musep pe kat. aft<r hire moder. 
pe mon pat let wymmon his mayster iwurpe. 
Ne schal he neu<r beon ihurd. 
his wordes lou^rd. 

Ac heo hine schal steorne 
totrayen. and toteone. 

And selde wurp he blype and gled. 


[f. 264 r 
*95 


200 


205 
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pe mon pat is his wiues qued. a 10 

Mony appel is bryht wipvtc. and Bitter wipinne. 

So is mony wymmon. on hyre fader bu:e. 

Schene vnder schete. and peyh neo is schendlul. 

So is mony gedelyng. gocdyche on ho^se. 

and is peyh Intel wurp. 215 

wlonk bi pe glede. 
and vuel at pare neode. 

xviii 

pus quep. A 1 ureJ. 

[U’jEure pu bi pine lyue. 

pe word of pine wyue. 220 

to swipe pu. ne arede. 

If heo beo iwrepped 
myd worde. oper myd dede. 
wymmow wepep for mod. 

oftere pan for eny god. 225 

And ofte lude 3 slide, 
for to vordr)»? hire wille. 

Heo wepep operhwile. 
for to do pe gyle. 

Salomon hit hauep i sed. 230 

pat wymmon can wel vuelne red. 

pe hire red folewep. 

heo bryngep hine to seorewe. 

for hit seyp in pe lop. 

as scumes for teop. 235 

hit is i furn i seyd. 

f cold red is quene red. 

hu he is vnlede. 

pat folewep hire rede. 

Ich hit ne segge nouht for pan. 240 

pat god ping, ys god wymmon. 

pe mon pe hi may i cheose. and i couere over opre. 


219. Eure MS. 


224. mod] first stroke of m erased. 
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xix 

J>us quej? Alured. 

Monymon wenej> J?at he weny ne )?arf. 

Freond J>at he habbe. j?ar me him vayre bi hat. 
Seyj? him vayre bi vore. and frakele bi hynde. 
so me may }?ane lo]?e lengust lede. 

Ne ilef }?u neu^r )>a ne mon. 
pat is of feole speche;/. 

Ne alle pe ]?inge. 

J>at J?u iherest singer. 

Mony mon hauej? swikelne mu]?, 
milde and monne forcu)?. 

Nele he pe cu)?e. hwenne he pe wule bi kache. 

xx 

]?us que]? Alured. 

I>h sawe mon is wis. And ]?urh hisel}?e. glev. 
fmrh lesinge mon is lo]?. and jrnrh lu)>re wrenches. 
And | vnwurj). 

And )?urh hokede honde. ]?at he bere]?. 
him seolue he forvare}?. 

From lesynge pu J?e wune. 

And alle vn)>ewes ]?u pe bi schune. 
so myht )?u on feode. 
leof beon in alle leode. 

And luue )>yne nexte. he is at pe neode god. 

At chepynge. and at chyreche, 

freond pu )?e iwurche. 

wy)> pou^re and wij? riche. 

wij? alle monne ilyche. 

fanne myht }?u sikerliche. sely sytte. 

And ek faren ouer lond !e 
hwider so beoj) pi wille. 


M5 

350 

255 

[f. 264 v 
360 

365 

270 


256. his efye. t/iort is glev MS. 
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xx ; 

pus quep Aiured. 

AUe world ayhte 

schulle bicumen to P3uhte. u 73 

And vyches cunnes madmes. to mixc schulen iMulten. 

And vre owe lif- lutel hwile ileste. 
for peyh o mon. wolde al pe wonde. 

And al pe wunne. be parinne wunyep 

Ne myhte he parmyde his lif. none hwih hnkle. a8o 

Ac al he schal forletcn. on a litel stunde. 

And schal vre blissc/ to balewe us iwurpe. 

Bute if we wurchep. wylien cristes. 

Nu bipenche we panne vs sulue. 

vre lif to leden, so crisi vs gyimep lere. 285 

panne niawe we wenen. pat he wule vs wrpie. 
for so seyde Salomon, pe wise, 
pe mon pat her wel dep. 
he cumep par he lyen fop. 

on his lyues ende. 290 

he hit schal avynde. 


xxii 

pus quep Aiured. 

Ne gabbe pu ne schotle. 
ne chid pu wyp none sotte. 
ne myd manyes cunnes tales, 
ne chid pu wip nenne dwales. 

Ne neu^r pu ne bigynne. 
to telle pine typinges. 

At nones fremannes borde. 
ne haue pu to vale worde. 

Mid fewe word^. wismon 
fele bi luken wel con. 

And sottes bolt is sone iscohte. 
for pi ich holde hine for dote, 
pat sayp al his wille. 


295 


300 


305 
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panne he scholde beon stille. 
For ofte tunge breke}> bon/ 
J?eyh heo seolf nabbe non. 


xxiii 

J>us que}> Alured. 

Wis child is fader blisse. 

Jf hit so bitydep J>at p\i bern ibidest. 
pe hwile hit is lutel. ler him mon)>ewes. 
panne hit is | wexynde / hit schal wende par to. 
pe betere hit schal iwur]?e 
euer buuen eorJ>e. 

Ac if pu him lest welde. werende on worlde. 

lude and stille. 

his owene wille. 

hwanne cume)? ealde. 

ne myht )?u hyne awelde. 

)>anne dej> hit sone. 

J>at pe b\p vnyqueme. 

Oferhowe)? pin ibod. 

and make)) pe ofte sorymod. 

Betere pe were, 
iboren J>at he nere. 

for betere is child vnbore. ))ane vnbuhsum. 

)>e mon J>e spare)? yeorde. and yonge child^. 
and let hit arixlye. )?at he hit areche ne may. 
f>at him schal on ealde / sore reowe. Ameti. 


310 


[f. 265 r 
3*5 


320 


335 


330 


Expl/Wiw/ dicta Regis Aluredi. 
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VII. MEMENTO MORI 


Mor. may longe lyues wene. 

[f.252 v 

Ac ofte him lyej) )^e wrench, 
feyr weder turne)) ofte in to reyne. 
3 wunderliche make)) his blench. 
))arvore mon. )?u J>e by)?ench. 
A 1 schal falwy )>i grene. 6 
waylaway. nys king ne quene. 
))atne schal dry nke of dej)esdrench. 
Mon er )?u falle of })i bench. 
))yne sunne )m aquench. 10 

ITisnonsostrong.nesterk.ne kene. 
))at may agode)>es wy)?er blench. | 
Yung and olde. briht and schene. 

[f- 253 r 

Alle he ryuej) on o streng. 14 
Fox and ferlych is his wrench. 
Ne may no mon )>ar to yeynes. 
waylaway freting ne bene. 
Mede. liste. ne leches drench. 
Mon let sunne and lustes f>ine. 
wel J)u do ] wel )>u }>ench. ao 

Do bi salomones rede. 

Mon. 3 ]>enne )>u schalt wel do. 
Do as he }>e tauhte and seyde. 
))at })in endinge )?e bringe]) to. 
)>enne ne schaltu neu*r mysdo. 


Ac so»*e j)U myht J)e adrede. 
way laway such wene)) to lede. 
Long lif. and blysse vnderfo. 

Ac de|) lute)) in his scho. 

Hym stilliche. to fordo. 30 

Mon hvi nnltu )>e biknowe. 
Mon hwi nultu ))e biseo. 
of fule ful))e ))u art isowe. 
wurmes fode. bu schalt beo. 34 
her nauestu blisse dayer. ))re. . 
Ac ))i lif al })U last in wowe. 
weylawey de)) ]>c schal a dun 
))rowe. 

f>er ))u wenest heyust to steo. 

In dej) schal )>i lyf endi. 

And in wop al j)i gleo. 40 

World and weole. j)e biswike)). 
Iwis heo beoj) ))ine ifo. 

If )>e world wi)) weole ]>e slyke)) 
))at is for to do J)e wo. 
))arefore. let lust ouergo. 45 
And eft hit )>e like)). | 
weylawey. sore he him biswi- 
kej). [f. 253 v 

))at for one stunde o))er two. 
wurche)) him pyne. euermo. 
Mon. ne do jm nouht swo. 50 
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VIII. POEMA MORALE 
(Lambeth MS.) 

ieh em nu alder )?ene ich wes awintre q a lare . [f. 59 v 
Ich welde mare f>ene ich dede mi 'wit' ahte bon mare. 
Wei longe ich habbe child ibon a worde j a dede 
Jrn'h' ich bo a wintre aid to jung ich em on rede. 

vnnet lif ich habbe iled. 3 jet me J>ingf> ilede. 5 

Jjenne ich me bi £>enche wel ful sare ich me adrede. 
mest al f ich habbe idon bifealt to child hade. 

Wel late ich habbe me biJ)ocht. J bute God me nu rede. 

Foie idel word ich habbe iqweSen softften ich speke kufte. 

foie junge dede idon S pe me of ]?inchet nu$e. 10 


-JSIest al f me likede er nu . J hit me mis likeS 
J>a muchel fuliecS his wil. J hine solf he biswike'S. 

Ich mihte habbe bet idon. hefde ich pe iselfe. 

Nu ich walde ah ich ne mei f for elde q for un hel}>e. 

Elde me is bi stolen on. er ich hit wiste. 15 

ne michte ich seon bi fore me. for smike ne for miste. 

Erje we beo$ to done god. 3 to ufele al to J>riste. 

Mare eie stondeS men of monne J?anne horn do of cr*ste. 

J)e wel ne do $ J?e hwile pe ho mujen. wel oft hit schal rowen.*' 

j?enne je mawen sculcn *3 repen *£ ho er sowen. ao 

Do he to gode f he muje pc hwile f he bo aliue. 

ne lipnie na mon to | muchel to childe ne to wiue. [f. 60 r 

pe him solue forjet for wiue ne for childe . J 

he seal cumen in uuel stude bute him God bo milde. 

BendetS sum god bi foren eow. pe hw[i]le je mujen to houene. 
for betere is an elmesse biforen / }>enne bo$ eiier souene. 26 
Alto lome ich habbe igult a werke q o worde. 

Al to muchel ich habbe Lpent. ro liiel ihud in horde. 

Ne beo }?e loure )?ene £>e sulfV ne pin mei. ne f?in maje. 

Soht is f is oner's' monnes frond betr*> f?en his ajen. 30 

2. ihc ich MS. mi iik ahte ; wit in margin MS. 14. unheU)>e MS. 

27. {ink MS. 28. in tch MS. 
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POEMA MORALE 
(Trinity MS.) 

I ch am nu elder pan ich was a wintre 3 a lore. [f. 1 r 

Ich wealde more pan idude mi wit oh to be more 
To longe ich habbe child iben a worde 3 a dade. 
peih ibie a winter eald to jung ich am on rade. 

Vnnet lif ich habbe Had 3 $iet me pinched dade 5 

pan ibiftenche me par on wel sore irn .* adrade. 

Mast al ich habbe idon is idelnessc 3 chilce. 

Wel late ich habbe me bi poht bute me god do milcc. 

Fele idei word ich habbe ispeken setSen ich speken cuSe. 

3 fele jeunge dade idon pe me offtinkeS nu 5 e. 10 

Alto lorne ich habbe igult a werke 3 a worde. 

Alto muchel ic habbe ispend to litel ileid on horde. 

Mast al pat me likede ar nu hit me mislicaft. 
pe mu[c]hel fo^etS his iwil him selfen he biswicaft. 

Ich mihte habben bet idon. hadde ich po isel$e 15 

Nu ich woide ac ine mai for elde 3 for unhalfte. 

Elde me is bistolen on ar ich hit iwiste 

Ne mai ich isien bifore me for smeche ne for miste. 

A^e we be$ to don god to juel al to priste 
More eie stondeft man of man pan him do of criste. 20 

pe wel ne de$ pe hwile he mai wel ofte hit sal him rewen. 
pan alle men sulle ripen pat hie ar sewen. 

Do al to gode pat he muje ech pe hwile he beS aliue. 

Ne lipne noman to muchel to childe ne to wiue. | 
pe pe him selfe forget for wiue ot>er for childe [L 1 v 

He sal cumen on euel stede bute him god be milde. 26 

Sende god biforen him man pe hwile he mai to heuene 
For betre is on almesse biforen pan ben after seuene. 

Ne bie pe leuere pan pe self ne pi maei ne pi mowe 

Sot is pe is oSer mannes frend betere pan his owen. 30 

19. Ar je MS. jucl ] j corr. out of /. 
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Ne lipnie vvif to hire were, ne were to his wiue 
bo for him solue ech Mon. pe 'h'wile f he bo aliue. 

Wis is pe to him solue pench pe hwile pe mot libben. 
for sone wule hine fo^eten )?e fremede 3 pe sibbe. 
pe wel ne deft pe hwile he mai . J ne seal wenne he walde. 35 
Monies monnes sare iswinc habbeft oft unholde. 

Ne seal na mon don afirst. ne slauen wel to done. 

for moni mon bihateft wel pc hit foqeteft sone. 

pe Mon. pe wule siker bon to habben Codes blisse. 

do wel him solf hwile f he mai / penne haueft he his mid iwisse. 40 

pes riche Men . weneft bon siker purh walle 3 purh diche. 

pc deft his echte on sikere stude he hit sent to heueneriche. 

for per ne perf he bon ofdred of fure ne of poue 

per ne | perf he him binimen pe lafte ne pe loue. [f. 60 v 

per ne perf he habben kare of }eve ne of ^elde. 45 

pider he sent. 3 solf bereft to lutel 3 to selde. 

pider we sculen dra3en j don wel ofte 3 ilome. 

for per ne seal me us naut binimen mid wrangwise dome. 

pider 3c sculen ^orne dra^en. walde }e god ileue. 

for ne mei per hit ou binimen king ne reue. 50 

A 1 f beste f we hefden pider we hit solde senden 

for per we hit michte finden eft. 3 habben buten ende. 

po pe er doft eni God for habben godes are. 

al he hit seal finden eft per j hundred fald mare. 

pe pet echte wile halden wel hwile pe he mu^e es welden. 55 

Giue hies for godes luue i penne dep hes wel ihalden. 

Vro swine 3 ure tilpe is ofte iwoned to swinden. 

Ach f pe we doft for godes luue.*' eft we sculen al finden. 

Ne seal nan ufel bon un bocht. ne nan god unforjolden. 

vfel we dop al to muchel. 3 god lesse pewne we sculden. 60 

po pe mest doft nu to gode. j pe lest to lafte. 

Eifter to lutel j to muchel seal pu«ehen eft horn bape. 
per me seal ure werkes weien bi foran pe heuen king, 
and $euen us ure swinkes lan efhr ure erninge. 

Ech mon mid f he hauet. mei buggen houene riche. 65 
45. jeve) v cor r. oat of/ MS. 50. MS. 
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Ne hopie wif to h«re were ne were to hifc wiue 
Be for him self afric man pe hwile he bet$ ali\ie. 

Wis pe him selue bftencheS pe hwile he mot libben 

For sone willed him forjiete pe fremde pc sibbe. 

pe wel ne dot!) pe liwdc he mai ne sal he pan be wolde. 35 

For manimannes sore i swine habbetS ofte unhokie. 

Ne solde noman don a furst ne laten wei to done 
For maniman bihotet? wel pat hi foqieteS sone. 
pe man pe wile siker ben to habben godes blisse. 

Do wel him self pe hwile he mai panne hauetS hes mid iwisse. 40 
pe richemen wenetS siker ben pu'r'ch wallen 3 thurh dichen. 

Me detS his aihte an siker stede pe hit sent to heueriche. 

For par'f he' ben ofdrad o*' fure ne of pieue. 

par ne mai hit him binime pe loSe ne pe lieue. 

par ne parf he habben care of here ne of jielde *5 

pider we sendeS j ec beretS to litel j to selde. 

pider 'we solden' drawen 3 don wel ofte j ilome. 

For par ne sal me us naht binime mid wrong wise dome. | 
pider we solde jierne drawen wolde 3ie me ileuen. [f. 2 r 

For ne mai hit us binime no king ne no syrreue. 50 

Alpat beste pat we habbetS her pider we solde sende. 

For par we mihte finden eft, j habben abuten ende. 

Se pe her dots ani god for'to' haben godes ore. 

A 1 he hit sal eft finde par 3 hundredfealde moie. 

Se pe aihte wile holde wel pe hwile hes mu3e wealden. 55 

}ieue hes for godes luue panne dots hes wel ihealden. 

For ure swinch j ure tiltSe is ofte wuned to swinde. 

Ac al pat we ^ieuetS for godes luue al we hit sulen eft finden. 

Ne sal par non euel ben unboht ne god unfoqolden. 

Fuel we dots alto muchel j god lasse pan we solden. 60 

Se pe mast dots nu to gode j se last to lothe. 

Ei$er to litel j to muchel hem sal punche bofte. 
par me sal ure werkes weijen bifore pan heuen kinge. 

3 jieuen us ure werkes lean after ure erniwge. 

Africh man mid pat he hauetS mai bugge heueriche * 65 


31. After hire were , ac erased. 38. bihoteti ] 0 above a MS. 55. holde'] 0 
above a MS. 56. peue] } corr. out of G. 
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f e mare hauef q f e f e lesse / baf e hi | mu^en iliche. [f. 6 1 r 
Alse mid his p'e'nie alse oSer mift his punde. 
f is fe wunderlukeste chep / p eni mon efre funde. 
j fe $e mare ne inai don/ do hit mid his gode Jxmke. 

Alse wel se pc pc haueft golde fele manke. 70 

3 oft god kon mare fonc fen pc him jeuecS lesse. 

his werkes j his we^es his milce. j rihtwisnesse. 
lutel lac is gode lof/ f kumeS of gode wille. 

3 eclete muchel ;eue of fan pe hertc is ille. 

Houene *] horfe he ouer sich. his e^en botS swa brichte. 75 

Sunne q mone 'j houen fur boS festre a$ein his lihte. 

Nis him noht forholen ni hud. swa muchele botS his mihte. 
nis hit ne swa derne [idonl ne [a 1 swa fostre nihte. 
he wat wet fenkeS 3 hwet do$ alle qzz/ke wihte. 

Kls na laui/'d swich se is crfst. ne king swuch ure drihten. 80 

houene q orSe q al p is biloken is in his honde. 
he deS al p his wil is / a wettre q alonde. 

He makede fisses in pc se q fu^eles in pc lifte. 
he wit q waldcS alle fing q scop alle scefte. 

he is hord buten horde q cnde buten ende. 85 

he ane is eure an ilche stude wende fer fu wende. 
he is buuen us q bi nofen. bi foren q bi hinden. 
pc fe deft godes wille uwer he mei him finden. 

Helche rune he iherft q wat alle deden. 

he fur)? sichef uches monnes fonc. Wi hwat seal us to rede. 90 

We p brokeft godes hese q gulteft swa dome. 

hwet scule we seggen ofter don ct j?e muchele dome. 

))a fe luueden unriht q ufel lif | leden. [f. 61 v 

Wet sculen ho seggen ofter don / fen f e engles bon of dred, 
hwet sculen we bere?/ biforen us mid horn scule we iquemen. 
fo fe neure god ne dude fe houenliche deme. 96 

fer sculen bon doule swa foie p wulleft us forwreien. 
q nabbeft hi nafing foiqeten of al p ho isejen. 

82. tv his MS. 83. After fu fries in, h deleted. 
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pe pe more haueb 3 pe pe lasse uobe il't he, 

Alse on mid his peni se ober mid his punae 
pis is pet wunderlukeste ware pat animan funde. 
j se pe more ne mai don mid his gode ipnnke. 

Alse wel se pe pe haued goldes fele mankc. 70 

And ofte god can more pane pan pe him ^iet&eb lasse. 

At his werkes 3 his weies is milee 3 rihlwijsjnesse. | 

Litel 16 c is gode lef pe cumeb of gode wilie [i. 2 v 

j eblate muchel jicue pan his herte is ille. 

Heuene q erbe he ouer sihb his eicn beb ful brihte. 75 

Nis him no ping forholen swo muchel is his mihte. 

Ne bie hit no swo derne idon ne on swo puster nihte. 

He wot hwat pencheb q hwat dob alle quike wihte 

Nis louerd swilch is cn'st ne king swilch uie drihte 

Bobe ^iemeb pe his bien hi daie j bi nihte. 80 

Heuene q erbe q al pat is biloken is in his honden 

He dob al pat his wilie is awatere q alonde. 

He makeb pe fisses in pe sa pe fueles on pe lofte. 

He wit q wealdeb alle ping q he sop alle safte. 

He is ord abuten ord q ende abuten ende 85 

He is one afre on eche stede wende par pu wende. 

He is buuen us q bineben biforen q bihinde 
pe godes wilie dob aihware he mai} him finde 
Elche rune he hereb q he wot alle dade 

He purhsihb elches mannes pane \vi hwat sal us to rade. 90 

We pe brekeb godes has q gulteb swo ilome 

Hwat sulle we seggen ober don a te muchele dome 

We pe luueden unriht q euel lif ladden 

Hwat sulle we seggen ober don par aengles beb ofdradde 

Hwat sulle we beren us biforen mid hwan sulle we iqw^me 95 

We pe nafre god ne duden pan heuenliche deme. | 

par sulle ben deflen swo fele pat willeb us forwreicn. [f. 3 r 

Nabbeb hie no ping foiqieteu of pat hie her iseien. 

88. godeswille MS. 92. After don, an erasure of about ten letters. 93. 

unriht ] r corr. out of / MS. 
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A 1 j> we mis duden her . J ho hit wulleft kufte pere. 

[buten we habbe hit ibet. tSe hwile we her were] ioo 

A 1 ho habbeft in hore write . J $ we mis duden here, 
pach we nusten ne nise^en. ho weren ure ifere. 

Hwet sculen ordlinghe's' don. pa swicen 3 ta forsworene 
hwi bo ft foie iclepede. j swa lut icorene. 

wi hwi weren ho bijeten to hwon weren ho iborene. 105 

f sculen bon to depe idemet. 3 eure ma forlorene. 

Ech Mon, seal him solue J?er bi clepie 3 bidemew. 

his a3en werch 3 his pone te witnesse he seal /emen. 

ne mei him na Mon. alsa wel demen ne alswa rihte 

for nan ne knauft him ase 3 ere , J buten ane drihte. no 

Ech Mon, wat him solue best . J his werkes. 3 his wille. 

pc tSe lest wat bi seip> ofte mest/ pe hit al wat is stille. 

His nan witnesse alse muchel se mowne's' a^en horte. 

Wa se seitS f he bo hal. him solf wat best his smirte. 

Ech Mon , seal h[i]m solf demen to defte ofter to Hue. 115 
pa witnesse of his a3en werch hine per to seal driue. 

Al pet ech Mon haueft idon softften he com to mowne 

sculde he | hit sechen o boke iwriten he seal ipenchen penne. [f. 62 r 

Ah drihten ne denied nenne .Mow. efUr his biginnigge. 

ah al his lif seal bon suilch bo ft his endinge. iao 

3ef f his uuel al hit is uuel 3 God 3efe god his ende. 

God 3eue p ure ende bo god. j wile f he us lende. 
pe ,M<wi. p uuel don na god. ne neure god lif lcden. 
er detS dom come to his dure he mei him sare adreden. 
p he ne mu3e penne biden are. for p itit ilome. 125 

for pi he is wis pe biet 3 bit 3 bet bi fore dome. 

Wenne deft is attere dure wel late he biddep are. 

Wei late he latheft uuel were pe ne mei hit don ne mare. 


p achten we to leuen wel. for ure drihten solf hit seide. 

A hwilke time se eure .Mew. of pinchp his misdede. 130 

100. Supplied from MS. e. 105. w hwon MS. 108. temtri\ demcn MS. 
XU. before werkis, werhes deleted. 1 30. fingchfi MS. 
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AlJ?at hie iseien her hie willed cu$en paie 

Bute we haben hit ibet pe hwile we here waren. 100 

A 1 hie habbeft on here wiite J?at we misduder? here, 
peih we hes ne niseien hie waren ure ife r en. 

Hwat sullen horlinges don pes wichen 3 pe forsvorene 
Wi swo fele be$ icleped swo fewe bed icorene 
Wi hwi waren hie bi^iete to hwan waren hie iborene. 105 

pe sulle ben to deaSe idemd 1 afremo forlorene. 

Elch man 'sal' par biclepien himselfen j ec demen. 

Hij o;en were 3 his pane to witnesse he sal temen. 

Nemai him noman alse wel demen ne alse rihie 

For non ne cnoweS hine alse wel buten one drihte. no 

Man wot him self best his werkes j his wille. 

Se pc last wot he seift ofte mast se pit al wot is stille 
Nis no witnesse alse muchel se mannes ojen hierte 
Hwo se seitS pat hie be$ hoi him self wot his smierte. 

Elch man sal him selfen demen to cleave o$er to liue. 1 1 5 

pe witnesse of his o;en were to o$er pan hine sal diiue. 

Alpat afri man haueft idon sefien he cam to manne 
Swo he hit iseie aboc iwrite he sal hit penche panne. 

Ac drihte ne demetS noman after his biginninge 
Ac al his lif sal ben teald after his endinge. | 120 

}ief pe endinge is god al hit is god* 3 euel ;ief euel is pe ende. [f. 3 v 

God 3ieue pat ure ende be god 3 }ieue pat he us lende. 

Se man pe nafre nele don god ne nafre god lif lade. 

Are dea'S 3 dom cumetS to his dure he mai; him sore a drade 
pat he ne m^e panne bidden ore for pat itit dome. 125 

For pi he wis pe bit 'j bi;iet 3 bet bifore dome, 
panne pe deaS is ate dure wel late he biddeS ore. 

Wel late he lateS euel were pan he hit ne mai don no more. 
Sennc lat pe 3 pu nah him pan pu hit ne miht do no more/ 

For pi he is sot pe swo abit to habben godes ore. 130 

peih hweSere we hit leueS wel for drihte self hit sade. 

Elche time sal pe man ofpunche his misdade 


108. // is ] Hie MS. 
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Of>er raj?cr ofter later / milce he seal imeten. 

Ac /e j> J?er naf cS j nocht ibet / wel muchel he haueft to beten. 
Monimon seit hwa rechft of pine pe seal habben J>ende. 

Ne bidde ich na bet bo alesed a domes dei of bende. 

lutel he wat wet is pine, q lulel he hit scaweft 135 

hwice hete is j^er )?a saule wunetS hu biter wind J>er blaweft. 

hefde he bon per enne dei ofter twa bare tide / 

nolde he for al middenerd j>e )?erdde J>cr abiden. 

jx*t habbeft iseid J>[e ] eomen J^onen )?a hit wisten mid iwissen. 

wa wur IS sonje scuejer. for souenihte blisse. 140 

In hure blisse pe | fe ende haueft. for endelese pine. [f. 62 v 

betere is wori water drunch / pen alter meind mid wine. 

Swines brede is swift e swete. swa is of wilde dore. 
alto dore he is abuh / }>c 5efft )>er fore his swore. 

Fpl wombe mei lihtliche speken of hunger, q of festen / 145 

swa mei of pine pc ne cnauft pc seal a ilesten. 

Hefft he ifonded suwme stunde / he wolde al seggen o'fter. 

Et lete him were wif. child, suster. feder q bro’fter. 

Al he walde q ofterluker don q ofterluker Jienchew 
Wenne he bijjohte on helle fur }?e nawiht ne mei quenchen. 150 
Eure he walde her inne wawe q ine wene wunien / 

Wift f pe mihte helle pine bi flien q bi sunien 
Et lete him were al world wele q orftliche blisse. 
for to j> muchele blisse cumen is murj^e mid iwisse. 

Iwule nu cumen eft to f>e dome f ich er ow of sede 155 
A f>a dei q at ta dome us helpe cr/st q rede. 

]?er we mujen bon e^e offerd q hertle us adredew. 

]^er he seal al son him bi foren his word q ec his deden. 

Al seal ]?er bon Jxmne cud J?er mew lu^en her cut stelen. 

Al seal ])er bon jw/ne unwron / f men wruijen her q helen. 160 
We sculen alre monne lif iknauwen alse ure ahen. 
per sculen eueniwgges bon j^e riche q J>e la3e. 

Ne seal na mon skamie J>er ne perf he him a dreden. 

Gif him her ofj^inc)? | his gull q bet his misdede. [f. 63 r 

for him ne scame]-> ne ne gromeft pe sculen bon ibor5en. 165 

132. fe] we MS. 144. abuh ] abuUh MS. 152. Ilefore fr, me deleted. 
163. shamie] smakic MS. 
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Ofter rafter ofter later milce he cal imetc. 

Ac pe pe her naueft ihet muchel he haued to bete 

Maniman seift hwo feche pine pe sal habben ende 135 

Ne bidde ich no bet bie ich alesed a domejdai of bende. 

Litel wot he v h'wat is pine 3 litel he cnoweft 

Hwilch hit is par sovvle wunieft hwu biter wind par bloweft. 

Hadde he ben par on ofter two bare tiden. 

Nolde he for al midden eard pe pridde par abider*. 140 

pat habbed isaid pe come panne pit wiste mid iwisse. 

Wo wurfte sore^e seue ^ier for seue nihtc blisse. 

3 ure blisse pe ende haueft for ende lease pmc 
Betere is wori water pan atter imengd mid wine. 

Swines brade is wel swete swo is of wilde diere. 145 

Ac al to diere he hit abuift pe }iefft par fore his swieic. 

Ful wombe mai lihtliche speken of hunger 3 of faster 
Swo mai of pine pe not hwai is pine pe sal hasten. | 

Hadde fonded sumo stunde he woldc seggcn ofter [f. 4r 

Kftlate him ware wif 3 child suster 3 fader 3 brofter. 150 

Al he wolde ofterluker don '3 ofterluker penche 
pan he biftohte an helle fur pat no wiht ne mai quenche. 

Afre he wolde her in wo 3 in wane wunien 
Wiftpan he mihte helle fur biflen 3 bisunien. 

Eftlate him ware al wele 3 erfteliche blisse 155 

For to pe muchele blisse cume pis murie mid iwisse. 

Iflch wulle nu cumen eft to pe dome pe ich eow ar of sade. 

On pe daie 3 on pe dome us helpe crist 3 rade 

par we mu^en ben sore offerd 3 harde us ofdrade. 

par elch sal al isien him biforen his word 3 cc his dade. 160 

Al sal par ben panne cuft pat men lu3en her 3 halen. 

Al sal par ben panne unwrien pat men her hudden 3 stalen. 

We sullen alre manne lif icnowen alse ure o;en 
par sullen efninges ben to pe heie 3 to pe loje. 

Ne sal peih no man sarnie piar ne parf he him adrade. 165 

jief him her ofpincheft his gult 3 bet his mis dade. 

For hem ne sameft ne ne grameft pe sulle ben iboreje 

133. After imete, acj> erased. 137. //AMS. After cnozued, erasure of hivil. 
140. After A r olde erasure of two letters. ahnidden MS. 153. After zounien, 
zvid fan he mihte erased. 157. eft eft MS. 165. fiar^ a corr. out of c. 
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Ach popre habbep scome j grome 3 oft fele sor$e. 

p© do m seal son© bon idon ne lest he nawiht lowge. 

ne seal him na mon mene per of strrngpe nc of wronge. 

pe sculen habbe herdne dom pa her weren herde. 

pa pe uuele holden wreche men 3 uuele laje redde. 170 

Ec efter -f he efp idon sal per penne [boon] idemet. 

[blitSe mei he #enne beon. pe god haf# wel icwemedj 
All© pa pi sprung© bop of adam j of eue. 

Alle hi sculen cumen pider for so#e we hit ileue#. 

pa pe habbe# wel idon efter hore mihte. 175 

to houene riche hi sculen faren for# mid ure drihte. 

pa pe habbe# doules were idon. J per inne bo ifunde. 

hi sculen faren for# mid him in to helle grunde. 

per hi sculen wunien a buten are 3 ende. 

He brekep neure drihte helle gate for lesen hi of bendc. 180 
Nis na sullic poeh hom bo wa ) hom bo uneade. 

Ne seal neure eft cr/st polio dep for lesen horn of deape. 

Knes drihten helle brec his frond he ut broth te. 

him solf he polede dc# for him . wel dore he hom bohte. 

Nalde hit mei do for mei. ne sustcr for brotSer. 185 

naldt hit Mine do for fader ne na rnori for o#er. 

Vr© alre laur/d for his prelies ipined wes n rode, 
vre bendes he unbon[dJ 3 bohte us mid his blode. 

We jeue# | une#e for his luue a stuche of ure brede. [f. 63 v 
Nc penke we noht p he seal deme pa qnfke j pa dede. 190 

Muchele luue he us cudde. walde we hit undr/stonde 
f ure eldre misduden we habbe# uuele on honde. 

Dep com in pis middenerde purh pes doules honde. 

3 sake 3 sor^c 3 swine a watr/e 3 a londe. 

Vr© forme fader gult. we abu5e# alle. 195 

[eal his 6f spring efter hi///, cn hearme is bi fcalle.] 

purst 3 hunger, chele 3 hete. helde 3 unhel#e. 

purh him de# com in pis middenerd 3 o#er unisel#e. 

Nere na mon dies ded ne sec ne nan unsele. 


172, 196. Supplied from MS. e. 


178. mid mj 4 MS. 
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Ac poftre habbeS same 3 grame 3 oSer fele screje. 
pe dom jal ben sone idon ne last hit nowihi longe 
Ne sal him noman aiene par of strenctSe ne of wronge 
po sulle habben hardne dom pe here waren hardde 
po pe euel hidden wreche men -j euel la^e arerde. 

Elch after pat he hauetS idon sal par ben panne idem</ 

BlicSe mai he panne ben pe god hauecS wel iquemd. 

\ lie po pe sprunge be <5 of ada m of eue 

Alle hie sulle pidei cume for sotSe we hit ileued. | 
j)o pe habbed wel idon after here mihte 
To heueriche hie sulle fare fortS mid ure diihtc. 
po pe deueles werkes habeS idon par inne betS ifunde 
Hie sulle fare forS mid hem into helle grunde. 
par hie sulie wunien abuten ore j ende. 

I$rec <5 nafre eft crist helle dure for lesen hem of bend* 

Nis no sellich peih hem be wo q peih hem be unease 
Nc sal nafre eft crist policn dea£ for lesen hem of dea&e. 

.Encs drihten helle brae his frend he ut brohte 185 

Him self he polede deafi for hem wel diere he hes bohte. 

Nolde hit mo3e don for mai nc suster [for] broker 
Nolde sune don for fader ne no man for ofter. 

Vre alre louerd for his pralles ipined he was arode 

Ure bendes he unbond 3 bohte us mid his blode. 190 

We jieueS unease for his iuue a steche of ure breade 

Ne penche we naht par pat sal deme pe qwea y pe deade. 

Muchel luue he us keddc wolde w r e hit understonde. 
pat ure elderne mi's'duden we habeS euel an honde. 

Deab' cam in pis middenserd purh ealde deueles onde 195 

3 senne 3 sore3e 3 iswinch awatere 3 [a]Ionde. 

Vre foremes faderes gult we abuget) alle 
Ai his ofsprung after him in harem is biualle 
purst hunger, chele q hete 3 alle unhalSe. 

purh deaft cam in pis midden eard J o<$er unisalSe. 200 

Nare noman elles dead ne sic ne unsele 

169. MS. 173. idemtt MS. 180. After fare, /> elided. 194 

; ntsduden ] u over e MS. 


41 


i/o 


»75 
[f. 4 V 

180 



42 


VIII. POEMA MORALE. LAMBETH MS. 


ac mihten libben cure ma a blisse 3 a hele. 


aoo 


lutel hit puwcheft moni mon. ac muchel wes pa su/me. 
for hwam alle J?olietS deS pe comen of hore cunne. 

Hore sunne 3 ec ure a;en sare us mei ofpinche. 
purh suwne we libbetS alle in sor$e 3 in swinke. 

Su$$en God nom swa muchele wrake for are misdede/ 205 

We pe swa muchel 3 swa ofte mis dots. we mi^en e$e us adrede. 
Adam and his of sprung for are £are sunne. 

Wes fele undret wintre an helle pine 3 an unwunne. 

pa pe ledden hore lif mid unriht 3 mid wrange. 

buten hit godeV milce do ho sculen bon per wel longe. 210 

Godes wisdom is wel muchel 3 alswa is his mihte 

3 nis his milce naut lesse. ac bi pan ilke iwichte. 

Mare he ane mei for pencil. pen j al folc gulte cunne. [f. 64 r 
Sulf douel mihte habbe;/ milce. ^if he hit bigunne. 
pa pe godes milce sechetN / he iwis mei ha ifiwden. 215 

Ac helle king is are les with pa pe he mei binden. 
pe pe dep is wille mest/ he haueft wurst mede. 

His ba/> seal bon wallinde. his ba$ sea/ bon berniz/de glede. 
Wurst he d e$ his gode frond/ penne his fulle fond/ 

God scilde alle godes frond, a wih swilche freonde. 220 

Neure in helle hi com. ne per ne come reche. 
pach ich elches worldes wcle. per me mahte feche 
f his wullc seggen on pat wise men us seiden. 

3 aboken hit writen per [me] mei hit reden. 

Ich hit wille seggen pan pe hit horn solf nusten. 225 

warni horn wit$ hore unfrome. ^if ho me wulleft lusten. 
vndfrstondetS nu to me edi men 3 arme. 

Ich wulle tellen of helle pin / 3 we min ow wi$ herme. 

In helle his hunger 3 purst/ twa uuele iuere. 

pas polieft pa [pe] weren maket nipinges here. 230 

per is waning 3 wow. eft^r eche streche. 

203. hore ure MS. 207. MS. 210. (/<?] MS. 218. 

bap MS. scal\ sazh MS. 229 .is his MS. 
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Ac mihte libbe afremo ablisse 3 an hale. | 

Litel lac is godc lief pe cumecS of gode wille. | f. 5 r 

j eftlate muchel ^ieue^pan his hertc is ille 

Litel hit punched maniman ac muchel was pe senne 305 

For hwan alle polieS dea'S pe comen of here kenue 
Here senne 3 ec ure ojen us muje sore ofpunche 
For senne we libe<5 alle her in sore^e in swunche. 

Soften god 11a m swo mukel wrache for one misdede 

We pe swo ofte misdoft wc mujen us cafte ofdrade 210 

Adam j al his ofspreng for one bare senne. 

Was fele hundred wintre an belle a pine j umvenne. 
po pe ladeft here lif mid unrihte j mid wronge 
Bute hit godes milce do hie sulle wunie par longc. 

Godes wisdom is wel muchel j alsse is his mihte 21$ 

Ac nis his mihte nowiht lasse ac bitSer ilke wihte. # 

More he one ma^ forjieue pan alle folc gulte cunne. 

Self deuel mihte habben milce 3ief he hit bigunne. 

pope godes milche secft iwis he mai lies finden 

Ac helle king is ore leas wift po pe he mai binden. 330 

Sc deft his wille mast he sal habbe werest mede 

His bat5 sal be wallinde pich his bed barnende glede. 

Worse he doft his gode wines pan his fiendes 
God silde alle godes friend wift swo euele friende. 

Nnfre an helle ine cam ne cumen ich par ne reche 225 

peih ich aches woreldes wele pare mihte feche. 
peih ich wille seggen cow pat wise men us saden 
-J [a] boc hit is write par me hit mai rade. | 

Ic wille seggen hit po pe hit hem self nesten [f 5 v 

' J warnin hem wift here unfreme ^ief hie me willed hlesten. 230 
Vnderstondeft nu to meward eadimen j arme 
Ich wille tellen eow of helle pine j warnin eow wift harme. 

An helle hunger *3 purst euel two iferen. 

pos pine polieft po pe ware meteniftinges here. 

par is woning 3 wop after ache strate 235 

207. After mu)£, rewen deleted MS. 210. }o altered to/*. 213. After 

/*/, an erasure, on which mid. 214. do corr. out of to . 215. mulchel MS. 

After a, an erasure. 225. Before reche,}) erased MS. 230. After here , an 
erasure of one letter MS. 
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ho faret 5 from hete to hete. q hech to frure pe wreche. 
penne hi biS in pere hete / pe chele him punchet blisse. 
pe nne hi cumeS eft to pe chele/ of hete hi iiabbeS misse. 
hi hem deft wa inoch nabbeft hi nane blisse. 335 

Nute hi hweper hem dep zmrs mid neure nane wisse. 
hi walkeft eure q secheft reste | ac 'ho' ne mu3en imeten. [f. 64 v 
for pi pe ho nolden pe hwile f ho mihten here sunne beten. 
ho secheft reste per nis nan. for pi ne mujen hi es finden. 

Ac walkeft weri up q dun / se wat cr dep mid winde. 340 

po boft pa pe weren her a panke unstedefeste. 
q pa. pe gode biheten heste 3 nolden hit ileste. 
pa pe god were bigunnen q ful enden hit nolden. 

Nu witen her. q nufte per. q nusten hwat hi wolden. 

per is bernunde pich hore saule to bapien inne. 245 

p^ pe ledden here lif in werre q in winne. 

per is fur f is undret laid hattre. pene bo ure. 

Ne mei qz/^nchen salt weter ne uersc of pe burne. 

pis is f fur f efre bernd ne mei nawiht hit que/zchen / 

per inne boft pa pe was to lof wreche men to swenchen. 250 

pa pe weren swikelemen q ful of uuel wrenchen. 

pa pe mihten uuel don. pe pe lef hit wes to penchen. 

pe luueden tening q stale, hordom q drunken. 

q a doules werche blipeliche swunken. 

pa pe weren swa le^e me ho/// ne mihte ileuen. 355 

Med ierne domes men. q wro/zgwise reuen. 

$ ofter mo/znes wif lof. his a^en et lete. 

po pe sungede muchel / a drunke q an etc. 

pe wreche mon binom his elite, q leide his on horde. 

ji lutel let of godes borde. q godes %vorde. 260 

q po pe his a$en nalde 3cuen per he isech ] pe node [f. 65 r 

Ne nalde iheren godes sonde, penne he hit herde bode. 

pe f is ofters mo/znes ping, loure pone hit sculde. 

q weren to gredi of solure q of golde. 

q pa pe untrownesse duden pon pe ho scu'l'den bon holde. 265 


236. wurs] furs MS. 


237. motion MS. 


255. lest] lele MS. 
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Hie faretS fram hate [to] chele fra /n chele to hate. 

[p]an hie beS in pe hate chele hem punched blisse 
[pjan hie cumeS eft to chele of hate hie habbeS misse. 

[EjiSer doS 'hem' wo inoh nabbeS none lisse. 

[Njiten hwcSer hem doS wers to nafre none wissc. 240 

[H]ie walketS afre *3 sccheS reste ac hie hes ne mujen imeten. 
[F]orpi pe hie nolde pe hwile hie mihten here senne heten. 

[H]ie sec'h'eS reste par non nis ac hie hes ne mu^en ifinden. 

[A]c walked wcri dp 3 dur* se water doS mid winde 

[p]at beS po pe waren her an pane unstedefastt 245 

[l] l 50 P e gode biheten aihte j hit him ilaste. 

[]] po pe god were bigunnen j ful endin hit nolden. 

[N]u waren her ^ nu par j nesten hwat he wolden 

[plar is pich pat afre walle'5 par sulle wunien inne 

[p]o pe ladeS here lif on werre j an unwinne. 3^0 

[p]ar is fur pis hundredfeald hatere pan be ure. 

|N]e mai hit quenche salt water ne auene stream ne stare. 

[p]is is pat fur pat afre barneS ne mai no wiht [hit] quenche. 

[pjarinne bet) pe was to lef wreche men to swenche. | 

po pe [waren] swikele men j ful of euele wrenchen. | f. 6 r 

-] po pe mihten euel don j lief hit was to penchen. 256 

pe luueden rauing j stale hordom j druken 

j an defies werkes bliSeliche swunken. 

po pe waren sw r o lease men pat mes ne mihte leuen 

Medjierne domes men j w'Vongwise reuen. 260 

po pe oSer mannes wif was lief her ojen eSlate 

"j po pe sunegeden muchel on druken 3 on ate. 

pe wreche men binomen here aihte j leide his on horde, 

pe litel lete of godes bode 3 of godes worde. 

3 pe his ojen nolde }ieue par he iseih pe niede 265 

Ne nolde ihere godes men pan he sat at his biede. 

po pe w r as o$er mannes ping leuere pan hit solde 

3 waren alto gradi of siluer j of golde. 

po pe untrewnesse deden pan pe he solden ben holde. 

248. mesten MS. 250. After h erased MS. 258. blitSeliche] second / 
corr. out of /. 261. After was , erasure of three letters MS. 263. After 

one letter erased. 
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3 leten J>et ho sculden don. 3 duden p ho wolden. 
pa pe weren eure abuten pisse worldes echte. 

3 duden al f pe lape gast hechte to 3 lacht£. 

3 alle pe pen anigewise doulen ique/flde. 

pa botS nu mid him in helle fordon 3 fordemet. 270 

(EGERTON MS., SECOND COPY.) 

Bute pa pe of Stifle sare heore mis dede. [f. 69 r 

3 gunne heore guiles beten 3 betere Iff laede. 
per beoS neddren 3 snaken. euete 3 frute. 

pa tereS. 3 freteS. pe uuele speke. pe niS Tulle. 3 te prute. 
Neure sunne Ser ne scinS. ne mone ne steorre. 275 

per is muchel godes hate. 3 muchel godes corn:. 

Ail ire Ser is uuel smech. Susternesse 3 eie. 

nis Ser neure oSer liht. Sene pe swierte leie. 
per ligget ladliche fund, in strange raketeje. 

f beoS pa Se were mid gode on heuene wel he$e. 280 

per beoS ateliche fund. 3 eisliche wihte. 

pas scule pa wrecche tfon. pe sunejede Surh sihte. 
per is Se laSe sathanas. 3 belzebud se ealdc. 

eaSe hi mujen beo ofdred. pe hine scule bi healde. 

Ne mei nan heorte hit fSenche. ne tunge ne can telle. 285 

hu muchel pine na hu uele sunden inne helle. 

WiS pa pine Se per beoS. nelle ich eow naht leojen, 
nis hit bute gamen 3 gleo. eal f man mei her dreojen. 

End jut ne deS heow naht sa \va. in Sa laSe bende. | 

j> hi witeS f heore pine sceal neure habbe ende. jf. 69 v 290 
par beoS pa heSene men. pe wcere laje liese. 

pe nes naht of godes bi bode, ne of godes hese. 

[U uele cristene men. hi beoS heore ifere. 

pa Se heore cristendom. uuele heoTde here. 

[j]ut hi beoS a wurse stede. on Sere helle grunde. 295 

ne sculen hi neure cume« tit. for marke ne for punde. 

[N]e mei heo m naSer helpen per. ibede ne elmesse. 

267. wenren MS. 269. iqurmdt 1 iouende MS. 283. is is MS. 290. 
After habbe, / erased. 
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3 leten al jpat hie soiden don 3 deden pat hie vvolden. 270 

po pe waren ^ietcercs of pis we-eides aihte 
3 dude al pat pe lotSe* gost hem tihte to 3 taihte. 

3 Al v po 7 pe aniwise deuei iquemde 
po be‘<5 mid hfm in helle fordon 3 demde. 


Bute po pe oftSuhte sore here misdade 275 

3 Gunne here guiles bete 3 betere lu lade. 

par betS naddren 3 snaken. eueten 3 fruden 

pe teretS 3 freletS po euele swiken pe nitSfulc 3 pe prude 

Nafre sunne par ne sinetS ne mone ne storre. 

])ar is muchel godes hete 3 muchel godes oerre. | 280 

Afre par is euel smech piesternesse 3 eie [f. 6 v 

Nis par nafre oder liht pan pe swarte leie. 

par ligetS aleliche fiend in stronge laketeie 

pal betS po pe waren mid god angles switSe heie. 

pat betS ateliche fiend 3 Eiseliche wihten 285 

po sulle pe wreche sowle isien pe sinegeden purh sihte 

par is se lotSe sathanas 3 belzebub se ealde 

EatSe he mu^en ben sore ofdrad pe sullen hes bihealde, 

Nemai non herte hit penche ne tunge hit ne mai telle 

Hwu muchele pine ne hwu fele senden in helle 290 

Of po pine pe par bietS nelle ich eow naht lie 

Nis hit bute gamen 3 glie of pat man mai here drie. 

3 jiet ne dots hem naht alse wo in pe lotSe bende 

Swo pat he witen pat here pine sal nafre habben ende 

par betS pe hatSene men pe waren la3e lease. 295 

pe nes naht of godes bode ne of godes hease. 

Euele cristene men hie betS here iferen 
po pe here cristendom euele hidden here. 

1 }iet he betS awerse stede anitSer helle grunde 

Ne sullen nafre cumen ut for peni ne for punde. 300 

Ne mai hem notSer helpe par ibede ne almesse 


274. hem MS. 277. frudeu ] d corr. out of ct MS. 292. mai corr. 

out of marg MS. 
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for nis natSer inne helle. are ne for jiuenesse. 

Sculde b\m ech man tSe hwile he muje of ftas helle pine. 

3 wemi ech his freond per witS swa ich htbbe mine. 300 

pa t 5 e sculden heo m ne cunne. ich heora wulle teche. 

ich kan beon $ief ich sceal. lichame y sawle leche. 

Lete we p god for but. ealle manne cunne. 

] do we J he us het. 3 sculde we us witS sunne. 

Luuie we god mid ure heorte. j mid al ure mihte. 305 

■j ure emcristen eal us sulf. swa us lerde drihte. 

Eal p me r£t j eal p me singc 5 . bifore godes borde. 

eal hit hanget j bi halt, bi tSisse twam worde. 
iialle godes la$e he fultS. Ze niw r e 3 tSa ealde. 

pe tSe tSas twa luue haftS. wel hi wule healde. 310 

Ac hi beotS wunder earuetS healde. swa ofte gulteS ealle. 

Fpr hit is strang to stande lange. •] liht is to fealle. 

[A ac drihte crist he }iue us strengtSe. stande p we mote. 

^ of ealle ure gultes v unne' us cume to bote. 

W e wilnietS efter woruld wele. Ze lange ne mei leste. 315 
3 leggetS eal ure iswinch. on tSin^e unste'de' feste. | 
Swunche we for godes luue. healf p we dots for yehte. T. 70 r 
ne beo we naht swa of bicherd. ne sa uuele bi kehte. 
jif we serueden gode swa we dotS erminges. 

mare we hedden en heuene, tSenne eorles her j kinges. 320 
Ne mujen hi werien heow witS chele. witS purste ne witS hunger. 

ne witS ulde. ne witS deatSe. pe uldre ne tSe ^conger. 

Ac tSer nis hunger ne tSurst. ne diets, ne unhelfte ne elde. 

of pisse riche we tSenchetS dfte. ~j of pere to selde. 

We scolden ealle us bitSenche ofte. wel ilome. 325 

hwet we beotS to whan we scule. } of hwan we come. 

Hu iitle hwile we beop her. hu lange elleV hware. 

hwet we muje habben her. -] hwet finde pere. 
jief we were wise men. tSis we scolde tSenche. 

bute we wurtSe us iwer. tSeos woruld wule us fordrenche. 330 
Mest ealle men he jiuetS drinche. of ane deofles scenche. 
he sceal hi m cunne sculde wel. jif he hine nele screnche. 

30S, cal'] Eta! MS. 309. EuUi\ afle MS. triwe] n corr. out of r, 
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for naht solden bidde par ore ne fo^ieueuessc. 

Silde him elch mart pe hwile he mai wi <5 pcs belle pine. 

-j warnie his Trend wiS swo ich habbe ido mine, 
pc pe silde hem ne cunnen ich hem wille tache 305 

[J]ch can ben aicSer }ief isa) licbame 3 sov.L lache. j 
Late we pat god forb^t alle mankcnne [f. 7 r 

do we pat he us hat 3 silue we us wid senne. 

Luue we god mid ure herte 3 mid al ure mihte 

j ure emcristen alse us self swo us ached drihte. 3 ir 

Al pal me radefr singed bifore godes borde 

Al hit hanged ~] halt bi peso twam worde 

Alle gode.r la^es hie fulletS pc newe ~) pc ealde 

pc pe pos two luues halt 35 wile hes wel healtle. 

Ac hie bie <5 wel arefetS hcaid swo ofte we gultetS alle 315 

Lor hit is strong te stance longc j liht hit is to falle. . 

Ac drihte cr/st 3eue us stieng^Se stonde pat we moten 
•3 of alle ure gultes ^ieue us cume bote. 

We wilnie<$ after wereldes wele pe longe ne mai ilaste 
j lege <5 mast al ure swine on ping unstedefaste. 320 

Swunkc we] for godes luue half pat we dotS for eihte. 

Nare we naht swo ofte bicherd ne swo euele bikeihte 

5ief we serueden god half pat we do (5 for erminges 

We mihten habben more an heuene pa n] 31‘eries j kinges 

Ne mu^e we werien nafter ne wi$ purst ne wift hunger 325 

Ne wid elde ne wit? deat 5 pe elder ne pe 3eunger 

Ac par nis hunger ne purst. dcatS ne unhaltSc ne elde. 

Of pesse riche we penchet? to ofte of pare alto selde. 

We solden bipenchen us wel ofte j ilomc 

llwat we betS to hwan we sullen y of hwan we come. 330 

Hwu litle hwile we bietS her hwu longe elles hware 
Hwat we mu3en habben her -j hwat we findetS pare. | 

5 ief [we] waren wise men pus we solden penchen [f. 7 v 

Lute we wurtSen us iwar pis wereld us wile drenchen 
Mast alle men hit 3ieuetS drinken of on euele senche 335 

He sal him cunnen silde wel 31’ef hit him nele screnche. 

307. After /a/, w erased. 313, godel MS. 315. gu/tefi] t over 

326. After tide, ne wid elde MS. 329. Homo MS. 
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M id ealmiht^es godes luue. ute we us biwerien. 

wiS Sises wrecches woreldes luue. f he ma^e us derien. 

Mid festcn gelmes 3 ibede. werie we us wiS sunne. 335 

MfS tSa wepne Se god haueS. bi 31‘ten man cunne. 

Lete we pe brade .stret. 3 Sene wei bene. 

pe I e/ f n^eSe del to belle of manne. 3 ma ich wene. 

Ga we Sene naerewne wei. 3 'Sene wei grene. 

Ser Tor'S TareS litel folc. ac hit is feir 3 scene. 34° 

pe brade stret is ure iwill. Se is us laS to forlsetc. 

pa Se eal fol^eS his fwill. fareS bi Sussc strete. 

Hi mu3cn lihtliche gan mid Sere under hulde. 

Surh ane godliese w«de 'into' ane bare felde. [f. 70 V 

[J)je na^rewei is godes hese. Ser forS fareS wei fie we. 345 

f beoS Sa Se hcom sculdeS jeorne wiS teche un Scawc. 
jpjas gaS unieSc ^eanes Se cliuc. a3ean pe hea3e hulle. 

Sas leteS eal heore a3en will, for godes hese to fulle. 

[Gia we alle pene wei. for he us wule bringe. 

mid te feawe feire men. beforen heuen kinge. 330 

per is ealre murhSe mest. mid englene sange. 

Se is a pusend wintre Ser. ne SincS hi m naht to langc. 
pe Se lest haueS. hafS swa michel f> he ne bit namare. 

pe Sa blisse for Sas for let hit hi/;/ mei reowe sare. 

[Nje mei nan uuel ne na wane beon inne godes riche. 355 

Sch per beoS wununges fele. pech oSer uniliche. 

Sume Ser habbeS lesse murhSe. 3 sume habbeS mare. 

aefter San pe dude her. efter San f he swanc sare. 

[Nje sceal Ser beon ne bried ne win. ne oSer cunnes este. 

god ane sceal beo eche lif. 3 blisse. 3 eche reste. 360 

[Nje sceal Ser beo fah ne grpei. ne kuning ne 'er'mine. 

ne aquieme. ne martres cheole. ne beuer lie sabeline. 

[Nje sceal Ser beo sciet ne scrud. ne woruld wele nane. 

eal pc murhSe pe me us bi hat. al hit sceal beo god ane. 

[Nje mei na murhSe. beo swa muchel. se is godes sihte. 365 

[Hje is soS sunne 3 briht. 3 dei abuten nihte. 

338. let] lec MS. 344. wude] wade MS. 
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Mid almihtin godts luue ute we us biwerien 
[ WjitS Jesses wreches woreldes luue pat hit ne mi^e us derien. 

Mid almesse. mid fysen 3 mid iheden werie we us wid senne. 

Mid po wapne pe god haued ;ieue alle man kenne. 340 

[Ljate we pe brode strate j pane we 13 bene 

[J)]e lat pe niebe dai to helle of manne me mai wene. 

Go we pane narewe patS 3 pene wei greae 
[ p jar forb fareb wd litcl folc 3 eche is fair 3 isene 
f p]c brode strate is me wil. pe is lob te laete 345 

[p]o pe fo^eb here iwil hie fareb Li pare strate. 

[Hjie mu3en lihtliche eumen mid pare niber helde 

[|)]urh one godelease wude to one bare felde 

[))]a narewe pab is godes has * par forb fareb wcl feawe 

fpjat betS po pe hem sildctS 3ierne wid achea untSeawe. 350 

f !>]os gotS uneabe a3ien pe cliue 3 a3ien pc heic hulle 

[pjos lcten al here iwil for godes luue to fulle. 

[G]o we alle pane wei for he us wile bringe 

Mid po feawe faire men bi fore pc heuen kinge 

[})]ar is alre blisse mast mid angles songe. 355 

[pje is a pusend wintre par ne puuclietS hit him naht longe. | 

pe last haueb blisse he haueb sswo muchel pat he ne bit no more [f. 8 r 

pe pat blisse forgob hit sal him rewen sore. 

Ne mai non euel ne non wane ben in godes riche 

peih par ben wuniinges fele elch ober uniliche 360 

Sume par habbeb lasse blisse -3 sume par habbeb more 

Elch after pat he dude her after pane pe swanc sore 

Ne sal par ben bread ne win ne ober kennes este 

God one sal ben ache lif *3 blisse -3 ache reste. 

Ne sal par ben foh ne grai ne cunin ne ermine 365 

Ne aquerne ne metheschele ne beucr ne sabeline. 

Ne sal par ben naber scat ne srud ne wereldes wele none. 

Al pe blisse pe me us bihat al hit sal ben god one 
Ne mai no blisse ben alse muchel se is godes sihte. 

He is sob sunne 3 briht 3 dai abute nihte. 370 

343* Gowc MS. 351. After uncad e, cliue deleted MS. 357. After haueti , 
(>ii deleted and sse corr. into sswo . 
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[Hie is seiches godes ful. nis him na wiff ulen. 

na god nis him wane pe wunieS him abuten. 
per is wele abute gane. 3 reste abuten swinche. 
pe mei 3 nele tSider cume. sare hit hi/// sceal of Sinche. 370 

(EGERTON MS., FIRST COPY.) 

per is blisse abuten tre3e. 3 lif abuten deape [f. 12 v 

pe eure scullen wunien per. blipc muwen ben epe 
per is 3eo3e'Se bute ulde. *3 hele a buten vn helSe 
nis per so're'we ne sor. ne neure nan vn sealpe 
per me seal drihte sulf i seon. swa he is mid iwisse 375 

he one mai *3 seal al beo. engle j manne blisse 
And fteh ne beod heore e3e naht. alle iliche brihte 
&i nabbed hi nouht iliche. alle of godes lihte 
Om pisse 'Hue' hi neren nout. alle of one mihte 

ne per ne scullen hi habben god. alle bi one ^ihtc 380 

po scullen more of him seon. pe luuede him her more 
j more icnawen j iwiten. his mihte j his ore 
On him hi scullen finden alpat man mai to lesten 
hali hoc hi sculle i seon. al pat hi her nusten 
Crist seal one beon inoi. alle his durlinges 385 

he one is muchele mare 3 betere. panne alle opere pinges 
Inoh he haued pe hine haueS. pe alle ping wealded 

of him to sene nis no sed. wel hem is pe hine bihealdeS 
God is so mere j swa muchel. in his godcunnesse 

f al f is. j al pat wes is wurse. penne he j lesse 390 

Ne mai it neure no man oper segge mid iwisse 

hu muchele murh$e habbet po. pe beod inne godes blisse 

T o pere blisse us bringe god. pe rixlet abuten ende 
penne he vre soule vn bint of licames bende 
Crist 3yue us leden her swile lif. 3 habben her swile ende 395 
pat we moten puder come, wanne we henne wende. AmeN. 

388. hem) c above \ MS* 
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He is aches godes ful nis him no mht uten, 

Nones godes hem nis wane pe wunieft him abuten. 
par is wele a buten tfane j reste « buten swuncht. 
pe mujen j nelleS pider came hit hem mai cfpunche. 


par is blisse a buter. tre^e “j iif abuten deafte 375 

po pe afre sulle wunie par bli^Se hie mu3e ben ea^e. 

par is ^ieuft abuten eide -j hale abuten unhalOe 

Nis par sare^e ne sor non ne nafre unisalfte. 

par me drihte self isien swo se is mid iwisse 

He one mai j sal al ben angles 1 manne blisse. | 380 

3 peih ne bed here eien naht alle iliehe brihte [f. 8 v 

Hi nabbe<5 naht iliehe muchel alle of godes lihte 

On pesse line he naren naht alle of ore mihte 

Ne par ne sullen habben god. alle bi one wihte. 

po sullen more of him isien pe luueden hine more 385 

] more icnowen 3 ec witen his mihte 3 his ore 

O11 him hie sulle linden al pat man mai to hleste 

On him he sullen ec isien al pat hie ar nesten. 

Cjiist sal one bien ino^h alle his derlinges. 

[PJe one is muche more 3 betere pan alle o$er pinges. 390 

I 'noli he hauetS pe hine hauetS pe alle ping wealdeft 
0]f him to isiene nis non saxl swo fail he is to bihelden 
Ojod is swo mere 3 swo muchel in his godcunnesse 
[P]at al pat elles was 3 is is fele werse 3 lasse. 

[Ne mai hit nafre noman ober seggen mid iwisse 395 

illjwu muchele murihfte habbe‘8 po pe bet> in godes blisse 
[T]o pare blisse us bringe god pe rixleS a buten ende. 

[p]ane he ure sowle unbint of iichamliche bende 
[C rist 3ieue us laden her swilch lif 3 habben her swilch ende / 
p!at we moten pider cumen pane we henne wende. 400 

A M E N . 


3 81. /;<?</, or bed : leaf pared away. 
397 * Aitei buten, erasure of one letter. 


39 2. After niene, erasure of one letter. 
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IX. ANCRENE WISSE 
(Corpus MS.) ♦ 

A. The Seven Deadly Sins 

Tlvs mine leoue sustren ij>e wildernesse per je ga'S.*' 

5 -* J in • wiS godes folc toward ierusalemes lond * f is pe 

riche of heouene / beoS J^ulliche beastes • J^ulliche vvurmes. ne nat 
ich na sunne f ne mei beon ilead o$er to an of ham seouene / oSer to 
5 hare streones. vnsteaSeluest bileaue ajein godes lare • nis hit te spece 
of prude inobedience ? Herto failed sygaldren * false teolunges • 
lefunge o swefne • o nore * j on alle wicchecreftes. Neomunge of 
husel in eani heaued sunne * ofter ei oper sacrement nis hit te spece 
of prude f ich cleopede presuwptio * $ef me wat hwuch sunne hit 
io * is ‘ [f. 56 v] 3ef me hit nat nawt * pcnne is hit jemeles under 
accidie * $ ich slaw&e cleopede. pe ne warnetS o< 5 er of his uuel o$er 

of his bijete * nis hit slaw jemeles otSer attri onde ? teohefti mis * 

edhalden cwide * fundles otter lane * o'Ser pcrwiS misfearen * nis hit 
spece of jisceungey ~j aneS cunnes peoffie? Edhalden oftres hure 
15 ourr his rihte Urme nis hit strong reaflac hwase 3elden hit mei pe is 
under jisceunge ? jef me jemeS wurse ei ping ileanet • otter bitaht to 
witene * pen he wenc pe ah hit * nis hit oSer triccherie * ofter jemeles 
of slawfie ? alswa is dusi heast ofter folliche iphht trowfte * longe beon 
unbischpet * falsliche gan to schrift * ofter to longe abiden * ne teache 
20 p<i/rT wosier godchild ne Credo * peos alle pulliche beoS ilead to 
slawtSe * f is pe feorSe moder of pe seoue sunnen. pe drone drunch 
oSer ei ping dude * hwer purh na child ne schulde beon on hire 
istreonet * o$er istreonede schulde forwurften • nis pis strong 
inonslaht of galnesse awakenet ? Alle sunnen sunderliche bi hare 
25 nomeliche nomen ne mahte namon rikenin * ah i peo pe ich habbe 
iseid / alle opre beotS bilokene. Ant nis ich wene namon pe ne mei 
understonden him of his sunne nomeliche under sum of pe ilke 
imeane pe beoS her iwritene. Of peose seoue beastes j of har.e 
streones i wildernesse of anlich lif * is iseid herto * ]>e alle pe for- 
30 fearinde fondift to fordonne. pe liun of prude slea$ alle pe prude * 
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ANCREN RIWLE 

, (Cail t ? MS.) 

A. The Seven Deadly Sjnj 

us mine leoue Trend ipe wiiderncsse J?ai ge [p. 127J 
gat in wid godes folc toward ier//^l^mes londe |?at 
is Jie riche of heouenf . J beod /uliiche be^tes pilliche wurmes * Ne uat 
ich nan sunne J>at ne mai beon ilad * op? r to an of ham seoluen op>er 
to hare streones - vnstafelfast bi leaue * agein hali lare * nis hit uf 5 
\ >tude b/obedience? Herto failed sigaldren * false teolunges • Lefunge 
0 nore. o svvefne *3 alle wicchecrattes. Neominge of husel in ei 
iieaued sunne * o) 7 er ai opu* sacrnnent • nis hit spece of p/ 7 /de . J pat 
ich cleopede prasuwpciun gif me wat hwat sunne hit is. Gif me hit 
nat naut J?enne is hit gemelcs vnder accidie * pat ich slouj^e cleopede. 10 
pe pat ne warned cper of his uuel • o)?er of his bigei * ri hit ^>lap 
gcmeles op.T attri onde ? 'To thehewen mis * et halden cwude * fundes 
of?er lane * nis ps giscunge . J J^eoi ]x\ at halden o)?eres hure ouer his 
richte terme • nis hit strong reflac. pat is under gissungc . J gif me 
gemed wurse ai png [p. 128] ilened • oJ?er bitahted te witene )'en *5 
he wene pat hit ah * nis of>er tricherie * o]?er gemeles of slau)?e. 
Alswa is dusi best * o)>er folliche iplicht troupe Longe beon unbisch- 
bed • falsliche gan to schrifte * 0)701* to longe abiden * Ne teachen 
god child p aiex nos/er * Ne Credo * ]7eos j alle pulliche * beod ilad to 
slaujie • )jat is pe feoipe moder of pe seoue sunnen • )?eo drone druch 30 
o)?er ai ping dude hwer J?urh na child ne shulde beon on hire 
tstreoned * oJ>er pat istreonede shulde for wuipen Nis pis strong 
monslaht of galnasse awakened Alle sunnen sunderliche bi hare 
nomeliche nome ne mahte namon rikenen. Ah i)7eo pit ich habbe 
iseid. J alle o|7ere beod bilokene. A11 nis ich wene namon pit ne mai 25 
under stonden him of his sunnen nomeliche wilder suwme of pe ilke 
j?at imene . J pe beod j7er i writene. 

f )?eos sewe beastes j of hare strenes iwildernesse of anlich lif 
is iseid hiderto [p. 129] pe alle )7e forfarinde fondet te 
fordonne. pe Leon of p rude slead alle pe prude. Alle pat beod 30 

3. sulliche MS. 11. bigete) b corr. out of /. 16. tricherie) over (, 

contraction mark for er. 
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IX. ANCRENE WISSE. CORPUS MS. 


alle pe beo® hehe 3 oiurhohe iheortet. pe attri neddre • pe ontfule 
3 te luSere iponket. WreaSfule . J pe vnicorne. Alswa of pe opre 
0 rawe. to godd ha beo® isleine * ah [f. 57 r] ha libbe® to pe 
feond • 3 beo® alle in his hond. 3 serui® him in his curt euch of pe 
35 meoster pe him to falle®. 

P e prude beo® his bem<?res • drahe® wind inward wi® worltlich 
hereword * 3 eft wi® idel 3elp puffe® hit ut ward as pe bemeres 
dotS * makie® noise 3 lud dream to schawin hare orhel * ah jef ha 
wel pohten of godes bemeres of pe englene bemen pe schulen 0 fowr 
4 ° half pe world biuore pe grurefule dom grisliehe blawen * Arise® 
deade arise® cume® to drihtines dom forte beon idemet * pear na prud 
benwre ne schal beon iborhen * jef ha pohten pis wel f ha walden 
inohreaSe i pe deofles seruise dimlukeR bemin. Of peose bemeres 
sei® Jeremie • Onager solitaries in desiderio anime sue 
45 at; rax it uentum amor is sui * Of pe wind drahinde in for luue 
of hereword sei® as ich seide. 

S umine iuglurs beo® pe ne cunnen seruin of nan oper gleo bute 
makien chores ■ wrenehe pe mu® mis • schulen wi® ehnen. Of 
pis meoster serui® pe unseli ontfule i pe deofles curt * to bringen o 
50 lahtre hare ondfule lauml * 3ef ei sei® wel oftei de® wel . J ne mahen 
ha nanes weis lokin pider wi® riht ehe of god heorte * ah winki® 
o p half 3 bihalde® oluf’t 3ef per is eawt to edwilen • o®er ladliche 
piderward schule® mi® ei&er. Hwen ha ihere® p god / skleatte® pe 
earen adun * ah pe lust a3ein p uuel . J is eau^r wld open * penne he 
55 wrenehe® pe mu® . J hwen he turne® god to uuel • -3 jef hit is sumdel 
uuel • purli mare lastunge wrenehe® hit to wurse * peos beo® 
force widderes hare aline praphetes * peos bodie® biuoren hu pe 
eateliche deoflen schulen 3d ageasten ham wi® hare grennunge * 3 
[f. 57 v] hu ha schulen ham seolf grennin 3 niuelin 3 makien sur 
60 semblant for pe muchele angoise i pe pine of belle. Ah for pi ha 
beo® pe leasse to meanen p ha biuoren hond leorni® hare meoster 
to makien grim chere. 

P e wrea®fule biuore pe feond skirme® mid cniues * 3 is his cnif 
warpere * 3 pleie® mid sweorJes * here® ha m bi pe scharp ord up 
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hehe 3 for hehe iheorted. fe aetri neddre J )>e ond fule. 3 f e lufere 
ifonktd. wredfule f e unicorne. A! swa of fen of er ares: we. to god 
ha beod isleine * Ah h» libbed to fe ieond 3 beod a!le in is hird * j 
serued him in his curt * Euch of f e mester f et him to falleS, 

P ru ^ G beod his bemeres * Drahed wind inward * of v/crldlich 35 
l_j Jhereword * 3 eft wid idel ige'l'p puffed hitutward * as fe br marcs 
dod. Makied noise 3 lud drem to shawen hare pr//de. Ah gif ha 
uel fothten • of godes bemeres of pe cnglene bemer • fat shulen afour 
half fe word • bi fore fe grurefule dom g/'Aiiche blawen * Arised deade 
aided • Cumed to drichtines domes foric been idemed * fer na pn/d 40 
bemere ne shal beon iboregen • Gif ha fohten v tl fis * ha walden 
inoh rafe ife deoueles seruise dimluker bemen. Of feose bemeres 
sei'd' [p. 130] jeremie * Onager solitarius in desiderio suo 
attraxit uentum amor is sui * Of fe wind drahinde in for luue of 
hereword l seid as ich seide. • 45 

f O l umme iugelurs beod f e ne cunen seruin of nan ofer gleo buten 
LvZ)Jmaken cheres * wienchen fe mud mis shuli wid fe ehnen. of 
fis mester seruid fe unseli eon'd'fule ife deoueles curt • to bringen 
a lahtre hare on'd'fule leouerS. gef ei ded wel ofer seid wel ne 
mahcri ha nanes weis liki fiderwar <5 wid richt ehe of god heorte * Ah 50 
winked ofet half 3 bihakled aluft gif fer is oui to etwite ofer/ 
Lidliche fiderward shuled mid eifer. hwen ha ihered fat god 
sklette® fe earen adun * Ah fe lust agein fet uuel is ea wid opene. 
fenue wrenched fe mud mis.*' hwen he turned fet god to uuel * 3 gef 
hit is [p. 13 1 J sumdel uiiel. J furh more lastunge wrenched hit to 55 
wurse. feos beod forquiddares hare ahne pn;ph* 7 es. feos bodied 
biuoren hu fe ateliche deouelen shulen get agastan ham wid hare 
grennunge * 3 hu ha shulen ham seolf grennen 3 niwelen * 3 makien 
sur semblant * for fe muchele angoise ife pine of helle. Ah forfi ha 
beod fe lesse te meanen * fat ha bi foren hont leorned ha meoster te 60 
makien grim chere. 

[* Tj]E wreadfule biuoren fe feond skirmed mid kniwes * is his knif 
1* J J warpare * 3 pleied mid sweordes * bered ham bi f e sharpe ord 


43. seid] d above a blotted letter. 48, 49. eondfule , ondfule ] d above in 

barker ink. 51. out] ont MS. 53. eawid MS. 55. On lower margin 

!n a later hand : Prude and nid * and lech eric * Grede and idelhed * coueitise and 
paluuie beod scoueu ded Sundcs. 
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65 on his tunge. Sweord 3 cnif eifter beoS scharpe 3 keoruinde word 
f he wafpetS from him 3 skirmcS toward opre * 3 he bodetS hu pe 
deoflen schulen pleien wiS him mid hare scttarpe eawles * skirmi wiS 
hiw abuten 3 dusten ase pilche chit eucli toward o$er • ant wiS belle 
sweordes asneasen him purh ul • f bcofi kene ant eateliche ant keoruinde 
70 pineN. 

P e slawe li <5 3 slepeS o pc deofles bearm as his deore deorling • 3 
te deouel leitS his tutel dun to his care * 3 tutcleS him al J he wule. 
for swa hit is sikerliche to hwaw se is idel of god . J meaSeleS pe feond 
3eorne * 3 te idele undcrueS luueliche his larc. Jdel 3 ^emeles is pes 
75 deofleS bearnes slep ' ah he schal 0 domesdei grimliche abreiden 
witS pe dredfule dream of pe englene bemen • j in belle wontreatSe 
echeliche wakieN. Surgite aiunt mortui surgite 3 uenite ad 
iudiciurn saluatoriS. 

•Vje ^iscere is his cskibah • fearctS abuten esken * 3 bisiliche sture'b 
cSo j him to rukeliu to gederes muchele 3 monie ruken * blaweS prin 
3 blent him seolf * peatSercft 3 makeS prin figures of augrirn * as pcs 
rikeneres dots pe habbetS inuche to rikenin. pis is al pe canges blisse 
3 te feond bihalt tis gomen 3 lahctS }> he bersttS. Wei un [f. 58 rj 
derslont eucli wis mon ji gold ba 3 seoluer * 3 euch eoiSlich ahte ’ nis 
bate eorSe 3 ahte esken pe ablendeft euch moN pe ham in blawetS * f 
is pe bolheS him purh ham in hcorte prude. Ant al f he rukeleft 
3 gederet) to gederes * j ethalt of ei ping f nis bule esken mare pen 
hit neodeS.*' schal in belle wur’Senhim tadden 3 neddren * 3 ba as 
ysaie sei <5 * schulen bcon of wurmes.* 1 his cuuertur 3 his hwitel * pe 
yo nalde perwiS neodfule feden ne schrudcn. S 11 b 1 1 r te sterne Ur 
tinea 3 operimentum tuum uermiS. 

P e ;iuere glutun is pe feondcs manciple * ah he stikeft eauer iceler 
ofrer icuchene * his hcorte is i pe disscheS * his poht al i pe 
neppes * his lif i pe tunne * his sawle i pe crohhe • KimetS biuoren his 
95 lauml bismuddet 3 bismulret ‘ a discli in his an hond ■ a scale in his 
otSer. MeaSeleft mis wordes * wigleS as fordrunke mon pe haueS imunt 
to fallen* bihalt his greate worn be * 3 te deouel lahhecS. peose preatic) 
pus godd purh ysaie * Semi mei comeclent 3 uos esurietis 3 c ■ 
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open his tunge. swtrd j knif eiper bcod sherpe 3 keorwinde : word 
pat he warped from him 3 skirmed toward opere. And he boded hu 65 
pe deouelen shulen pleidh win him * mid hare sharpe eawles ’ Skirmin 
wid him abutcn * J dusten as a pilche [p. 132 | ciut * Euch toward 
opere * 3 wid belle sweordes as no sen purh ut pat beod kene 3 eateliche 
keorwinde pinen. 

rtyiE slauwe lid 3 sloped ope deoules barm as his deore deoiling * 3 7 ° 
[j J pe deoud leid his tniel dun to his r arer * 3 tutelid him al pat he 
cawer uule. for swa hit is sikcrlit he te hwam se is idel of god • 
Meapded pe feond georne. j pe idele underweng iuueliche his lare * 
lud -j gemeles is pes deoucles homes slep • Ah he shal a domes dai 
grimliehe abrciden ' wid pe dredfule drein of pe englene bemen * 3 in 75 
hdle wondrede etheliche wakien * Surgite morlui qui jacetis in 
sepulci is • surgite 3 venite ad Judicium saluatoris. 

P IE gissere is his eskebah • fared abuten eskcn * 3 bis die ^mred 
Jhim te rnkelen tegederes * muchele 1 monie ruken * blawed per 
jp. 133] in * 3 blend him seolf ■ papered 3 maked per in figures of So 
angnm * As peos lich'k'eneres dod pat habbed muche te rikenen. pis 
is pes kanges blisse * 3 pe feond bi bald pis gomen • 3 lahed pat he 
rsletS. wel undei stoiule pis euch moil ’pat gold ba 3 seoluer * 3 
each woildlich ahte * nis buten eorSe 3 esken pat abletil euchmon pat 
in ham blaweS * pat is pat pat bolehed ham purh ham in heorte 85 
prude. And al pat he rukeled 'j gedered to gedere * 3 elhalt of ani 
ping pat nh buten esken marc pen hit n code <5 shal in hdle wurden 
him tadden 3 neddren * 3 ba as ysaie sei <5 shulen beon of wurmes his 
cuuertur 3 his 'p'witel pat neolden war wiS neodfule feden 3 
shrudcn. Subhr te sU/net/*/' tinea 3 op^rim^z/tum tuum yo 


ri)]E giuere glutun is pes deoules manciple * Ah he stiked eauer 
LJ J iceler oper icuche [p. 134] ne * his heorte is ipe dishes * his poht 
d ipe nappes * his lif ipe tunne * his saule ipe crohhe * kimed bi woren 
hi'' lauert bi smudded 3 bi smured * A dich in his an bond * A scale in 95 
his oper * Meadeled mis wordes wigeled as for drunken * mon pat haued 
ni hn to fallen * bi halt his greate wombe. 3 pe deouel lahheS. peos 
preated pus god purh ysaie • Serui mei cow/medcwl 3 uos esurielis 
67. apilchc MS. Si. rLJi k' enetieres MS. 
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Mine men schulen eoten 3 ow schal eauer hungrin * J $e schule beon 
100 feorle world buten ende. Quantum glorificauit se 3 in deliciis 
fuit / tantuzw date illi tormentum ‘J luctum • In apocah^ji • 
Contra unuw poculum quod miscuit miscete ei duo. jef 
J?e kealchecuppe wallinde bres to drinkcn * jeot in his wide )?rote 
f he swelte inwi$. a^ein an ^ef him twa. )>ullich is godes dom a3ein 
105 3iuere ~j druncwile ij>e apocalipse. 

IX. ANCRENE WISSE (Corpus MS.) 

B. The Outer Rule 

[f. 1 12 v] ge mine leoue sustren bute ^ef neod ow driue 3 ower 
meistre hit reade * ne schulen habbe na beast bute cat ane. Ancre 
}>e hauetS ahte * funcheft bet husewif ase Marthe wes * ne lihtliche 
ne rnei ha nawt beo Marie marthe suster wiS griSfullnesse [f. 113 r] of 
5 heorte. for )?enne mot ha ]?enchen of j>e kues foddre * of heorde 
monne hure * Olhnin f>e heiward • wearien hwen he punt hire * 3 
3d den Jjah ]>e hearmcs. ladlich )?ing is hit wat crist hwen me makeS i 
tune man of ancre ahte. Nu Jjcnne ^ef eani mot nedlunge habben hit * 
loki j> hit natnon ne eili ne ne heanni * ne f hire ^oht ne beo nawiht 
10 J>ron ifestnet. ancre ne ah to habben na J)ing f utward drahe hire 
heorte. Na chaffere ne driue 3e • ancre \ is chepilt * f is * bu$ forte 
sullen efter btjete • ha chepeS hire sawle J?e chapmon of belle. J>ing 
J?ah f ha wurchetS ha mei }?urh hire meistres read S for hire neode 
sullen • hali men sumhwile liuedcn bi hare honden. 

15 Nawt deore dehtren ne wile 30 in ower bus of ofter monne 
J?inges • ne ahte ne cla&cs * ne boistes * ne chartres * Scoren ne 
cyrograffes • ne ]?e chirch uestemenz * ne f>e calices ’ bute neode o$er 
strength hit makie o$er muchel eie. Of swuch witunge is muchel 
vuel ilumpen ofte siften. IN wi$ ower wanes ne leote 3c namon slepeN • 

1 . mini 1 . . . sustien ow. j. schuh- ;e C ham- na nan C beast B cat am* B 
W t* v haucs ahte achteC seine* Ijcurro B as B wes C |)cn ancre c;« B 

nanes fur lihtliche oder* nanes ( 4. weics inai ho ha C beo wid B 5. for 
Senne B ho ha C cu»es C ami am. B (1. j?e heordes hure C Olcne olehni C 
l>e B haiward hat wart C hwen he B pundes 7. ^elde B hah hach C harmes B 
ladli ladlich C h* n g »s wat crist hwen B 8. mow makes B iw tune man itune 
man C ancres B ahte achte C Nu henne latter deleted, hah /« margin Nu hath C 
3<-f C am B <4. nedinge nedunge C haue ku) hit B hit na mow B eile 
fill C' hat me harmi C' 10. ni h°l' ( i ocht C nawt nawu.ht C ter on h roil C 

ifestnet Anker ah ach C nawt T am. C 11. haue no hiag otn.T nan C 
utwurd drahe utwart dra?e C Na B rhaflare chcffere C u Anker chapmon 

chepilt 13. ho ha C cheapes chcaped C sawle saule to C chapmow chepinow C 
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j c\ Mine men shulen eoten • j ow shal eawer hungren • 3 ge 
shulen beon feondes fode world buten ende. Quantum gl[ori]fi- 100 
cauit se 3 in delicts fuit/ iantuw date i 11 i tormenti \w 3 
luctum * Apocalipjzj * Contra untiw quod miscuir date illi 
duo • gef fen kelchecuppe wallinde bras ie drinken * geot in his 
wide frote ■ fat he swelte inwiS. agein gef him twa. fullich is 
godes dom agein giwere 3 druncwile ife apocalipse. 105 

ANCREN RTWI.E (Cotton MS. Nero) 

B. The Outer Rule 

(7 16 1 > 3 e m * ne ^ eolle sustren *bute jef neod ow driue* ne 

-* _3 schulen habben no best . bute kat one. ancre fet 

haueS eihte f uncheS bet husewif ase marthe was . fen ancre . ne none 
weis ne mei heo beon marie . *marthe suster * mid griSfulnesse of 
heorte. Vor feonne mot heo fenchen of fe kues f; Idn and 4)f 5 
heordemonne huire . oluhnen fene heiward . warien hwon me punt 
hire 3 }elden fauh Se hermes. wat crist fis is lodlich fing . hwon 
me [f. 116 v] makeS mone i n tune of ancre eihte. pauh $if eni mot 
nede habben ku : loke Set heo none mo;/ne ne eilie : ne ne hermie . 
ne fet hire fouht ne beo nout feron i uestned. ancre ne ouh nout 10 
to habben no fing fet drawe utward hire heorte. none cheffare ne 
driue 50. ancre fet is cheapild .* fe buS for te sullen efter b^ete * 
heo cheapeS hire soule : f e chepmon of helle. * ping f ah f ha 
wurcheS . J ha mei wel f urh hire meistres read / for hire neode sullen . fah 
swa dernliche as ha mei for misliche mom/e wordes.* Ne wite :je 15 
nout. i n oure huse of oSer mownes f inges . ne eihte . ne cloSes . ne 
nout ne vnderuo Se chirche uestimenz ne fene caliz bute $if * neod 
oSer * strencSe hit makie : oSer muchel eie. vor of swuche witunge 
is ikumen muchel 'vueR oftesiSen. wiSbznen ower woanes: ne lete 
}e nenne mon slepen. ^if muchel neode mid alle makeS breken 20 

8. me me MS. 12. je over an erasure. 19. vuel on margin. 

15. Nawt ne Naut ne C 3e om, C 1 6. owre ouwer C hus B of ovi. B 
mon«e C ahte achte C claves ne nout . . . cali tom. C. then interlined 'bute neod 
eie ' ne . . . ;e om. 17 Nawt te churche uesteinenz ne J>e chaliz }if . , . o 3 cr om. 
str e«gfie make vor om B swuch swich C lokinge witing C 19. muchel 

hifallen muchel uuel iluwpen C \uel<?m. side Inwid B owre wahes wanes C 
lete his 20. nauepmow nan mow C }cf C inuche B ned neod C wid 

makes B to brcke breoken C 
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20 jef muchel neod mid alie makefi breoken ower hus * hwil hit eauer is 
ibroken * habbefi £>rinnc wifi ow a wummon of cleane lif deies ant 
nihteS. For ])i |> wepmcn ne seofi ow ne 3^ ham * wel mei don of 
ower cla'fi beo hit hwit bco hit blac bute hit beo unorne * warm g wel 
iwraht * felles wel itawet * *] habbefi ase monie as ow to neodefi to 
25 bedde 3 to rugge. 

Nest flcsch ne schai nan werien linnene clafi bute hit beo of hearde 
g of greate heorden. Stamin habbe hwa se wule * hwa se wule beo 
buten. ge schulen in an hetter ant igurd liggen • swa leotSeliche j?ah 
j> 3e mahen honden put [f. 113 v| ten j^er under. Nest lich nan ne 
30 gurde hire wifi na cunne gurdles : bute )mrh schriftes leaue. Ne 
bcore nan irn ne here • ne ilespiles felles * ne ne beatc hire jxirwifi/ 
ne wifi scurge i leadet * wifi holin ne wifi breres * ne biblodgi hire 
seolf/ wifiule schriftes leaue * nohwer ne binetli hire * ne ne bcate 
biuoren * ne na keoruunge lie keorue * ne ne neome ed eancs to 
35 lufiere disceplines * tewptaciuns forte acwenchen * ne for na bote 
a join cundeliche secnesses * nan uncundelich lechecreft ne leue je ne 
ne fondin * wifi uten ower meistrcs read / leste ow stonde wurse. 
Ower schon i winter boon rneoke ■ greate 3 warme. I sumer 3c 
habbefi leaue bearuot gan -j s.tten 3 lihte scheos werieN * Hosen wifi 
40 ute vampez / ligge in hwa se likefi * Ischeoed ne slepe 3c nawt * ne 
noh wer bute i bedde. Sum wummon inohreafie werefi ]?e brech of here 
lul wel icnottet * }>e streapiles dun to }>e vet ilacet ful feaste * ah eauer 
is best £>e swete 3 te swote heorte. Me is leoucre f 3e ]?olien wel an 
heard word/ Jxm an heaid iiere. gef3emuhen beo wimpelles j 3c wel 
43 wullen / beofi hi warme cappen * j f>er uppon hwite ofier blake veiles. 
Ane; cn surnme sungifi in hare wimplunge/ na leasse ]?en leafdis. Ah fall 
seifi sum j> hit iimpefi to ouch wummon cundeliche forte werien 
wimpel * Nai * wimpcl ne heaued clafi nowfier ne nempnefi hali 
writ / ah wriheles ane * Ad corinthios * Mulier uelet caput suu;« * 
>0 Wummon Mufi apostle schai wreon hire heaued. wrihen he seifi 
nawt wimpliN. wiihen ha schai hire scheome * as eue sunfule 
dohteR * i mungunge of }ie sunne f schende us on earst alle * ant 
nawt drahe Jie wriheles to tiffunge 3 to prude * Eft wule ff. H4r] 

J1 h' fm.ll hwil 11 3ei rut li vaner B lokt; fat nm H hauo^ 

luhUdC tfi imu' l>nnne C. jj. wi5 ow li a an C cleane lif U daicj* mchtes C 
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ower hus: peo hwule 6et hit eu er is i bioken : l >ke ]>et 5c habben J?cri«ne 
mid ou one wuwmon of clone iiuc . deics 0 nihtes. 

U orfti J?et no mon i siht 5 ou . ne ne iseocS uenne mon : wel 
mei don of ower clones . beon heo hwite : beon heo blake . Lute 
Jut heo beon unorne 3 warme wel i wrouhtc . ueUes wel I tuuwed . 35 
-j habbeft ase monie ase ou to imodeS . to bedde and eke to rugge. 

N cxsl fleshe ne schal non worien no linnene cloft bute )if hit beo 
of herde and of greate heorclen. stamin 'habbe' hwo se wule. 
and hwosewule mei beon buten. 5c schullen liggen in on heater 
and i gurd. ne beie 3e non iren . ne here . ne [f. 1 17 rj irspiles fclles. 30 
ne ne beate'ou'ju-r mide ne mid schurge i lrfieied : ne i leaded, ne mid 
liolio . ne mid breres . ne ne biblodge hire sulf : \\\<$ uten schriftes leaue . 
ne ne nime et enes to ueole disceplines. ower schon beon greate 
and waime. Inc sumer ;e lubbeS leaue uorto gon and sitten baruot. 
'»nd liosen witS uten uaumpe-z . and iigge ine ham : hwo so r ke? Su;;i 35 
wuwmon i nouh reafte . were!) f>e brech of hcarc lulwel i knotted . and 
]>c strapeles adun to hire uet. i laced ful ueste. 3d 30 muwen beon wim- 
pel leas: ' 3 3c wel wullen* beo$ bi warme keppen . and J^eruppon *oScr 
hwite otSer* blake ueiles. *Ancren suwme sungitS in ha[re] wimlunge 
n-t lesse J>ene lefdfi. Sum seicS f hit limped . to e[i] wuwmo;/ cuwdeliche.*' 40 
,f »r te werifen] wimpel. Nai . Wimpel ne hef[ed] nou'Ser ne nemne’S 
h ali writ ah wriheles of lieuet. Ad cor[inth.J Mwlier uelet cap ut 
suuw. Wuwmon seitS ]>e apostel schal wrihen hi[re] hearet. wrihen 
he sei <S naut wimplin. wrihen ha schal hire scheome as sunfule eue 
dohte, r y] i muwgunge of J^e su;zne f schfenjde us erst alle 3 naut 45 
drah[eib f wriheles te tiffung 3 te pw/d e j. Eft wule seinte pauel f 
23, 24. lothmidon MS. 


For B na nan C sco si 3 C ow B nr iseofl om. B liam him C 2,1, 
fluiicii owrc ouwer C rla^ B hot- hit hw it boo hit Mar bute hit beo B 25 *) om. B 
" ai »i It iuraht twracht C fellr, B iteawet itauwct (.' 26. habben as ow B 

to nedes eke om. B 27. Nest flesch B nan B worm no om. nan C cloft om. B 
;if om. B 2K. harde B heoides w err ( hwa B wile 20. and om hwa B 

nule ^ beo wirt uten mei beon om. C sehuln in schulcn mC an B hatter hotter C 

■ guid itggen igurd liggen C were nan irn brore nan iron C hairc jlespiles B 

3 1 hire horwicS B wi 3 B i levered n<* om B ileadet B n com. B 32 uic\ 

holm wifl holinc C wi3 B nr blodeke ne hiblorSgi C selue// sen If C ute (' 

sclnrehes 33. nine for ne ne neome C nteanes edranesC feole B disciplines 

diciplines C owre scheon C 34. I In C haue;/ barefot to Gan 1 sitten barfot 

gan 1 sitten C 35. arid om. B Hose uamprr uamnrf C and om. B ham om. B 

hwa se like hwase wule C 36. mon inohraftc inoenrade C wrres te brec. hat re 

here C icnotten icnotted C anrl om. B 37. stranples dun to let B faste 

hor\\ f . , . bi, T has habbes *4 ;e mahen {over muchel del.) boo wimp^Iles C 38. eappes 
happen C and . . . wimlunge in 1 . 52 om |>ruppo« C 39. ueilles C 
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]?e apostle f wummon wreo i chirche hire neb 3etten * leste uuel j?oht 
55 arise J>urh hire onsilffte * Et hoc esi propter ang^los. hwi penne 
})U chirch ancre iwimplet openest J>i neb to wepmonnes ehe / to^eines 
)?e sist men / speke$ pe apostle * ;ef pu pe ne hudest. ah 3ef £ ei 
)?ing wriheS pi neb from monnes ehe beo hit wah beo hit cla$ * i 
wel i rund windowe * wel mei duhen ancre of 0(Ser wimplunge. 
60 To^eines J>e J?e pus ne dest / Speke'S )?c apostle nawt to^eines oJ>re ■ f 
hare ahne wah wriheS wiS euch monnes sihcSe. per awakeniS ofte 
wake jx)htes of * 3 werkes oSerhwileS. Ilwase wule beon isehen / 
pah ha atiffi hire nis nawt muehe wunder / ah to godes ehnen ha is 
lufsmnre / pe is for ]->e luue of him/ untiffet wiSuteN. Ring ne 
65 broche ne habbe 3e • ne gurdel imembret * ne gloucn ne nan swuch 
J>ing f ow ne deh to habben. A meoke surpliz 3c mahen in hat sutner 
werien. Eauer me is leour/ e sc 3c doS greattre werkes. Ne makie 
3c nane purses forte freondin ow wi$ * bute to peo f ower meistre 3euec5 
dVv his leaue * ne huue ne blod binde of seolc * ne laz buten leauc * Ah 
7c schapieft “3 seowi$ -3 menditS chirche clatSes • “3 pourc monne hettren. 
na swuch ping nc schule 3e 3eouen wit) uteN schriftes leaue * namare 
f»cn neomen • f 3c ne seggen him fore / as of ofrre J>inges • kun ofter 
cu$$e * hu ofte 3e under uengen * hulonge $e edheolden. tendre of 
cunne limpeS nawt ancre beonne. A mon wes of religiun • 3 com 
75 to him efter help his flcschliche broker * 3 he tahte him to his J>ridde 
brefter * pe wes dead biburiet. })c ondswerede wundrinde * Nai q?/^ 
he nis he dead ? ant ich qwet> pe hali mon j f. 114 v] am dead gaste- 
liche. Na fieschlich freond ne easki me fleschlich froure. Amices 3 
parures * worldliche leafdis mahen inoh wurchen • ant 3ef 3e ham 
So makieS / ne makie 3c Juof na muslreisun * veine gloire attreft alle 
gode j^eawes • 3 alle gode werkes. Criblin ne schal nan of ow for 
luue ne for hure. Taueles ne forbeode ich nawt. ^ef sum riueft 
surpliz o&eR meas.se kemese / o}>rc riuunges ne riue ha nawt nome- 
liche oueregcde * bute for muche neode. Helped ow wi <S ower ahne 
85 swine sc foiS se 3e eauer mahen to schriden ow seoluen 3 feden ^ef ' 
ncod is • 3 ]x>o }>e ow scruift. As sein Jerome leareft • ne beo 30 
neauer longe nc lihtlicl e of summing allunges idel * for anan rihtcs pe 
feond boot hire his were }?e i godes were ne swinkeS * 3 tuteleS anan 
toward hire. foR hwil he sift hire bibi / he )'enche’$ J>us 1 foi nawt 
9° ich schulde nu cume neh hire / ne mei ha 1, twt sjemcn to hnini 
75. to /its\ 1 • t-n 76. it'Cbc* j tr on era-au . 7. //is, d ciaace. 
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wuffzmjow] wreo i chirche hire neb ^ette leste vuel boht arise Jr.irh hir[e] 
onsihfte 3 hoe esi ' propier ang!e]los. Hwi J>enne J?u chirche 
ancre al beo pn iwimplet. openest J>ah pi neb to weopmones ehe . 

Te ;eines £>e. pe isist men spekeS seinte pauei. Ah jef ei J^ing 50 
wriheS / pi neb fro m mo«nes ehe i beo hit wah beo hit claS i pi 
p^rlures J>url f wel mei duhen ancre of o$er wimlu^e.* Hwo se 
wule beon iseien . bauh heo atiffe hire. J nis nout muchel wunder. 
auh to godes eien . heo is lufsumere £>et is tier Se luue of him i 
untiffed wit$ uten. Ring . ne broche nabbe }e . ne gurdel i me/wbred . 55 
ne glouen . ne no swuch J?ing J^et ou . ne deih for to habben. 
*vnderstonde$ . ^ of alle }?eose finges nis nan hest ne forbot for 
alle ha beotS of pe vttere riwle f is lute strenefte of. J for hwon 
f te inre beo wel iwist as ic seide i J?e frumfte . ha mei beon ichanget 
hwer se euer ei neod oder eni skile hit askeS . efter f ha mei ase 60 
]?uften . best seruin pe leafdi riwle.* 

E uer me is leouere . so 3e don gretture werkes. ne makie none 

purses . uorte ureonden ou nude .* bute to peo f ower meistre 

jeoueS ow his leaue * i ne blodbendcs of seolke .* ne laz . bute leaue * . J 

auh schepieS and seouweS and amended chirche clones . and poure 65 

monne clones, no f»ing nc schule ^e 3iuen : witSuten schriftes leaue. 

helped mid ower owune swinke so uor$ so $e muwen to schruden 

ou suluen and * feden jef neod is * ]?eo tSet ou seme# . ase seint 

ierome lere# : ne beo ^e neuer idel . uor anonrihtes #e ueond beot 

hire his were : )?et ine godes werke ne wurche# . and he tutele# anon- 7° 

rihtes touward hire, uor peo hwule [f. 1 1 7 v] J^et he isihtS hire bisi . 

'he' f>enche# ]?us . vor nout ich schulde nu kumen neih hire ne mei 

heo nout i hwulen uorto her'c'nen mine lore, of idelnesse awakened 

52. witnlumpe MS. 55. i men bred MS. 59. ha] ir MS. 

«. hwa B 53. wile isehen iseien C of alle h liire cume// to add. )>ah J>ach C 
lio ha C atiffen atifi C ham na nan C muehe B 54. Ah ach C eh tie 

echnew C ho ha C lufsumer he is C for B 55. untiffet B ni ni i membret 
56. ni gloues na nan C swich C ow B deah i burfl C for om. B 62. 
Eauer B leuere. leoure C se B grattr^e gretture Ne . . . clones in 1 . 66 out. 
make $e C nane C 63. forto freonden ow wi 5 C 64. blod binden of scolc C 65. 
Arb sehap'i'ed 1 seoweft 1 mended (e over a) C claJSes C 66. menne hettren C Na nan 
swuc'C ^couew bute hauen chirches leaue rjeuenC 67. Heines wid B owre ahne 
achncC swine swinch C se ford se B muhen much^en C 60. ow seluen ow seoluen C 
taf> owserue« owseruiftC As B sein 6g. leares leare 3 C neau^rB alluwgr' 
jdel "} seforfl as mahen' C for B ananrihtes ananrichtes C te feond fcont C 
bodes. 70. he C i in C were B swinkes swinke 5 C he<?w*.B tuteles anan B 
7 i. toward towart C for hwil he B seos s»S C 7 2. he he swikr hunches Xus for B 
iioht naut C ischulde nu curae to hire cumen nu nech hire O mai 73. ho ha C 
nawt naut C }eme nu ^emen C to B lustne« mi lustin min C lare B wakeneu 

HALL 


F 
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mi lare. Of idelnesse awakened muchel flesches fondunge. Ini- 
quitas Sodome/ saturitas panis j ocium • f is * SodomeS 
cwedschipe com of idelnesse j of ful wombe. *Irn f litS stille gedereS 
sone rust * weater pe ne stureft nawt y readliche stinkeft* 

95 Ancre ne schal nawt forwurSe scolmeistre * ne turnen ancre hus to 
ehildrene scole * hire meiden mei learen sum o$er meiden * p were 
pliht of to leornin among*? wepmen • 0(5er bimong gromes. ah ancre 
ne ah to 3emcn bute godd ane * pah bi hire meistres read ha mei 
sum rihten j helpen to learen. ge ne schulen senden leattres * ne 
ioo underuon leattres * ne writen bute leaue. qe schulen beon i doddet * 
ot 5 er ^ef 5c wulleS ischauen fowr si$en i pe ^er * to lihtin ower 
heaued * beo bi pe her ieueset / [f. 1 1 5 r ] hwa se swa is leouere * 
ant as oftc ileten blod 3 jef neod iS y oftre * pe mei beo per 
buteri . J ich hit mei wel polien. Hwen ^e beoft iletc blod y 50 ne 

105 sehule don na ping pe preo dahes j> ow greuetS • ah talkift to ower 
meidnes * 3 wi ft peawfule talen schurteft ow to gederes. ^e maheN 
swa don ofte hwen ow punched heuie y ofter beocS for sum worltlich 
ping sare ofter seke * pah euch worltlich froure is unwurSe to ancre. 
Swa wisliche witeft ow in ower blodletungey j haldeft ow i swuch 
110 reste y f 30 longe preftrr mahen i godes seruise pe monluker swinken * 
ant alswa hwen 3c feleS eani secnesse. Muchel sotschipe hit is 
leosen for an dei y tenc o$er tweolue. Vcsscheft ow hwerse neod 

is as ofte as 3e wuIleS * ~j ower opre pinges. Nes neauer fulfte 

godd leof * pah pourrtc 3 unorneschipe beon him liewurfre. VNder- 
115 stondeft eauer of alle peose pinges * p nan nis hcast ne forbod p 
beotS of pe uttre riwle * pet is lute strength of. for hwon p te 
inre beo wel iwist as ich seide i pe frum$e * peos mei beon ichanget 

hwer se eani neod ofter e ni skile hit easkeS • efter p ha best 

mei pe leafdi riwle seruin as hire eadmode puften • ah sikerliche 
120 wi'Sulcn hire pe leafdi feareS to wundre. Ancre pe nauetS nawt neh 
hondc hire fode. J beo$ bisie twa wummen. An eauer pe leaue ed 
hame . J an oper pe wendc ut • hwenne driuetS neod * 3 peo beo ful 
104. After hco' 6 , al greitie struck out. 120. towundre MS. 

74. muchele llcsches B fondinges 75. a! cm . B sodome cwedschipe C com B 
76. wambe Irn lis Gederes rnuche C and om. B 77. stures nawt naut C 
raflliche readilichc C stinkes je ne schuie sende lettres. Ne underfo lettres bute 
leaue C nawt naut C. forwurft® B scolemeister scol above erasure C 78. 
hire cm. U anercs childrc'ne' schoie C Hire . . . leren in l. 81 om. 79. J>auh om. C 
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muchel flesshes fondunge . Iniqwnas sodome . sataritas panis 
j ociuw . pet is . al sodomes cweadschipe kotn of idelnesse : 3 of ful 75 
wombe. Iren pet lift, sti!!e gedeieft sone rust , and water pet ne 
stureft nout readliche stinkeft. ancre ne schal nout forwurften scol- 
meVstre : ne turnen hire anrre bus S to chilarene scole. hire meiden 
mei pauh techen sum lutel meiden. pet were dute of forto leorneii 
among gromes . auh ancre ne ouh forto ^emen bute god one. *pah 80 
bi hire meistres read . J ha mei sum rihten ;i fielpe te ieren.* 

3 e ne schulen senden lettres . ne undeiuon leUres . ne writen : buten 
leaue. je schulen been i dodded four siften ifte jere : uorto lihten 
ower heaued. * ofter ^cf $e wulled ischauen. bwc se wule ieveset. ah 
ha mot te oftere weschen 3 kemben hire heauet * / and ase ofte ileten 85 
blod . and ofte re ;if neod is and hwo so mei beon per wift uten S ich 
hit mei wel i polien. hwon %e beoft i leten blod . ?e ne schulen don 
no ping peo preo dawes.*' pet ou greue . auh talkeft mid o rr r ir ’denes . 
and mid peaufule talen : sc!)urteft ou to gederes. $e muwen don so 
ofte: hwon ou puncheft heuie . ofter beoft uor sume worldliche pinge 90 
sorie : ofter seke. So wisliche witeft ou in our blod letunge : and 
holdeft ou ine swuche reste . pet $e longe per efter muwen ine godes 
^cruise pe monluker swinken . and also hwon je i ueleft eni secnesse . 
vor muchel sotschipe hit is . uorto [f. 1 1 8 r] uorleosen uor one deie . 
tene ofter tweolue. Wassheft ou hwar se ;e habbeft neode : ase ofte 95 
ase $e wulleft. 

Ancre pet naueft nout neih honde hire uode : beoft bisie two 
jljl wuwmen . on ftet bi leaue eu*r ethom . an ofter pet wende ut 
hwon hit is neod . and peo beo ful unorne * ofter a lute puhten * 


h aren C lute C of/ to C 80. bimong greines C Ach C nachto$emeC ane C 
82. undrrfon bute 83. scliule C beo idoddet C ipr 3er fiftene si 5 c :jcr C 
uorto . . . heauet in l. 85 om. to lichten ower heauet C 85. “] fowr sifle ilet en as ofte 
dete blod '1 3d neod is oftere' C 86. oftre ned and . . . bolicn om. C Hwa se mai 
wel beo wiS utc« : ich hit maj t>olie» 8 7. Hwon . . . blod om. C Hwch arn schule C 
do hreo daies na \nttg p ow greues don }>reo dajes nan Jnng p ow greueft C 88. 
Ah achC talkes to B ovvre seruant ower mei dnes C 89. wift B ^eawfule ^eufule 
( tales: schurtes ow schurtid C muhen mu^e C swa don ofte hwen ow B 90. 
huwches heui C arn for sum B worldlich C bing B 91* sar > B Swa B 
wislichC wites Of ower blodletunge in marg. C ow B owre owrrC blodletinge. 
92. haldes halded C ow B iswuch in swich C rest pr&fler prcfterC muhen 
mu^cn C ine om. C. i godes Q3. }?e om. C wurchen C alswa alse C hwen B 
ft lcn feleS C ani B 94. vor om. B muche B sotchipe C uorto om. C to lose 
leosen C for an B dai dei C 95. twelue twe9lue C Vas del. wasches in morg. 
wesrhefl C ow B hwer B ned ts neod is C as B 96. as B wiln wulh C 
Ouwer meidnes riwle in tnarg. C 97. Anker pc C naues nawt naut C neh hond 
ncch hont C fode B beos bisi twa wimmen B 98. an B J?e C leaue eau*r* 
u>i/h erasure of two Utters before eaucr Jeaui C at harne ed hame C f>e C 99. 

hwen B ned driues neod driueS C tat 
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unorne witS uten euch tiffunge • otSer a lutel puftene f otSer of feier 
ealde. Bi pe wei as ha geatS / ga singinde hire beoden * ne ne halde 
125 na tale witS mon ne witS wummon * ne sitte ,ne ne stonde * bute f 
leaste pet ha eauer mei ear pen ha ham cume. Nohwider elles ne ga 
[f. 1 15 v] heo bute J^ider as me send hire * witS ute leaue • ne ne eote 
ha ne ne drinke ute * pe oper beo eauer inne * ne witS ute pe 3eten : 
he ga witS ute leaue. Ba beon obedient to hare dame in alle ping ' 
130 bute i sunne ane * na ping nabben pet heo hit nute * ne underuo na 
ping ‘ ne ne jeoue nowtSer / witS uten hire leaue. Na mon ne leote 
je in • ne pe $\ingre ne speoke witS namon bute leaue * ne ga ha nawt 
ut of tune : witS uten siker fere • ;ef hit swa mei beon nc ne ligge 
ute. 3ef heo ne con obokc . J segge bi pa/er nos /res • ant bi auez hire 
135 ures * 3 wurche f me hat hire witS ute gruchu;/ge. habbe eauer hire 
earen opene toward hire dame. NowtSer of pe wummen ne beore 
frem hare dame • ne ne bringe to hire nane idele talen . J ne neowe 
tidinges * ne bitweonen ham seolf. J ne singen ne ne speoken na ne 
worldliche spechen * ne lahhen swa ne pleien / pet ei mon f hit sehe . J 
140 mahte hit to uuel turnen. Ouer alle pinges leasunges ^ lutSere wordes 
heatien. hare her beo icoruen • hare heaued clatS sitte lahe * eitSer 
ligge ane. Hare cop beo hehe isticchet * j bute broche. na mon ne 
seo ham unleppet ne open heaued. lah locunge habben. Heo ne 
schulen cussen na mon • ne cutSmon ne cunnes mon * ne for na cutStSe 
145 cluppen • ne weschen hare heaued 1 ne lokin feaste o na mon S ne toggin 
witS ne pleien. Hare weden beon of swuch schape * j al hare aturn 
swuch f pet hit beo edscene hwerto ha beotS ilurnde. Hare lates lokin 
warliche * -f nan ne mahe edwiten ham . J in hus ne ut of hus. On 

1 41. lahhe MS. 


100. ol om. fei^er C ealde U and om. B wei as B ho Gas ha gea 5 C Ga 
11 seirndr segjjinde C beodes ioi. Nine halde B heo nout om. B na nan C 
wi 3 B wi 3 B ni sitte ne stonde Ne sitten ne stonden C 102. he B leaste ho 
ha C ear B J>enne C ho ha C ham cume B 103. Nohwider Nochwder C 
ga B heo om. ha C as B mo n sendes 104. eote Cl ho ha C eauer B 
105. }atc }etc C ga B heoo;*. haC nout<?«». B Bafte baC hare C 106. hing B 

in B ane B Na Nan C heo otn. 107. ho heo QJvr horc dame ni vnderfo Ne 
underuo C. na nan C ^iue ^eouenC add nowAer noufterC 108. leue Na Nan C 
heo om. B ni 3 e 3ungre om. C? speoke.n C mid none monne om. C wi 3 na wepmo« 
109. wid ute B leue Ne ga B noht naut C no. fere B }ef C ho ha C 

on C segge B 111. aueesC wurche 1 do hwat C mo;; bides wi 5 ute grucchinge B 
1 u. eau<rrB eares toward towart C lafdi Nowfter 113. of|>ewuminen 
om. C of |?e familiers ne beo fra;* hire lafdi ni ni bringe nowSer ne beore ne ne bringe 
toheorcdameC none om B 114. tales newe tidinges C bitwenen B self seolfC 

ne no singen C ni ne spoken ne nc speoken ham seolf C 115. none om. C nane 

speches lahhen swa ne pleien |> lach^cn swa ne piemen 1 > C 116. ant sehe sechije C 
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o$er of feir elde and biSe weie ase heo ge <5 . go singinde hire beoden . 100 

ne ne holde heo nout none tale mid mon ne mid wu/wmon . ne ne 

sitte ne ne stonde bute }>et leste }?et heo mei er }>en heo kume hom. 

nouhwuder elles ne go heo / bute J?ider ase me sent hire. v/iSute 

leaue : ne ete heo ne ne drinke ute. ]>e otSer beo oner iwne . ne wi$ ute 

|?e 5eate ne go heo nout wi (5 ute leaue. bofte been obedient to hore 105 

dame in alle J?inges / bute ine sunne one. no ))ing nabben heo / )>et 

hore dame hit nute . ne ne underuor no jung . ne ne }iuen \vi<S uten 

hire leaue. Nenne mon ne leten heo in . ne fte ^ungre ne speke mid 

none monne : bute leaue . ne ne go nout ut of tune . \vi$ uten siker 

uere . ne ne ligge ute. }if heo ne con c boke: sigge bi pj/*r nos/res no 

and bi auez hire vres . and wurche J>et me hat hire wi$ uten gruc- 

chunge. habbe euer hire earen opene touward hire dame. noutSer 

of wu/wmen ne beren urom hore dame . ne ne bringen to hire . none 

idele talen : ne neowe tijnnges . ne bitweonen ha m sulf i.e silken /-ne 

ne speken none worldliche spechen . ne lauhwen ne ne pleien so $et 1 15 

ei mon J>et hit iseie . muhte [f. 116 v] hit to v'u'el lumen, ou er alle 

J^ing leasunge and luSere wordes . hatien. Hore her beo i koruen . 

hore heuedcloS sitte lowe. either ligge one. Hore hesmcl beo heie 

istihd al wiS ute broche. no mon ne i seo ham unweawed . ne open 

heaued. * Inwift )?e wanes ha muhe werie scapeloris hwen mantel 120 

ham heuegeft . ute/ gan i mantlet f>e heauet ihudeket.* louh lokunge 

habben. heo ne schulen cussen nenne mon .* ne cuSnion ne cunes 

mow . ne for nan cu&Se cluppen * ne uor luue cluppen . ne ku $ ne 

unku'S . ne wasshen hore heaued . ne loken ueste 0 none monne . 

ne toggen mid him / ne pleien. hore weaden beon of swuche scheape 125 

3 alle hore aturn swuch / f>et hit beo eocene hwarto heo beo$ i turnde. 

hore lates loken warliche . )>et non ne edwite ham ne ine huse ne ut 

of huse. on alle wise uorberen to wre&Sen hore dame . and ase ofte 

102. After mci erasure of one letter. 122. cuQ corr. out of en 9 . 

nnhte machte C hit om. C turnen hit it 7. pi wge leasinges leasing C uuele C 

hare C beon C icoruen B 1 18. hore . . . i hudeket om. hare C clao C lach^e C 

am* C hare cop beo heebie isticched C 1 19. al om. C na C seo C unlcpped C 
52 i. Lah lokinge Lach locunge C 122. Eifler ligge ane add. ho ha C schulen 

om . C schule cusse B na nan C cu«nes 123. ni na ne uor . . . unkud 

om. B 124 ne . . . heaued om. nene wcschen hare C Ni loke B faste o na 
on an C mon B 125. toggle toggi C wiA B him om. B piemen C Hare B 
wede weden C beo swuch swicli C schape B 12O. al of awic aturn 'hit' C 
eiSacem* edsene C hwerto B ho ha C beon B 127. Harr B werliehc C 

nan B etwite oi>er wite del. C ne om. B \n hus B 128. bus forbeoren B 
wradSen wraftuen C bare C as B 
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alle wise forbeoren to wrea®en hare dame * 3 as ofte as heo hit do®y 
150 ear ha drinken oper eoten / makien [f. 116 r] hare venie * o cneon 
dun biuoren hire 3 seggen * mea culpa * 3 underuon pe penitence f ha 
leitJ up on hire lutinde hire lahe. pe ancre prefter neauer mare f ilke 
gult ne upbreide for na wrea®®e * bute ^ef ha eft sone falle i f ilke ■ 
ah do hit allunge ut of hire heorte. }ef ei strif arise® bitweone pe 
155 wummen . J pe ancre makie ei®er to makien oper venie o cneon to per 
eor®e * ei®er rihte up oper . J g cussen on ende * ant te ancre legge 
on ei®er/ sum penitence • mare up 0 pe ilke pe greatluker gulte. 
pis is a ping witen ha wel f is gode leouest S Sahtnesse j some * j te 
feond laSest • for pi he is eauer umben to arearen sum lea®®e. Nu si® 
160 pe sweoke wel * ■f hwen fur is wel o brune . J g me wule f hit aga/ 
me sundre® pe brondes * g he de® «ond f ilke. luue is ih^ru crfstes 
fur * f he wule f bleasie aa i pin heorte * ant te deouel blawe® forte 
purffen hit ut. Hwen his blawunge ne geine® nawt * he bringe® up 
sum uuel word * o®er sum oper nohtunge * hwer purh ha to hurten 
165 ei®er frowmard oper * g te hali gastes fuR cwenchc^ hwen pe 
brondes purh wrea®®e beo® isundret. for pi halden ham i luue feaste 
togederes • Ant ne beo haw nawt of hwen pe feond blawe * nomeliche 
;ef monie beon iueietsomet g wel wi® luue ontende. pah pe ancre on 
hire meidnes for openliche gultes legge penitence / to pe preost no®e- 
170 leater schriuen ham hwen neod is * ah eauer pah wi® leaue. gef ha 
ne cunnen nawt pe mete gr^ceS * seggen in hare stude f pa/er nos/er 
biuoren / g aue Maria * 3 effcr mete alswa * ant a Credo mare ’ g segge 
p us on ende * feader • Sune * hali gast al mihti godd • jeoue ure dame 
his g/77ce * [f. 1 16 v] se lengre se mare* g leue hire g us ba neomen 
175 god ende * for jelde alle pe us god do® • 3 milci hare sawle pe us god 
idon habbe® * hare sawle g alle cristene sawleS. 

16 1. todfMS. 

129. as B ho ha C don ear ho ha C coten C Maken C hire B o cneos 
acneon C 130. dun lo her eori'e om. B hi fore biforen C scggewB vnd^rfo 13 1. 
penitence C ho ha C' h is haw B lutinde C lahe ladi^o C anker 132. pilke 
gult neaurnnare hr after h p r efttr itt-aufr marc h’lke gult C hiie om B for B 11a 
nan C 133. wradfle B ;ef C ho ha C sones falle B i hat ilke i pilke C Ah 
Ach C 134. and om. B 30 f C ani B rises bitwenew ham utewid bitwene.he 
wiwmen t pe anker 135. make B of ham cm. B makeB h°°^ er C o cneos o cneon 
C dun to he C i^f>. richtc C cussen on B le anker leic 137 penitance C 

Mare B upoj>ilkt* uponh»lkeC he C' greatluker guile B 138, wont. C a an C 
witow B ho ha C to sotV om. B godd god C leuest 139. sahtnesse sachtnesse 
C somentale te feond h<* feont C latest B and om. B eaurr urnben B 
140 rear** arere C >um la< 35 e B s* os siA (.' te swiko h*‘ sweoke C hwe» fur B 
141. nnbruneC mow wile tin B inon sumlres te brendes C 142. dos bond to 
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ase heo hit doS er heo dr»nken otSier eten . makien bore uenie akneon 
adun to J>er eorSe biuoren hire : ~j sigge mea culpa . and underuon 130 
<5e penitence: 'Set heo lei^ upon hire lutende hire louvve. }v. ancre 
ntuer more pe r efter J?ene like gult ne uph[r]eide hiie: uor none 
wreSSe . bute }if heo eft sone ualle iSet ilke . tuh do hit allungc ut of 
hire heorte. and ^if cri strif anseS bitweonen Se wiiwmen/ Se ancre 
nukie eider of ha?/: to makien oSer venie akneon to Ser eorSe . and 13: 
eiSer rihte up oSer : 3 kusser ha#/ on ende . and pf* ancre legge on 
eiSer suw penitence. Ivloie upon ]?eo ilke: Set gretluker haueS agult. 

|?i? is o J?ing wute V/ [I. 119^ 1 to soSe Set i r gode leouest/ 

seih[t]nesse 3 some. 3 pe uconde loSest. and for|?i he is eu er umbe 
to arearen sume wreSSc. nn isihS Se deoue) wel Set hwon pet fur 1 40 
is wel o brune . 3 me wide Set hit go ut : me sundreS Se brondes . 
and he deS 'also' onond pe t ilke. luue is ihmi cristes fur pet he wule 
Set blasie in vre heorte . and j^e deouel bloweS forto puffen hit ut . 
and hwon his blowinge ne geineS nout : }>eonne bringco he up SB m 
luSer word . oSer sum o]?er nouhtunge : hwar Jmruh heo to hurteS eiSer 145 
urowmard oSer . J and }?e holi gosles fur / acwencheS hwon Se brondes 
jwruh wreSSc . J beoS i sundred. and for }d holden ha;;; ine luue ueste 
logederes . and ne beo ha m nout of. J hwon Se ueond blowe .and 
nomeliche $if monie beoS i ueied somed / and wel mid luue ontende. 
pauli Se ancre on hire meidenes uor openliche gultes . legge penitence 15c 
neurr Se later to Se preoste schriuen ha m ofte . auh eiur pauli mid 
leaue. and jif heo ne kunnen nout Se mete graces : s’ggen in hore 
stude y \)a/er . nos/a' . 3 aue maria biuoren mete . and efter mete also . 

3 credo moare . and siggen pus on ende . veder 3 sune 3 holi gost . 

3 on almihti god . J he }iue ure dame his grace . J so lengre so more . 155 
3 leue hire 3 us boSe nimen god endinge . 3 forjelde alle Set us 
god doS . 3 milce hore soulen : pet us god i don habbeS . hore soulen 
1 38. )c added in margin. 

■f> »lke de& ilke C fuir wile 143. owre te blnwes blawed C 144. and om. B 
hwe« B blast blawunge C Geines nawt naut C )>conne om. B tie bringes he 
bringed C 145. tufier om. hwat nochtunge C Iiwer B }>urli hurcli C ho ha C 
hurren B 146. fraimvard frowjmart C te hah gastes B cwenches cwenched C hue*/ 

147. hurh hureh C wradde B beow isundret and om. B halde halden C iluuo 
inluue C faste feste C 148. nawt naut C huew B feowd feont C blawe B and 

om. B 140. nomeli 3<*f C beon B ifest to Gedere iueiact somet C wel om. wid 

B ontendet 150. f>ah J>aeh C <> 7n - anker scruanz for B Giltes 

Me penitance C 151. to pr<rost no de latere to he preost no de latere C Ah Aeh C 
f &uer B hah pacli C widB 15Z and om. B sef C ho ha C cunen noht 
cunne naut C te s^ggt n B tiare C 154. studen C Pater nosfcr biforen pa/or 
uostcr biuoren C maria After mete alswa marie, efter mete alse C 154. a credo C 
mare B seggen segge C fader sune B om hali gast B 155. 4 om. B an B 
almichtin C godd he om. B 5eouo C Iaucdi se B se mare B 156. bade 

ba C nime neome C ende B 'J om. B C 1*57. don lieorc C saute saute C 

~l f» us )>e us C hauew hore soulen om C sawk- 
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Bitweone mel ne gruchesi $e nawt • nowtSer frut ne oSerhwet . J ne 
drinken bute leaue . 3 te leaue beo liht in al p nis sunne. Ed te mete 
na word • otSer lut S 3 teo stille. Alswa efter {?e ancre complie • aj>et 
180 pr/me • ne don na ping ne seggen.-' hweRJmrh hire silence mahe 
beon isturbet. Nan ancre seruant ne ahte bi rihte to easkin iset hure * 
bute mete 3 hure p ha mei flutte bi S ant godes milce. Ne mis leue 
nan godd hwet se tide of pQ ancre • p he hire trukie. pQ meidnes 
witS uten 3ef ha serui$ pQ ancre alswa as ha ahen * hare hure schal 
185 beon hehe blisse of heouene. Hwase hauetS ehe of hope toward 
se heh bure / gleadliche wule ha seruui 3 lihtliche alle wa * 3 alle 
teone Jx)lien. witS eise 3 wiS este ne butS me nawt bliSSe. 

3 e ancres ahen pis leaste stucche reden to ower wummen euche 
wike canes * apet ha hit cunnen. Ant muche neod is p $e neomen 
19° to ham muche *eme * for ;e mahen muchel beon }>urh ham igodet * 3 
iwurset. On otSer half ^ef pet ha sungitS ]mrh ower jemeles.*' 3c schule 
beo bicleopet f»rof biuore pe hehe dome * 3 for p‘\ as ow is muche neod * 
3 ham 3d mare / jeornliche learetS ham to halden hare riwle * ba for 
ow 3 for ham seolf. J litSeliche 3 luueliche * for swuch ah wummone 
J 95 lare to beonne * luuelich 3 lifte ■ 3 selthwenne sturne. Ba is riht p ha 
ow dreden 3 luuien • ant p ah p ter beo eauer mare of luue f ]?en of 
drede * fenne schal hit wel fearen * Me schal healden eoli 3 win ba i 
wunden efter godes lare * ah mare of softe eoli f ]?en of ff. 117 r] 
bitindc win . p is Mare of li$e wordes . J J?en of suhinde * for J?er of 
200 kimeft p'mge best . J p is luue eie. lihtliche 3 sweteliche foR^eoued 
ham hare gultes * hwen ha ham icnawetS 3 bihatetS bote. Ase fortS 
177. grttchcsi] ch on an e insure. 191. )cf above furh deleted. 


158. sawle saulo C am<» om. B Bitwene B meal mel C grusc gruuesi C 
}e om. C nawt naut C 159. nowder nouder C fruit ofter liwet C ni ne C 
drinke bute B j6o. *J te Tt»eC hcht C al f> nis B At te ed C na nan C 
161. 1 ta stille 1 l>eo stille C Alswa B afu*r ancres B aSet prime odet prime C 
16a. ni do biwg nc segge ne don nan ne seggen C hwer burh hwar J>urch C 

163. rnuhe mu;e C beo destnrbet beon to sturbed C Nan B ancres seruante 
ah achte C bi B 164. richte C to B iset hure B ant C claS B ho ha C 
mai flutte B 165. nan B godd hwet C se tide B anker 166. over trukie 

faile C J>eo f> arn wifl ute«r meidnes C 3cf C ho ha C seruew serui 5 C anker 

167. alswa as B hom alien ha aclnen C- hare C beo 168. Hwa se B haues 

ehe of e^eofC toward towart C sc B heh hech C gladli wile ho ha C 
seruin C i6<). lichtliche C wa B tem* wiS B este ne C wift B eise C 170. 

bue 5 mon nawt blisse buS me naut blisse C 171. ancres B ahen ach^e C laste lutle B 

stucche stuche C rede own* ower C seruanz 1 7.2. euche uche C eanes B 
til f> ho oftet til' ha C cunnc« B ned isf>:jeB 173. neomcn C to ham ninien 
god muche C for B muhen mu^e C muchel om. C muche hurh B 174. horn 

beo igodet B wursriet. iwurset. C On B half B yd C ho ha C sunehch 

siingefi 175 purl 1 t>uu li C own* penn ies lemelesVliipe' C schule beo bicleopet 
l»rof hrel C bifore bitoieu C 176. hehe hechje C detne dom C and om. B as B 
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3 alle cristene soulen. amen. Bitweonen mele ne gruselie nout . 
noutSer frut / 'ne' o$erhwat . ne s nt' drinken wit? uten leaue [f. 1 19 v] 
auh pe leaue beo liht in alle peo fringes / per nis sunne. Eite mete 160 
no word . o$er lut . 3 peo beon stille. also efter Se ancre cuwplie 
uort midmorwen . ne don no ping . ne ne siggen . hwar puruh 
hire silence muwe beon istuibed. non ancre seruant ne ouhte mid 
rihte uorto asken i sette huire / bute mete 3 cloS : pet heo mei vluttcn 
bi . 3 godes milce. ne misleue no;/ god t hwat sc bitide of fte ancre: 165 
pet he hire trukie. pe meidenes wiSuten ^if heo serueft $e ancre 
also ase heo owen hore hure schal beon Se eche blisse of heouene. 
hwo so hauefl eie hope touward so heie hare : gledliche wule heo seruen 
3 lihtliche alle wo and alle teone polien. Mid eise ne mid este t ne 
kumeft me nout toper heouene. 170 

3 e ancren owen pis lutle laste stucchen reden to our wuwmen 
eumche wike enes uort ftet heo hit kunnen. and ir.jcht neo&is 
ou beofte : t 5 et ;e nimen to ha m gode jeme . vor ^e muwen muchel puruh 
ha;;/ beon i goded. and i wursed on o$er halue. 3if heo sunegeft 
puruh ower ^emeleaste . J 3c schulen beon bicleoped per of biuoren pe 175 
heie demare . and for pi ase ou is muche neod . 3 haw is 3ete more 
^eorneliche techeS haw to holden hore riulen . bo$e uor ou : 3 for haw 
suluen . litSeliche pauh 3 luueliche i uor swuch ouh wuwmone lore 
to beon . luuelich and litSe and seldwhonne sturne. BotSe hit is riht 
p>et heo ou [f. 120 r] dreden 3 luuien . auh pet $er bee . more eu er 180 
of luue : pen of drede. peonne schal hit wel uaren. Me schal helden 
eoli and win beo$e i ne wunden, efter godere lore . auh more of pe 
softe eolie i pen of pe bitinde wine . pet is . more of litSe wordes : pen 
of suwinde . vor perof kumetS pinge best i pet is luue eie. lihtliche 3 
sweteliche uo^iuetS haw hore gultes : hwon heo haw iknowe$ and 185 
bihoteS bote. 

173. After gode de MS. 

B ned horn heom C is ont. B jette ?et C mare B 177. *eornliche 
leares leared C haldew hare B riwle riuwlen C bade ba'be' C for ow B 
178. seolfB hauh om. B luuelice C for B swieh C ah acn C wummonrs 

lare B of religiun add. 179. second and om. C seldscene selthwenne C Bade ba'be' C 
om. B richt C 180. ho he corr. out of ha C ow B ah ach C ter 
eaurz-mare mareeau^rC 181. of be bewne B fare// B Morr heolde 18^. 

bade ba C in B wundes wundesi erasure of two letters C after godes lare B 
Ah AchC mare B b e otn. B 183. eoli B )>enne C b com. B bitende win B 
ma raa're' C b enne C 184. suhiende sturne C for B cumes kimed C 
Uchtliche C 185. swetelich for ;iues for^eoued C hare C hwen B ho ha C 
arn cnawe icnawed C 186. bihaten bihated 
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as $e mahen of mete j of claves * j of opre pinges pet neode of flesch 
easketS y beot 5 large toward ham y pah nearowe beon j hearde to 
ow seoluen. Swa de <5 pe wel blaweS y went te nearewe of pe horn to 
205 his ahne mu$ y ant utward p wide. Ant $e don alswa as ;e wullet) p 
ower beoden bemin wel dremen i drihtincs earen • nawt ane to 
ower ahnes y ah to alle folkes heale * as ure kwrd leue purh pe grace 
of him seolf p hit swa mole ameN. Hwen ower sustres meidnes 
Clime'S to ow to froure y cumeS to ham to J>e purl y earunder 3 ouer- 
210 under * canes oScr twien • j gaS a;ein soncy to ower note gastelich * 
ne biuore Complie ne sitte 3c nawt for ham ouer riht time * swa p 
hare come beo na lure of ower religiun i ah gastelich b^ete. 3ef per 
is cani word iseid p mahte hurten hcorte / ne beo hit nawt iboren ut 
ne ibroht to oper ancre y p is eS hurte. To him hit schal beon iseid y 
215 pc lokeS ham alle. Twa niht is inoh p ei beo edhaklen * ant p beo 
ful seldene * ne for heom ne breoke silence ed te mete y ne for blod- 
letenge * bute ^ef sum inuche god oSer neod hit makie. })e ancre ne 
hire meiden ne plohicn 'mine' worldliche gomenes ed te purle * ne ne 
ticki to gederes * foR asc seiS seint Beornard. vnwurSe ping is to 
220 euch gastelich mon * 3 nomeliche to ancre y euch swuch fleschlich 
froure * 3 hit binimetS gastelich p is wiftutc met utnume murhtSc * 3 p 
is uuel change as is iseid pruppe. 

O f pis boc rede c 5 hwen 3e bee's eise cuche dei / leasse o$er mare. 
Jch hopie p hit [f. 1 17 v] schal beon ow 3ef 3e hit redetS ofte y 
225 switSc biheue i purh godes muchele grace * dies ich hefde uuele bitohe 
mi muchele hwile. Me were Icou/ve godd hit wite do me toward 
rome i pen forte biginnen hit eft forte donne. jef 3c findeft p ye do*S 
alswa as 3c redefcy porickiS godd 3eorne‘ ^ef 3e ne do$ nawt/ biddetS 
godes are * beo$ umben peronuuen p 3c hit bet halden efter ower 
2 3 ° mihte. 

F Vader • Sune * hali gast * an almihti godd wite ow in hiS warde • 
he gleadie ow ^ frouri ow mine ieoue sustren • ant for al p 3c for 
him drehcS dreaietS * ne 3eoue ow neauer leasse * pen altogedere 
him seoluen * Beo he aa iheiet from world in to worlde aa on ecnesse * 
2 35 AMeN. Asc ofte aS 30 habbe$ ired eawiht her on y greteS pe leafdi 
wi$ aN auey for him p swonc herabuten * Jnoh meatSful ich am pe 
biddc se lutel * C Explicit * Jpench o pi writere i pine beoden sum 
chearrey ne beo hit ne se lutel. Hit UirnetS pe to gode y p tu bidest 
for opre. 

225. d corr out of^ MS. 
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S e uorfe ase 3e muwen of drunch and of mete and of dofe and 
of ofeer fringes fet neode of fleshe askefe: beofe large touward ha;;/: 
f>auh ^e fee neruwure boon and te herdure to oil suluen . vor so defe 
J?e wel blowefe . went f>ene neruwure ende of be borne to h ; s owune 190 
mufee . ulward j?ene wide, and je don also . ase yt wullefe f>et. ower 
beoden bcmen dreamen wel : ine drihtenes earen . and nout one to 
ower ones/ aub to al!e uolkes heale . ase lire louc/d leue jmruh fee 
grace of hi/ 7 /sulf . f>et hit so mote b< on. am/77. 

O frisse boc redefe eiuriche deie : bwon 3c beofe eise . eu/riche deic 195 
lesse ofeer more, uor ich hopie f>et hit schal beor ou 3if 3e 
hit redefe ofte : swufee biheue Jruruh godes grace . and elles ich heuede 
vuele bitowen muchel of mine hwule. God hit wot me were leouere 
uorto don me touward rome J f>en uorto biginnen hit eft forto donne. 
and 3if 3e iuindefe f>et 3c dofe also ase 3e redefe/ Jxmkefe god 3eorne . 200 
and 3if 3e ne dofe nout / biddefe godes ore. [f. i20v] am be^w umbe 
fer abuten: f»et 3e hit bet hoi holden : efter ower mihte. Veder and 
sune and lioli gost . and on almihti god: he wite ou in his warde. 
he gledie ou and froure ou / mine leouc sustren. and for al f>et 30 
uor him driefe and suffrefe . lie ne 3iue ou neu<?r lesse huire f>en 205 
alto gedere him suluen. he beo cu cr i heid from worlde to worlde . 
eu er on ecchenesse. amen. 

ase ofte ase 3e readefe out 0 frisse boc / gretefe f>e lefdi mid one aue 
marie uor him feet makede f>cos riwle . and for hi m f>et hire wrot and 
swonc her abuten. Inouh mefeful ich am / f>et biddc so lutel. 210 


]K^. Ase Alse C for 5 as B muhen mu^en C bade add. dr inch of drunch and 
om. L and afier mete om. dafics B 188. oftre C ned flesch fles C askes 

beos toward B 189. bah bach C ftr om , B narewe lx*on 'I harde to ow seolucw B 

\or om. 'for' C Swa swa C dos 190. f blawes blawert xvendes te )>c C 

narewe ende om. Ynde' C horn B toward aime achne C 191. muft B to 

b' C do alswa as B wiln wull C owre bcodes 192. bemew wel J B i drihtines 

in drichtines C earo and om B Nawt naut C am’ B 193. owre anres 
a'u'nes C Ah ach C folkosB as B laurrd B t'urh burch C 194. hiwsclt 
him seolf C swa mote B been. amr« om. B 195 Of C b ,s B redes eu^Hche 
deie om. B hwew B arn aise C eucho dai uchedei C 196. inare B uor om. B 
let om. ow B ^ef C 197. hit add . B reden swifle B biheoue )?urh B 
'godes' C and om. B hafde bcfde C 198. bilohen bitochtjen uuele C muche 
liwile B God . . . wot om. B leiurre leourc C deu le set add. B 199. to do B 
toward towart C forto for te C 200. and om. B 30 f C findew Cndeft C don 
alswa as B redew. bonkes godd 201 and om B *,ef C don nawt naut C 
biddes godd are B beos umbew B 202. )>er onuuen (jit an ourn C hit bettm* 
haldow hit halden C aft/r owre mihte eft*** ower m ich te C Fader sune. haligast an B 
■*03. ahnichti C godd he om. B ow B 204. gladie ow B frouri C ow B leue 
sustre 205. for B drehen o 5 er drehden dre.yft ] dreijeft C he om. B ni ^iue Ne 
V*oue C ow B neauerll lasse hure C 206. seluew sooluen C'. Beo he B 
ai ihehet eaurr ihech^et C fraw* into B 207. a on ecnesse 'a on edinessd C 208. 
As C as B hauen red habbcS ired C oht o pis boe eawet }m>n C Gretes ure 
haued i lafdiC wiS an B 209. mane om. B for B f swanc her abutew. b<* swung 
her abuten. C 210. Inouh . . . lutel om. 'Jnoh meSful ic am be bidde se lutel' C 
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X. IN DIEBUS DOMINICIS 

r 

Tf f T Ieofemen ;ef 36 Iusten wuleS. 3 3e willeliche 

*• ’ 1 0 ' L i A hit under stonden we eow wulleS [f. 1 6 rj 

suteliche seggen of pa fredome pc Unripe’S to pan deie pc is iclepeS 
sunedei. Sunedei is ihaten )>es lauerdes dei j ec pc dei of blisse j of 
5 lisse of alle irest. On ]?on deie pa engles of heofene ham iblissieS. 
forSi pc pa ermi tig saulen habbeS rest of heore pine. Gif hwa wule 
witen hwa erest bi won reste )?am wrecche saule to soJ>e ic eow segge. 
J>et wes sancle paul pc apostel and mihhal J>e archangel heo tweien 

eoden et sume time in to helle alswa heow drihten het for to lokien 

io hu hit per ferde. Mihhal code bi foren j paul com efter j pa 
scawede mihhal to sande paul pa wrecche sunfulle pc J>er were 
wu,niende [ . ] J>er efter he him sceawede he3e treon eisliche beorninde 
et foren helle 3ete. and uppon £>an treon he him sceawede pc wrecche 
saulen ahonge. Suwme bi ]?a fet. suzwme bi pa honden. suwme bi 
i5j>e tunge. suwme bi pc e3en. su/ 7 /me bi pc hefede. suwme bi j?er 
heorte. SeodSan he him sceaude an ouen on bernb/de fure he warp ut 
of him seofe leies uwiljcjan of seolcuSre heowe J>e alle weren eate- 
liche to bi haldene ^ muchele strengre pen eani ping to ]x>lien. 3 per 
wiSb/nen weren swiSe feole saule ahonge. jette he him sceawede 
20 ane welle of fure j alle hire stremes urnen fur bernitfde. 3 pa 

welle biwislen .xii. meister [f. 16 v] deoflen swile ha weren kinges 

to pinen J»er wiSinnen pa earmb/g saulen pc for gult weren ; 3 heore 
, a3ene pine neure nere pc lesse pah heo meistres weren. Eft^r )?on 
he him sceawede pc sea of helle b/nan ]?an sea weren .vii. bittere uj>e. 
25 J>e forme wes snau . }>at oSer is. pet J>ridde fur. J>et feorSe blod. J?e 
fifte neddren. J?e siste smorSer. pc seofe}?e ful stunch. heo wes wurse 
to )?olien j?enne efreni of alle pa oSre pine. Innan J>an ilke sea 
weren un aneowned deor suwme feSer fotetd. Suwme al bute fet . 
•3 heore e3en weren al swile swa fur. 3 heore e)?em scean swa deS pc 
30 leit a monge Jjunre, )?as ilke nefre ne swiken ne dei ne niht to 
brekene )>a ermiwg licome of f>a ilea men pc on J?isse liue her hare 

4. In MS. su sunedei. 11. sunfulle urrecehe with marks of transposition 

in MS. 18. J>ing]]>urg MS. 25. snati] swnau MS. 
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scr/ft enden nalden. Supine of fan mo//ne sare wepeft. Su7/me swa 
deor lude rem e& summe fer g~//ninde sike??, suwme fer reowliche 
gnejeft his a^enetunge, Su/?/me fer wepeft. j alio heore teres beoS 
bcrni//de gleden glide«de ouer heore a3ene nebbe. j swl'Sc reowliche 35 
ilome jehieft j ^eorne bisechetS fat me ham ibure^e fro/// f am uuele pinan 
[ . ] of fas pinan speked Aaui d. f e halie witeje. "j pus seitS. Minere're' 
nost//' d omme quia penas infemi sustinere no// possumus. 
Lauerd haue merci of us forfton fa pinen of helle we ham ne 
ma3en iSolien. [f. 17 r] SeoSfan he him sceawede an* stude 4° 
i/mc midde war$e helle j bi foren fam ilke stude were// seofen clus- 
terlokan far neh ne mihte nan liuiende mon gan for fan ufele brefte 
j fer wifti/ma he him sceawede gan 'on' aid mon f .iiii. deoflen 
ledden abuten. fa escade paul to mihhal hwet fe aide mo// were, 
fa ewet) mihhal heh engel he wes an biscop on eo'Sre liue fe nefre 45 
nalde cr/stes la^en lokien ne halden. ofter he walde an up^on J>.is 
underlinges mid wohe motien g longe dringan fenne he walde salmes 
singen o$er eani oSer god don. Herefter iseh paul hwer .iii. deoflen 
ledden an meiden swi$e unbiso^eliche.* 1 '^'jeorne escade to mihhal hwi 
me heo swa ledde. fa eweft mihhal. heo wes an meiden on o$er liue 5° 
f wel wiste hire licome in alle clenesse. Ah heo nalde nefre nan o$er 
god don. Elmesjeorn nes heo nefre. ah prud heo wes swifte j modi. 

3 li^ere j swikel. 3 wret>ful g ontful. j fortSi heo biS wuniende inne 
fisse pine. Nu bigon paul to wepen wunderliche. 3 mihhal heh 
engel fer weop for$ mid him. fa com ure drihten of heueneriche to 55 
heo m on ^unres liche 3 fus eweft. A hwi wepest fu paul. paul him 
onswerde. Lauerd ic biwepe fas monifolde pine fe ic her in helle 
iseo. fa cweS ure lauerd. A hwi nalden heo witen mine [f. 1 7 v] 
la}e fe hwile heo weren en eorfte? fa seide paul him mildeliche 
tojeines. Louerd nu ic bidde fe 3ef fin wille is f fu heom 3efe 60 
reste la hwure fen su/zne dei a fet cume domes dei. fa cwetS drihten 
to him. paul wel ic wat hwer ic sceai milcien. Ic heom wulle milcien 
fe weren eft*rward mine milce fa hwile heo on liue weren. fa wes 
sanc/e paul switSe wa. j abeh him redliche to his lauerdes fet g on 
halsien hine gon mid fas ilke weord f e 3e ma3en iheren. Lauerd 65 

40. ane] and MS. 46. wualde MS. 53. weretSful MS. 56. /it tires] 
ivunres MS. 
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he cweS fa. Nu ic fe bidde for fine kinedome 3 for fine engles. j 
for fine muchele milce. 3 for alle fine weorkes. 3 for alle fine 
hale3en. j ec fine icorene. fat fu heom mijcie fes fe redder p ic 
to heow com j reste 3efe fen sunne dei a p cume fin heh domes dei. 
70 fa onswerede him drihten mildere steuene. Aris nu paid aris. Ic haw 
3eue reste al swa fu ibeden hauest frow non on sat<rdei a fa cume 
monedeis lihting. p efre fortS to domes dei. Nu leofe bretSre ^e 
habbeS iherS hwa erest bi won reste f aw forgulte saule. Nu bi cum VS 
hit ferfore to uwilche cnstene monne mucheles fe mare to halijen 3 
75 to wurSien fewne dei fe is icleped sunne dei. for of fam deie ure 
lauerd seolf seiS. Dies d^wmicus est dies leticie 3 requiei. 
|f. 18 r] Sunne dei is dei of blisse 3 of alle i reste. Non facietur 
in ea aliquid nisi deum orare manducare j bibere cuw 
pace et leticia. Ne beo in hire nafing iwrat bute chirche 
80 bisocnie 3 beode to criste 3 eoten 3 driwken mid griSe j mid 
gledscipe. Sicut dici tur. pax in terra, pax in celo. pax 
inter homines, for swa is iset. griS on eorSe. j griS on hefene. 
~j gri <5 bitwenen uwilc cr/stene mo«ne. eft ure lauerd seolf seit. 
Maledictus h^wo qni no;/ custodit sabatum. Amansed beo 
85 f e mon f e sunne dei nulle iloken. And for f i leofemen uw'i'lc 
sunne dei is to locan al swa ester dei for heo is munejing of his 
halie ariste from deSe to liue. j munejeing of fam halie gast fe 
he sende in his apostles on fon dei f e is icleped wit sunne dei. 
ec we understondeft p on sunne dei drihten cumetS to demene 
90 al mon cun ; we ajen f ene sunne dei swif eliche wel to wurf ien. 
j on alle clenesse to locan. for heo haf$ mid hire freo wurdliche 
mihte fe 3c iheren ma3en. Set forme mihte is p heo on eorSe 
v 3euetS reste to alle eoitSe' f relies wepmen 3 wifmen of heore 
frel weorkes. fet o$er mihte is on heouene. for fi fa engles heow 
95 rested marc fe/m on suw o$er dei. p fridde mihte is p /a 
ermiwg saule habbetS ireste i;/ne helle [f. 18 v] of heore muchele 
pine. Hwa efre fenne ilokie wel fene sunne dei. o$er fa otSer 
halie da3es fe mon beot in chirche to lokien swa fe sunne dei. 
beo heo dalneominde of heofene riches blisse/ mid fan fedre. 

93. put rd . . . cor6e added on margin. 94-5. hem heo rested MS.: ha\ta MS. 
99. ferde MS. 
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-j mid pan sunnr*. 3 mid pan halie gait abutea ende. ameN. ioo 
Quod ip je prestare dignetur qui uiuit 3 regru.t deus. p er 
omnia secula secul®r«w. AmtN. 

XI. HIC DICENDUM EST DE PROPHETA 

f j\ /T 1 issus est ieremias in puteum 3 stetit ibi usqw* ad 
L IV 1J os. Qui cU77 aliqu^w iu ibi stetisset.-' debilita- 
tura est corp//j eius. 3 ta;/da/// dimissis funibw sub- 
tracts est. Et cum oon/m duriciam. quia debilis erat 
sustinere non posset, allati sunt panni do domo regia 3 5 
circumpositi sunt funib//,r ne [eprum duricia lederetuR. 
Leofemen we uindcS in balle hoc. f. ieremie pe praphr/e stod 
in ane putte. 3 jj in pe uenne up to his nu^e 3 pa he hefede 
j^er ane hwile istonde. pa bi c o?n his licome swifte icble. 3 me 
nom rapes 3 caste in to hi m for to dra^en hine ut of pisse putte. 10 
Ah his licome vves se switSe feble^ f he ne mihte noht iJ>olie pe 
herclnesse of f>e rapes, pa sende me claftes ut of pcs kinges huse for 
lo biwinden pe rapes, f his licome pe feble wes ne sc'e'olde noht 
wursien. Leofemen peos ilke weord pe ic habbe her iseit habbeft 
muchele bi tacnuwge [f, 19 r] 3 god ha beo$ to heren and muchele 15 
betere to et halden. Is hit god for to hiheren godes weordes and 
heom athalden ? %e fuliwis. for ure lauerd godalmihtin seift in pan halie 
god spelle. Beati qui audiunt uerbum dei 3 cwtodiu/rt ill^d. 
/Edie 3 blessede beon alle peo pe ihere$ godes weordes 3 heom 
athalde®. Nu ;e habbetS iherd wulc hit is for to iheren godes 20 
weordes 3 heom ethalden. Nu we sculen heow sceawen hwile hit 
is heow for to heren 3 nawiht for lo ethalden. for seint gregori seift. 
Melius est uiam ueritatis non agnoscere/ qw7m post agni- 
tam retroire. Betre hit is f mon ne iknawe noht pe wei to 
godalmihtin pe he hine icnawe 3 seodtSe hine for ho3ie i and on o$er 25 
stude he sei$. Qui obturat aures suas ne audiat legem dei 
oraefo eius erit execrabilis. pe mon pe tuneS his eren in halie 
chirche to jeines godes laje and nule noht iheren pe weordes pe of 

4. After erat st MS. 10. for] fro MS. 28. goldes MS. 



8 o 


XI. HIC DICENDUM EST 


him beo®. his beoden beo® aweriede 3 unwur®e gode. Futeus 
30 est peccati p/^funditas. quia quam diu stas in luto tam diu 
iaces in mortali peccato. pes put bitacne® deopnesse of sunne. 
for alse longe alse we ligge® in heue® sunnen / al pa hwile we 
sto[n]de® in pe putte. 3 f in pe uenne up to pe mu®e al se peos men 
do® pe ligge® inne eubruche 3 ine glutenerie 3 ine mana®as. 3 ine 
35 prude. 3 ine o®re fule sunnen. 3 f beo® riche men [f. 1 9 v] alremest 
pe habbe® pas muchele prude i n pis world, pe habbe® fe'i're huses. 3 
feire hames. 3 feire wifes. 3 feire children, feire hors 3 feire clapes. 
heauekes 3 hundes. castles 3 tunes, her uppon heo pench'e'® muchele 
mare pen uppo« godalmihtin pe al pis heom haue® isend pa pe liggetS 
40 inne swilc sunne. 3 ne penche® noht for to arisen heo delue® 
deihwamliche heore put deoppre 3 deoppre. vnde prophe/a. "Non 
claudit Bup^r te puteus os suuw nisi clauseris os tuum. pe 
pruph^/e seitS. f pe put ne tune® noht lihtliche his mu® ouer us 
bute we tunen ure mu®, ah ;if we tune® ure mu®/ pe/me do we 
43 alse pe mon pe delue® ene put feower da3e's' o®er fiue 3 penne 
he haue® hine alra le«gest idoluen.* 1 penne ualle® he per inne. f. 
him breke® pe sweore. f. is p he ualle® in to helle pine per 
neuer eft ne cume® of bote. Ah leofemen godalmihtin haue® 
isceawe® us wel muchele grace, penne he haue® geuen us to beon 
50 mud freo. f. we ma ^en mid ure mu®e bringen us ut ofpisse putte . J pe 
bitacne® peo deopnesse of sunne. 3 f purh preo herde weies pe pus 
beo® ihaten. Cordis contricione. Oris confession©. Operis 
satisfaction©, pur® heorte bireusunke . purh mu®es openunge. 
purh dede wel endinge. Cordis contrition© morit ur peccatum. 
55 [f. 20 r] oris confession© defertur ad tumulum. operis satis- 
faction© tumulatur in p<?rp©tuum. pe[nne] we beo® sari in ure 
heorte f we isuneged habbe® penne slage we ure sunne ; pene 
we to sunbote cume®. penne do we bi ure sunne al swa me dea® bi pe 

deade. for eft^rpan f pe mon bi® dead me lei® pene licome in 

60 pere pruh. Al swa pu leist pine sunne in pare pruh i hwenne pu 

scrift underuongest of pe sunnen pe pu idon hauest tojeines 

godes wille. penne pu hauest pine sunnen ibet i eft<?r pines scriftes 


34. ligge 0 ] i above f MS. 
49. Before grcu€ t luuc MS. 


44. we] ft MS. 


46. After haue 8 f al MS. 
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wissunge. f enne buriest f u fine surnen and bringesl heom m of pine 
on walde. Ter ieremiam notatnr quilibet peocatoi qni in suo 
peccato moram facifc Bi ieremie fe prophe/c we ajen to under- 65 
stonden ulcne mon sunfulie. litS in heuie sunne *3 furh sotSe 
scr/ft his sunbendes nule slakien. funiculi amaritudines peni- 
tencie significant. pe rapes fe weren icast to him.-* bltacneft ft 
herdnesse of scrifte. for nis nan of us se strong pc hefde idon pic 
hef[ed] sunnen f his licome nere swifte feble er he hefde idrejen J?et 70 
scrfft pe per to bilimpeft. panni circun/positi funibnr. J ecclme 
sacramenta significant, quib/zr penitencie duricia mitigatur. 
fas kinges hus bitacneft hah chirchfe. fa] claves f weren isende ut 
of f[es kinges huse] for to binden pt rapes [f. 20 v] mid/ bitacnet 
fe halie ureisuns pe me singetS in halie chVrche. 3 pc halie sag ra- 75 
mens pe me sacretS in alesnesse of alia sunfulie. Leofemen nu 3e 
hahbeS ihertS of pis putte pe bitacninge pe ic habbe ti. be : pelten. 

3 pc bitacninge of pe pr^phz/e. 3 f. pe rapes bitacneft. 3 hwat 
fa claves bi tacneS fe pc rapes weren mide biwunden. IheretS nutSe 
whulche finges wunieft in f isse putte. fer wunieS fower cunnes 80 
wurmes inne. f fordoft nu$e al feos midelerd. fer wunieC 
mne faje neddren. 3 beoreft atter under heore lunge. Blake 
tadden 3 habbeft atter uppon 'heore' heorte. jeluwe froggen. 

3 crabben. Crabbe is an manere of fissce in fere sea. fis fis 
is of swulc cunde. f. euer sc he mare strengftdeft him to 85 
sw[i]mminde mid f e watere se he mare swbnmet) abac, 3 fe 
aide crabbe seide to f e ^unge. hwi ne swinzmest f u fortS wartS in fere 
sea alse otSer fisses doft '3' heo seide. leofe moder swim f u foren 
me 3 tech me hu ic seal swinzmen forward 3 [heo] bigon to 
swinzmen forward mid f e streme. 3 swam hire fer ajen. fas 90 
faje neddre bitacnetS fis faje folc fe wunet) in fisse weor'l'de. fe 
speket alse feire bi foren heore euencrzsten'e' [f. 2 1 r] alse heo 
heom walde in to heore bosme puten. 3 swa sone se hi beoS iturnd 
awey fronz heom S heom to twiccheS 3 to dra$e$ mid ufele weordes. 
Hii ©ciam sunt doctores 3 falsi xpzr/z’ani. pos men fe fus 95 
to drajetS heore euenerzstene bi hinden heo habbetS fe nome of 
cr/stene ah fah heo beoS enstes unwines 3 beo$ monslajen for 

73, 74- MS. defective. 75 . Before halte ureisuns } a. 
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heo slajeS heore a^ene saule. 3 bringe$ heon in to fare eche pine 
of helle. fos blaca tadden f habbeft f alter uppon heore heorte. 
100 bi tacneS fes riche men fe habbeS fes muchtles weorldes ehte 3 na 
ma^en noht itimien far of to eten ne to drinken ne na god don fer of 
for fe luue of godalmihtin fe haueS hit heom al geuen. ah liggeS 
f>er uppon alse fe tadde de$ in fere eorfte f neure ne mei 
itimien tc eten hire fulle .** swa heo is afered leste feo eorSe hire 
105 trukie. feos ilke elite fe feos f us ouerliggeS heom turneS to swart 
alter for heo fane’s ferfurh in to fer stronge pine fet na mon ne 
mei tellen. peos ^eol'e'we [froggen bitacneS feos wimmen fe 
clafeS heom mid ^eoluwe] clafe. for fe ^eolewe claS is fes deofles 
helfter. feos wi/nmen fe fus luweS beoS fes deofles musestoch 
iioiclepede. for fenne fe mon wule tilden his musestoch he bindeS 
uppon fa swike chese 3 bret hine for fon f he scolde swote 
smeMe. and f urh f e [f. 2 1 v] sweote smel of f e chese . J he bicherreS 
monie mus to fe stoke. Alswa do (5 monie of fas wi/rcmen heo 
smurieS heom mid blanchet f is fes deofles sape 3 clafeS heom 
115 mid 3eoluwe clafe f is fes deofles helfUr. 3 seodSan heo lokieS 
in fe scawere. j? is fes deofles hindene. pus heo doS for to 
feiren heom seoluen. 3 to dra^en lechurs to ham. ah heo fuleS 
heom soluen fer mide. Nu leofemen for godes lufe witeS how wiS fes 
deofles musestoch 3 witeS eow fet 3e ne beo noht fe foa^e neddre. 
120 ne fe blake tadde. ne fe ^olewe frogge. fe feder. 3 fe sune. 3 fe 
halie gast. iscild us fer wiS. 3 wiS alle sunnen a buten e«de, 
per om;/ia s<?c«la Si’calor urn. AmeN. 

XII. SERMONS FOR PALM SUNDAY AND 
EASTER DAY 

A. Dominica Palmarum 

[f. 42 v] y I A urbe quo pr*cedebant dominum. 3 que seque- 
X banter clamaba?*/ dicentes. osanna filio 
dauid? brn^dict^j' qui uenit \n nomine domiui. It is custume 
f ech chirchsocne go$ fis dai apr^ce'ssi'on. 3 fis wune haue$ fe 

103. hear fie MS. 107. peos )eolrd.>e cla)es MS. 108. is is MS. 109. 
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QUIA MITIS SUM ET HUMILIS CORDE 

bigmnigge of pe holie precession, pe ure [f. 43 r] helende makede 5 
toward te stede per he wolde detS J>olen. Et c\:n ueniss*/ 
bethfage ad monte#** oliuarum . Mittens [duos] de d is cipulis 
iussit adduci asina#/ 3 sedit super earn, po pe com to bethfage 
Swo hatte pe prop pe preste one wunien. bi sides iewsalem on pe fot of 
pe dune pe men clepen mu«t oliuete. po sende tweien of hise diciples 10 
in to pe bureh of \erusa\em. 3 bed hem bringen a wig one te rider. 
notSer stede. ne palefrei. ne fair muie. ae peh he [weie] alre louerdes 
louerd. 3 alre kingene ki[n]g. napeles he sende after pe alre un- 
wurpeste wig one to riden. 3 f is asse. 3 gaf as forbisne of 
admodnesse on his dedc. alse he doc$ on oSre stede on his speche pus 15 
queSinde. Discite a me.*' q uia mitis sum 3 humilz'j cord?. 
IrrneS of me for f ich am milde 3 admod on herte. 3 po tweien 
sander bodes ferden 3 cudden in pe bureh. f pe helende was pider 
ward, 3 funden an asse mid foie. “3 ledden hit to genes him ^pe 
holie apostles leiden he're' elopes per uppe 3 ure helende rod per one 20 
into pe holie burh. 3 p burh'folc' hihten pe hege strete 3 bihe#gen it 
mid palmes. 3 mid o$re riche wedcs. per he wolde purh faren to pe 
hoii tewple. 3 wenden ut togenes him. 3 beren on here honde 
hiostme sum palm twig. 3 sum boh of oliue alse pe holie boc seiS. 
Occurrunt turbe cum florib?^ 3 palmis redemtori o[b]uiam. 25 
jc\ Del [f. 43 v] folc com togenes him. mid blostmen. 3 mid palmes. 

3 understoden him mid precession, swo me ki[n]g shal. 3 po pe 
ferden biforen him. 3 $0 pe after him comen. remden lude stefne pus 
qwt< 5 inde. [Ojsanna f ilio darn'd benedic ius qui uenit i n nomine 
do mini. Silof dauiSes bern blesced bie he pe cumeft a godes name. 30 
3 po children pe were# biforen diden alse pe godspel seit>. Pueri 
hebreorwzw \iam pro 3c’ pe children briggeden pe wei biforen 
ure drihten. sume mid here clones. 3 sume mid boges pe hie breken 
of pe trewes 3 swo him brohten in to pe holie temple, alse in his 
heorftliche heg settle* pus makede ure helende his holie precession. 35 
fro betfage to ierusalem. 3 elhc cr/stene man maketS pis dai precession 
fro chirche to chirche. 3 eft agen. 3 bitocnetS pe holie precession pe 
he makede pis dai. 3 f mai ech man understonden. pe wot wat 
bitocnetS pese tweie names, betfage. 3 ierusalem. Betfage interpre- 

21. fok added in margin in different ink. 
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4otat#r domttj bucce. ue 1 buccaruw siue maxillary. 3 signi- 
ticat eccLxiaw in qua bucce fungu^twr oiiicio suo pecc^/a 
confitendo ueniaw postulawdo. deum Jaudando. Carnew 
xpij// ma«duca;/do. 3 sanguines eiwj bib<?ndo. gr«//as 
agendo. Betfage is cleped on englisse mu’Sene hus. 3 bitocnetS 
45 holie chirche. $ men noten inne here muftes wike. }?anne hie seien 
here sinnes. 3 forgiuenesse bidden. 3 ure loumi ihmi xns/ herien. 3 
bruken his fles -3 his blod. f his pe holi husel. -3 him [f. 44 r] 
}>anken. lexusaXem int^rpr^tatwr uisio pacis 3 itew si gnificat 
eccL^iam. in qua pax uera uidetar. du7;z passio xrisfi reco- 
50 lit ur. et pacis oscwlam datwr. Ier/rratem is cleped sot 5 of saht- 
nesse. 3 bitocnetS holie chirche )^er bileffulle men inne becS sehte. 
J^enne pr^st cr/stes J^roweinge minegeS. 3 of pe calice understondetS 
tocne of sehtnesse. ■)> is messe cos. 3 pe folc sent. -3 J^ermide 
bitecneS p ure drihten is pureh }?e holie loc wiS bileffulle men 
55 maked sehte. 3 )?erfore chirche haueft pe tocninge of bethphage j^enne 
pe procession ut go$ of ien/Mkm. 3 eft f>enne it in cumeft. Nime 
we }>enne geme gif ure procession bi maked after ure helendes proces- 
sion. On his procession ferde sume biforen him 3 makede his 
vveie toward ien/jobm. 3 sume briggeden pe asse mid here clones. 
60 3 sume mid boges pe hie breken of }?e trewes. Do pe pe weie 
makeden biforen him. bien folkes lor}>eawes. bisshopes 3 prostes. pe 
mid here wise lore ride$. 3 make# godes weie in to mannes heorte. 
Do pe briggeden pe asse mid here clones, ben J?o pe wisseft pe folc 
mid faire forbisne of here weldede. Do £>e briggeden pe asse mid pe 
65 brokene boges. ben )>o }>e leren J>e folc to understonden god noht mid 
wel dede. ac mid wise speche. po pe after hi m comen ben )x> }?e here 
lif [leden] alse here lorSeawes hem leretS. po £>e bisides weren on his 
riht half, ben }x> )?e clene lif leden to quemende gode/ noht for 
hereworde. po j?e on his lift hond comen ben po pe clenliche liuen 
70 [/• 44 v ] n °ht forto q^miende gode / ac for hereword to hauew. De 
asse )?e ure helende uppe set. ben po forsinegede pe hauen al here 
}x>nc uppen eorSliche richeise. 3 sinne hem is loS to leten. 3 un- 
will[i]che to bete. for hem )?inche$ f godes hese heuieliche seme$. 
3 natteles gif hie ful don hie shulen on heuene endelese mede fon. 

63. maked MS. 64. hercweldede MS. 
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Ure lou^rd ih^u xris/ pe makede into icrasalem pis dai his holie 
precession, pe ech chirche to dai mincgeft. wisse q iulsie tr swo to 
folgen his holi eorliche precession f we mo ben on pe holie 
precession pe he wile maken adomes dai mid hise chosene. J fro 
pe dome in to heuene. Q nod nobrr p/Votet q ui s<;o«Ia p*?r 
om?i\2L re gnat. 


B. In Die Pasche 

H ec est dies quant fecit domtnus exulteim/y q letemar in 
ea. pis dai haueft ure drihten maked t^ gladien. q to blissen 
us ponked wurtSe him. q giarked f holie gestniwgc. pe he offe 
spe'c'S pus qj/f$indc. Ecce prandium meuw paratu/w. Mi bord 85 
is maked. q us bidden? alle per to pus seggende. Venite prandiu#?. 
Cumeft to borde q undcrstonde'S bred, ac er penne pe holie 
bord bugen. q j> bred understonde do we alse pe ap ostel bad. 
seiende pus. Prebet au/^w se ipj/nn homo, q sic d^ pane illo 
edat q de calice bibat. Preue ech man him seluen. q gif he feletS 9° 

[' he is wurtSe per to / penne understonde he f> husel. q drinke of 
pe calice. pe man hit understood eft wurftliche pe cumcft perto on 
Ocumeliche wise, q mid bicumeliche wede. q on bicumeliche time. 

On bicumeliche wise [f. 45 rj cume$ pe man pe Erest shewed prate 
his sinnes q forleteS q bimorneft q nimetS perof god wissinge. q oSer 95 
sifie pe holie acxen uppen his heued. q pe six pinen pe perto bilien. 
scilicet vigilias. labores. saccuw. i r/edi a. sitiw. f is wecche 
q swinch. harde clones, smerte dintes. selde eten q lesse drinken. 
J)ridde sitSe palm sunedeies precession. feor'Se siSes sherefturesdaies 
absolucio[n] pe litSe pe sinne bendes. pe fifte sitSe crepe to cruche on 100 
lange fridai[.] sixte sic 5 c on ester euen gon abuten pe fantston. pe 
bitocncS pe holie sepulcrr. q pe seuefte sifte f holie bord bugen 
3 f bred bruken. bicumeliche wede ben tweire kinne. lichamliche q 
gostliche. pe lichamliche wedes ben manie kinnes. ac of hem ne speke 
ich noht ac do of pe gostliche. pe ben ec fele kinnes. q alle hie bien 105 
faire him pc pe husel underfo'S. ac two per offe ben swiche j) no man 
ne mai under fo. him selue// to liele bute he haue here o$er on him. pe 
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ben }>us clepede. Vestis innocewcie. Vestis misericordxz. an 
is lofilesnesse ofieV sinbote. Vestis innocencie restituitwr in 
nobaptismo dicente sac<?rdote. [A]ccipe»ueste/?/ caz/dida;;/ q 
iwmacwlataw. lofilesnesse understondefi pe man at his folcniz/ge. 
q p bitocnefi pe cr/sme clofi. pe pe p/vst bi winded p child mide. 
q pus seitS. Underfo shrud wit q clene. J?is shrud hauefi ech man on 
him aft er his fulcni//ge. alle pe wile pe he hi m beregefi p he ne do 
1 15 ne ne q ueSe. ne ne fienche no ping for pat he bie unwurfiere gode. J 
[f. 45 v] ne lofiere men i pe iuele is soule. pis wede is wel bicume- 
liche q biheue ech man to hauen penne he husel underfofi. Det ofier 
gostliche shrud ich etnbe spece / is mildhertnesse. pe is nemed ec t 
armhertnesse armheorted is pe man. pe swifiere reowefi his sinne. 
130 q he he;// for let q bet. q milce bit. alse ure drihtcw bad seien pus. 
Miserere a«i;;/e tue placcns d/’o. haue reofie of pin ogen sovle. 
pence likeste gode. Mildheorted befi pe man pe reoufi his nehgebures 
unselfie. q liketS here alre selfie q ofpinfi sore wrecche mannes 
wanrede. q freurefi hem mid Ins wel dede. No ma;/ pe sineged hauefi 
125 ne mai wifi uten pise wedes holi husel uwderfon/ bute to eche harme 
his soule q lichame q ech ma;? pe hit underfofi wifi uten eifier pese 
wedes shal ben shameliche driuen ut of pis holi gestni;/ge. q burden 
togedere his honden. q his fet. q worpen i;/ to pe ateliche pit of helle 
bi ure drihtencs word pe seifi to swiche men. Amice quomodo hue 
13° i;/tr</sti non h</£cns ueste;;/ nupciale/;/. qc hwu come pu ider 
in mid u//bicumliche weden. pis dai is bicumelich time husel to 
u;/derfon. Qn/a h ec dies q uam fec /7 dominus. non quod ma g /7 
ha;/c q uam alias, s ed quia maiora q uam zn aliis a morte 
resurgez/do. q nos a morte resuscitando. for p pis makede 
135 ure diihte/z pe makede alle o£re. ac he kidde ofierluker his mihte. 
q mankin more milce dide on pis dai panne on ani ofire. Do he 
aros of deafie [q] rerde us mid hi;;/. Vnde exultemz/j q letem ur 
\n ea. he us fette ut of helle wow e. q per mide us gledede. q gif we 
hi;;/ folgiefi he giffi us heuene wele q per mide. us blissefi to dai ponked. 
14° wurfie hi;;/, for pi pis dai is eloped est/vne dai. p is aristes dai. for 
f pe he pis dai aros of deafie. q we alle don t [f. 46 r] panne we holi 
husel umlcVnimen. gif we ben pe[r ] togenes on clene liflode. q on 
125. pise] pis MS. 
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nhte leue. 3 witS allc men sehte. Ure lou/rd [>e us bit to J>is gest- 
nb/ge. 3 briwge us to 'his' holi fleis 3 to his holi blod 3 leue us Wc?ti to 
bruken. 3 }ms q//cdind£. Accipite 3 cowmedite ex hoc omnes 145 
h/Y cst enim c alix sanguinis mei n ovi. 3 o’ Understondeft J>is 3 
bruketS it alle. for it is mi lichame pc gin shal alle lesen. he bet us ec 
his holi blod pc shal ben shad giu to lesende 3 sei6 p J^ese two f>ing 
Lien ure bileue. Caro mea were esl cib?/j 3 sanguis meus u er<* 
est potz/j. Mi fleis is wis mete. 3 mi blod iwis drb/ke 3 after f 150 
he sei 5 . Nisi ma»d ucaucritis crrn cm filii h ominis 3 b ibe- 
t itis cius sanguinem won habebitis nitam i n uob/>. Ne muge 
haue/z no lif on giu bute ge liue/z bi mi fleis 3 bi mi blod. p husel 
|x; ge understonden .*' is his holi fleis 3 his blod. Erest it be$ ouelete 
3 win. 3 Jmreh pc holi word J^e ure helende hiw self seide mid his holi 155 
nmS.*' 3 eftcr hi m p/vst he;;/ sei$ atte swimesse t//rne& J?e bred to flek. 
j ]->c win to blod. Set in came remanet forma color 3 sa-por. 

,ic on pc holi fleis bileueS pc shap 3 hiu. 3 smul of ouelete. j on pc 
holi blod hew 3 smul of win. More mihte doft ure helende ferine 
pc holi word pc he }mrh his mu’S spec. Jxinne he giue <5 maz/nes cuinde. 360 
[his fleis 3 his blod.] 3 Nancies Jeanne man ete& 3 drinketS jmreh pc 
iichames cunde p bred wurft to fleis. 3 ]?e drinke to blod. for ]?i 
mai godes word lumen pe ouelete to fleis. 3 p win to blod. 3 swo 
dots. 3 f is |?e felefolde heste. j:>e is alre hestenc heste j> alle 
cr/stenc men agen to dai to note;;, for p J)is dai is doped estre dai 165 
p is estene da[i]. 3 te este is husel. 3 no man ne mai seien husel .*' 
wu god it is. Qz/fa est precinm muzzdi. for it is wurtS al pc 
wereld. 3 betcre ]?ene j f. 46 vj al pc wereld. pis is pc holi manne }?e 
ure driht^/ sende al e snow sleftrende alse pc propheic seitS. Pluit 
ill/j mazzna ad ma//duca//d///// 3 pane/?/ celi dedit eis. 170 
[PJanezw angdor u?n maz/ducau/V hojno. he let h cm reine mawne 
to bi liue. 3 gef h cm bred of heuenc. 3 men et cn englene [bred]. 
Manna i//tcrpretat2/r u q u 7 d est hoc? Manne bitocnetS wat is 
tis / 3 )?o ure drihte/z sende pis mete fro heuene pc israelisse folke 
it wartS on cches mu (5 wat mete se he mest luuede. 3 bilocne$ holi 175 
husel.*' pc ech cr/steman understont nutSe. pc is }>e mawne hegeste 
sweteste este pc is of sinne clensed. 06'er bigunne to clensende. 3 
alre bitcre biUrest eches mannes soule pc ne hauetS alle michele sinnes 
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forleten. 3 bet. oSer bigunnen alse \e ap osiel seiS. Q«/'ma«ducat 
180 c orpus Domini 3 bibit 3c. Ech }?e understandeS f holi husel 
unwurSliche he understant hi m seluen eche pine, 3 endelese wowe. 
Nime we nu geme ure ech agen seluen. gif we bien cumen on 
bicumeliche wise, f is to soS shrifte. to hol[iJ axen a palm sunedai/ 
to precession, a shereSursdai to absoluciun. a langefridai to holi 
185 creche, an ester euen to precession. 3 gif we ben cumene mid 
bicumeliche wede. of lodlesnesse f is clensinge. swo f we hauen 
ure sinnes forleten. 3 bi shriftes wissenge bet. oSer bigu/znen to beten. 
3 milce bidden. ]?anne muge we bicumeliche to godcs bord/ bugen. 
■3 his bode wurSliche bruken. 3 Jmreh f>e holi este cumen to driste. 
190 Quod nobis prestet qui hodie surrexf/ 3 uiuit cum deo pa/re 
in unitate spfri/as stf//c/i. 


XIII. VICES AND VIRTUES 

A. The Ark of IIoly Church 

[f. 14 v] XY gastliche hierdcs Se sculew boSe loki// 3 stiere//. So 
JL-' Se bietS in Sare woreld . J 3 ec v So' Se bieS ute. hie 
fotyS noe Sane gode stieresma;m t 5 e god<r was swiSe lief. 3 ^ecwemc. 
For Sare muchele hersumnesse Se he manije wiz/tre swanc. ser he v Sa' 
5 arche mihte habbew jemaked. 3 seSSen hie swa stierdf on Se muchele 
wilclc flode. Se ouerjiede all middez/eard. mang stroz/ge wiz/des 3 
stormes Sat he Sarof ne forleas naming. Se godd hi m hadde betaht to 
liue 3 to lozzde to bridge/;. Swa scule Sa gastlichV stieres mez/n. 
'steren' Sa arche of t 5 e hali cherche Sat hie Sarof ne forliesen 
10 ne lichame ne saule. For none wiwde of mazznliche fandiz/ge. [f. 15 r] 
Ne for none storme of dieuliche fandiz/ge. 3 eft on faire wedere ne 
bien hie naht to sikere. forSan swo man^e litle dropes of manges 
kez/nes jemeleastes mihte?/ cumezz in to Se saule bote Sat hie mihte?/ 
sinke;/. mid alle hire bi3eates. Ac lokiez/ hie alle Se wiS i/men scipes 
15 borde wunijeS, f hie biez/ hersum, 3 leSebeije here stieres maz/ne. 
swa swa hie willeS cumez/ to Se liuiende land<? mid saule 3 mid 

179. /*] fi a MS. 189. driste] d corr. out of e. 
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hchame. And hlesteS hwat Se hlauerd seiS. Se tSat scip auh to Se 
stieresma/zne/z -3 to alle Se Sar mne wunijeS. Q tr uos audit me 
audit. Se Se je'w'er* ra'd' blest be seitS. he blest me sciuen. j se 
Se jew forsakp 3 jewere lare he forsakp fulljewiss me selucn. pis he 20 
seiif to ‘( 5 a stieresma/zne/z. On michele hahte we faieS allt Se fareS 
in hoc mare magnuw. on Severe michelc seaof Sare bitere woHd. 

Of ure stieresma/z is jewriien Asce/zdu/zt usqz/c ad cel os. j 
desce/zdu/z/ usq/zz? ad abissos. Hie stietS up to heuene mid here 
gastliche pohtes for to sceawi/z ‘Se micbele merhSe of heuene riche. 25 
for to sceawi/z Se wi/zdes j Se euele stormes. Se c’mieS of deules 
blast es q for us te warni/z f ure ropes ne to broke//. Se bieS 
i broide/z mid prie streenges. Of rihte ileaue. u j of faste hope te god*. And 
of Sare soSe lnue Se is ihole/z carite Se Crist maesi luueS. Eft hit seiS 
Sat hie stikS niSer in to nielnesse mid here Sohtcs. for us eft to 30 
warm;/ wiS So stanroches of Se hard*? hierte Se me ure ne wiH nexi//. 
for none water e of wisdome. Ac 3 if Sar cu/z/p scip to hit tobrekS. 
Alswo doS Sat unwise ma/m Se cu///p to San unbiliefde ma//ne Se ne 
wile ne ne mai godes lare understate// for his hcrle hardnesse[.] 
he tobrekS ^if he ani god wille hafS. forSan he hert his gode wille 35 
■; hie tobreep. [f. 15 V] mid pelliche wordes. Ilwat dest pu / he seiS 
Su dalst al Sat tu hafst. Wile Su hleste//. spelleres. 3 pr'i'estes. q 
munekes. q pese hadede ma/me//. Ne scalt Su nasure habben god . J 
Hie wolde// for'i'sweljen all Se woreld ^if hie mihte//. be trewe 
mn/zn j halt tin god. pu finst feawe Se wile jiue/z Se ani piz/g. bute 4° 
hie witezz hwarfore. De unware ma//n Se Sis jeherS. Singp Sat he 
seiS him god rad. gif he arrer dede lilel te gode. Sar after he doS 
michehe' lasse. 3 swo he forfarS. for San Se he his priestes lare ne 
his roed lesten ne fotyn ne wile Carite sprat his bowes on braede 3 
on le/zgSe s\viSe ferr. Hie me haueS ido/z speke?z. forSer Sane ic 45 
hadde jepouht. Ac nu ic wile waenden to Se hali mihtes al swo ich 
aw hadde iju/znen be god^s fultume. Ac me pincp Sal tu lokest 
aweiward 3 heuiliche latst. And hit is me to muchel iswinch Sar 

19. gewer] w above u. ?'ad) d above erasure. 21. sc id Mfc. 30. 
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embe to J>ernker oSer to speker, bute $if Su woldest mid god wille 
5° Sar to lhester. -j hes understander. 

f 

Hu andswereS Se saule 3 seiS: 

I ch Se bidde for San ilche hlauerd Se Se iscop me to helpe. Sat 
alswo Su hauest 3egurner j Sane grurdwall ileid. Of Sese hali 
mihtes Sat tu hes forS brirge j me hes taeche. fortran hie bieS 
‘ 55 me swiSe unbecnawe for tSe mani^e unSeawes Se ic mid me to longe 
habbe ihaid. Ac nu ic hes wile leter. 3 mid godes fultume of h cm 
3es\vike«. < And mir 3e)?anc to ’Sine lore healder. For Sare hali mihte 
Se cariteS is icleped ic Se beseche q bidde Sat iu Sese halwerde lore 
or write sette. for San ic am michel J)erchirdr Sar hwile Se ic or 
60 Sese wrecche liehame am wuniende. “j ofte forjete Sat me god f waere 
te healder. and ec sum oSer saule hit wile helper. 


Hu andswereS scadwisnesse. 3 Jms seiS. [f. 16 r 

D as }>e me J^incJ? pu wilt godes lore bliSeliche understonden. q 
liernir. j Sat me likeS swiSe wel. forSi Sat hit seiS on Se hali 
65 godspelle. Q ui es t ex deo uerba dei audit. Se Se is of god<r he 
harkeS bleSeliche godes wordes. Nume cu rnp on tyanke an forbisne. 
pc sarctrj Gregorio us sei^ ; Q ui uirtutes sine humilitate 
rorgregat qr^si i n uerto puluererz portat. Se Se gadereS 
mihtes wiSuter eadmodnesse he seiS. he is ilich So marne Se berS 
70 dust amideward*? Se wirde. For Si me Jung)? f is wisdo/r Sat we 
alre Singe arst speken of Sessere hali mihte wi^uten hwam nor ne 
mai bier wiS healder te none freme ne te none gode. 


B. 

Of teares. [f. 47 r 

W ite Su to soSe Sat J^ese teares Se we embe speke# hie bieS 
iwis godes }iue. } swiSe niedfulle to San inede J>at iherd sculen 
75 [bien] of gode. Of hem sade Se prephete : Fuerunt mi hi 
lacrime me[e] panes die ac nocte. Mine teares he sade me 

54. tizchc] c corr. out of j. 67. seid MS. 71. wid MS. 73. 

speked MS. 74. inede) n corr. ont of h. 
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waren bred dai3 *] niht swa gode hie pouhten. Of opre:; kennes 
leares he sade : Lacrz’mis meis stratum meum ngabo: Ich 
seal watiien min bedd mid mine teares. Dies bedd tacneS pe 
rercsciencia. pat is pat in^ied wiSinnen. par 6e gode sawle 8c 
haueS hire reste . J par haueS se eule sawle hire pine. For bi he sade 
pat he wolde mid teares wascen pat in^ied par of tSe his herte him 
wrei$ede. Ne finde we nawher pat godd wernde ani ping Se ani 
mawn mid teares him besouhte. Godd sante to Ezeehie pc kinge be 
bis pr(?phete. 3 sade: Dispone domui tue quia morieris 3 tu 85 
-j non uiues. BecweS pine [f. 47 v] ewide he sade. for San pu 
scalt bien dead, q naht ne scalt tu libben. Pe king warS sari, alswa 
richeise is laS to laten 3 swiSe lef to libben. He wante po to Se 
wau^e 3 dede pat betste. v a' hlauerd godd sade he pench nu Sat 
ich Se habbe ^e luued. q for pine luue bh’Seliche idon. j ^if me 3iet 9° 
a litel ferst for pine godnesse. Dies was god injied f he mihte 
his gode dade forSsceawin pa pe he niede hadde. For pi him 

;eherde godd q sade to is />;7?phetc Se was ham ward. Wand a3ean 

cwaS he j sai to pe kinge. Vidi lacrimam tuaw. Ich iseih cwaS 
he pine tear, j ich iherde pine bene, pu scalt ^iet libben fiftene 3ear. 95 
^wa michel ich habbe ieiht pi lif. Danne Su on michele niede gode 
Hit beseken panne is Se wel god f pu mu3e forSdra3en sume gode 
dade. pin hierte bieS Se gladdere. j Se sikerliker Su miht bidden. 
Segge we nu forS mid pe pn?phete Ciba nos pane lacrimarz/zw. 
Hlauerd fed us mid So breadc of swete teares. q potuzzz da nobis 100 
in lacrimis in me n sura, q ^if us drinken of oSreskennes teares 
“J Sat mid imete. Dat ich wile pat Su wel be i warned, jit godd Se 
3itS pese swete teares pat non win in Sare world nis swa swete. 

‘ ] alswa alswa man to michel mai drinken of Sare wine alswa mai Se 
mann to michel wepen. pcih hie swete bien. q for Si pe is god 105 
f> pu beseke at gode one mihte. Se hatte discrecio. pat is [f. 48 r] 
sckelewisnesse. 

H ie is swiSe beheue mang alle Se oSre mihtes. Dis Se hali 
faderes seggeS Hie is moder of alle Se oSre mihtes. Sar Se 

Bo. is corr. out of /. 88. Safi] 9 corr. out of d. 89. fat on an erasure. 

07- god] MS. gode , with e partly erased. 102 . }if] Gif MS. 
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no he rixitS ne mai naure man forfaren. pe hire wile rixin q fo^in. Hit 
seiS in uitas patruT//. Sat at sume sal waren Se hali faderes 
togedere igadered. j waren spekinde betwcn hem on 'h'williche 
wise me mihte rihtist 3 sikerest to gode cumen. Sum sade purh 
fasten, sum purh wacchew. sum Surh bede. sum sade purh 
1 1 5 hersumnesse. sum sade Surh annesse. sum sade Surh herborjin 
wrecche mc»n. q feden j screden. Sum sade Surh seke me;m to 
lokin. “j on manieskennes wisen hie namden after San pe pat hali 
goddspell seiS. Da sade on of Sa eldes[t] j on of Sa wisest. Durh 
alle Sesen we habbeS isejen j iherd swiSe manije ^ebor^en. j manic 
120 of alle Sesen inamde mihtcn forfaren for pi Sat hem trukede 
discrecio. pat is scadwisnesse and skele. For Si sume dcden 
michel mare J?an hie mihlin wel andin Sume deden to litel. Sume 
dcdcn eucle. 3 wenden wel don. Sume wel agunnen j euele andeden. 
Ac % naure ne ^cscijc we manne pat hadde pese hali mihte mid him 
125 pat he aurc misferde[.] be^ete se Se muge. 

P erseuerancia hatte an hali mihte. Hie nis naht [f. 48 v) to laten 
for San hie makeS Sanne man Se godd 'h'is. to sant f he 
purwuneS on his godnesse. On Sare ealde la3e hit was i[hjotcn f 
alle dier. Se me gode scolde oflfrin pal hie lokeden wel Sat Se tail ware 
130 on auriche netene. pat tocneS Sat ilke mann Se gode ani seruise 
offreS. pat he par on purjwunie[.] on Sessere newe la3e sade crist. 
Qvi p^Tseuerauerit usq//^ in finem hie saluus erit. Se 
^urj wuncS on his godnesse Se he hafS agunnen he worS ibo^en q 
naht ellcs for none gode pe he don hafS. hwat v hwat' it is. 


1 55 Ratio dicit awiwe : 

L ieue v saule', Sis little writt ic v habbe' sare beswonken he it wat 
^ j> wot alle ping for Se to wissin. for Se to warnin. q for Se to 
helpen q for Se to berpn. }\{ Su wilt wel hit understonden 3 liernin 
foljin q [hjealden wiSuten alche twene pu miht mid godes felstc Se 


115. herborjifi] } on erasure. 118. ehiest] hole in MS. 121. tti 911 

erasure. 128. ihoten ] io corr. by erasure. 129. Before be, tie erased. 

132. On mai^in Mangel ista in red. 133. 9 urj\ dur$ MS. 134. 'hwat' 
on erasure. 136. habbe above write deleted. 137. MS. 138. 
jif] Gif MS. 139. alche) c corr. out of /. 
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bcrjen 3 heuneriches merch]?e mid ]?ese halie mihtes sikeVliche 140 
iwinnen. 

N 7 /#c autor loquitur final/^r. 

H vte we nu j^a'nkin 3 herien ure hlauerdo almihtin gode of tSese 
witte and of Sese wisdome. 3 e we hier habbeS igadered of v l/ic 
horde. 3 of manges [f. 49 rj halites marines jeswinkes be michd 145 
sw'u'nken for Se luue of godc. 3 for us to wissin. I lit is riht Sat we 
hcrijen 3 Jmnkin 3 bledscin fader 3 sune 3 hali gast on 3 a ha)i \>nn- 
nesse. se 3 e is on so 3 godd in onncssc. se 3 e l'i'ueS 3 rixeS aure ma 
a woreld. amen. Dat ne forfeit 3 u naure. \si 3 u godd nc herhje. 3 
):>auke of alle gode. Alswa swa we habbeS niede him to bidden be 150 
dai$ 3 be nilite. 3 ofte 3 jelome alswa hit is niede / him to herijen. 
Amen. 

Veni creator sp?Vi 7 #s mentes tuor um uisita imp ] et s^o^rna 
gii7c/’a que tu creasti p'e'clora* 

142. )>cmkin\ a over e. 146. swunketi] u over ?. 148. iiueti] i over e . 

1 49 * forfeit] i over erasure. 
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XIV. LA3AM0N 
The Brut (MS. Caligula) 

Vnder pan comen titSende / to vortiger pan kinge. [f. 81 r 2 

f ouer sae weoren icumen / swifte selcutSe gumen. 

Jnne pere Temese.*' to londe heo weorew icuwmen. 
preo scipen gode S comen mid pan flode. 

preo hundred cnihten S Alse hit weoren kinges. 5 

wi5 uten pan scipen mownen t pe weoren per wiS innew. 

J>is weoren pa faereste men / pat auere her comen. 

Ah heo weore haetfene.*' f wes haerm pa mare. 

Uortiger heom sende to ? And axcde hu heo weoren idon. 
jif heo gri?S sohten . J -j of his freond scipe rohte;/. to 

heo^wisliche and swerden . J Swa heo wel cuften. 
j seiden f heo walden ? speken wit5 pan kinge. 

3 Leofliche him heren y haelden hine for haerre. 

And swa heo gunnen wenden ffor<5 to pan kinge. 

pa wes Uortigerne pa ki#g . J In Cantuarie buri. 15 

per he mid his hirede . J Haehliche spilede. 

per pas cnihtes corner . J Bi fore« pan folc kinge. 

Sone swa heo | hine imetten.*' faeire heo hine igraetten. [f. 81V 1 
■ ] seiden pat heo him wolden . J haeren ipisse lon deu „ 
jif he heom wolde i mid rihten at halden. 20 

pa andswerede vortiger f of elchen vudp-4le wes war. 

An alle mine iliue. J pe ich iluued halSbe. 
bi daeie no bi nihtes ne saeh ich nauere aer swulche cnihtes. 
for eouwer cumew ich aem blitSe . J 3 mid me 5e sculler bilaefuen. 
3 eouwer wille ich wulle driven/ bi mine quicke liuen. 25 

Ah of eou ich wulle iwiten . J purh sotSen eouwer wur$ scipen. 
whaet cnihtes je seon. J j whaennenen je icumen beon. 

} whar je wullen beon treowe . J aide 3 aec neowe. 
pa answerede pe oSer/ pat wes pe aldeste broker, 
lust me nu lauerd king.-' 3 ich pe wullen cuSen. 30 


25, birni ne MS. 


27. wh&f\ whahset MS. 
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LA3^M0N 

(MS. Otho) 

vnder ]?an com tydinge: to vortiger f>an kinge. 
j>at ouer see weren icome i swij?e selliche gomes. 

j?reo sipes gode . J icome were mid f>an (lode 
Jxar on J^reo hundred cnihtes.*' alse hit were kempes. 

jn\s weren J>e faireste men f>at euere come here 
ac nii weren hexene )?at was har[m] pc more. 


)>eos comen to J>an kinge and faire hine grette. 
and seide J>at hii wolde' him sarui in his lo«de 
3if vs J?ou wolle.*' mid rihte atholde. 

answerede vortiger i f>at of eche vuele he was war. 
In al mine lifue , J £>at ich ileued habbe t 
Hi dai no bi nihte.*' Ne seh ich soche cnihtes. 
for 30U ich ham blij^e.*' and mid me $e solle bilefue. 

Ac forst ich wolle wite / for joure mochele worsipe. 
wat cnihtes | beo jeo/ and wanene ;eo i comen beo. 


[f. 65 v l 


[f. 65 v 2 


f>o answerede pe o)>er * J>at was pe elder broker. 
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what cnihtes we beo$/ 3 whanene we icumen seotS. 

I ch hatte hedges / hors is mi broker. 

we beoS of alemaiz/ne / atSelest alre londe. 
of fat ilken xnde / f e angles is ihaten. 

BeotS in ure londe/ selcuSe tiScnde. 35 

vmbe fiftenc 3er/ pat folc hi[s] isomned. 

A 1 ure iledene folc / 3 heore loten werpeft. 

vppen pan pe hit fal[l]ed / he seal uaren of londe. 

Bilxuen scul | len pa fme / pa sexte seal fortS litSe. [f. 81 v 2 

ut of fan leode / to u[n]cuSe londe. 40 

Ne beo he na swa leof mon / uorc 5 he seal litSen. 

For fer is folc swi$e muchel / mxre pene heo walden. 
pa wif fxreft mid childe / swa pe deor wilde. 

^Lueralche 3ere / heo bereft child fere / 

f bfcoft an us feole / pat we fxren scoldcn. 45 

Ne mihte we bilxue / for line ne for dxfte. 

Ne for nauer nane finge/ for fan folckinge. 
pus we uerden fere/ 3 forfi beoft nu here, 
to sechen vnder lu/te / lond 3 godne lauerd. 

Nu f u hxfuest iherd lauerd ki[n]g / Soft of us furh alle f i[n]g. 
pa azzswarede vortiger / of ale an vfele he wes war. 5 1 

Ich ileuc f e cniht / f f u me sugge soft riht. 

3 wulche beoft xoure ilcuen / f 3c on ileueft. 

3 eoure leofue godd / fe 3c to luted. 

pa and swarede Hxnges / cnihtene alr^Jeeirest. 55 

Nis in al fis kinelond/ cniht swa muchel ne swa strong. 

We habbeft gode's' gode / fe we luuieft an ure mode, 
fa we habbeft hope to / 3 heoreft heom mid mihte. 

J)e an hxhte phebus / fe ofter Saturnz^. 

fe f ridde hxhte wodew / f is an weoli godd. 60 

fe feorfte hxh | [te] JupiUr/ of alle pmgc he is whar. [f. 82 r l 
fe fifte hxhte Mercuric / fat zs fe hxhste ouer us. 
px sxxte hxhte appollin / f is a godd wel idon. 

3 6. /;//] hi MS. 38. failed} fated MS. 49. htste MS. 56. muchel 

over erasure. 38. mid mid MS. 62. /j] us MS. 
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]ch hatte Hengest J Hors hattc min broker, 
we beop of Alemaine.i of one riche londe. 
of pan ilke hende pat ^nglis his ihote. 

Beop in vre londe wonder penges gonde. 
bi eehe fiftene jer. pat folk his i somned. 

And werpef fare hire lotes / fo[r] to londes seche. 
\p wan fat lot fallef f he mot neod wende. 


Ne beo he noht so riche , J he mot lond seche. 

Forfe wifues gof fare mid childe . J ake fe deor wilde. 
bi euereche }ere / hii gof mid childe fere, 
pat lot on vs ful / fat we faren solde. 

Ne moste we bi lefue f for life ne for deaf e. 

fus hit faref fere. J far fore we beof nou here. 

Nou fou hauest ihord louerd king .** sof of vs and no lesing. 
fo saide vortiger fat was wis and swife war. 

And woche beof joure bileue / fat }eo an bi lefef . 


We habbef godes gode fe we louie$ in mode. 

fe on hatte phebus f fe of er Saturnus 

fe fri[d]de hatte Woden / fat was a mihti ping. 

fe feorpe hatte Jubiter of alle pinges He his war. | 

pe fifpe hatte Merchuriwj fat his fe hehest ouer vs. [f. 66 r 1 

pe sixte hatte appoint:* pat his a god of gret win. 

38. vp] vt MS. 63. e, partly destroyed. 
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pe seouefce hatte teruagant.*' an haeh godd in ure Ion. 

jet we habbeS anne laeuedi t pe haeh is j maehti. 65 

heh beo is 3 haliy hired men heo luuieft fo»pi. 

heo js ihate Fraeae wel heo heom dihteS. 

Ah for alle ure goden deore pa we scullen haeren. 


Woden hehde pa haehste la;e y an ure aelderne deepen. 

he heom wes leof. J aefne al swa heore lif. 70 

he wes heore walden y And heom wurftscipe duden. 

pene feortSe daei ipere wike i heo 3ifuen nim to wurtSscipe. 

pa punre heo jiuen puwres daei . J for pi pat heo heom helpen maei. 

Freon heore laefdi y heo }iuen hire fridaei. 

Saturnus heo 3iuen saetterdaei . J pene sunne heo 3iuen sonedaei. 75 
Monen heo 3ifuen monedaeiy Tidea heo ^euen tis daei. 
pus seide hae[n]gest y cnihten alre hendest. 
pa answerede vortig^r y of aelchen vfel he waes waer. 

Cnihtes je beotS me leofue y ah pas titSende me beoS lafte. 
eouwer ileuen beo$ vnwraste 30 ne ileoueS noht an criste. | 80 

Ah $e ileouetS a pene wurse . J pe godd seolf awariede. [f. 82 r 2 
eoure godes ne beofl nohtesy In belle heo nitfer liggeft. 

Ah neotSeles ich wulle eou at haelde : ' An mine anwalde. 
for nortS Beoft pa Peohtes y swifte ohte cnihtes. 
pe ofte lede$ in mine londe ferde swiSe stronge. 85 

ofte dod me muchele scome . J 3 perfafe- ich habbe grome. 

•j 3if 3c me wulletS wraeken 3 heore maefden me bi3eten. 

Ich eou wullen 3euen lond.* 1 muchel seolueR -3 gold, 
pa andswerede haengest y cnihtene alre feirest. 
jif hit wulle saturnus i al hit seal iwurtSe pus. 90 

Woden ure lauerd y pe we on bi liuetS. 

Hengest now laeue y j to scipen gon lit 5 e. 

per wes moni cniht strong t heo dro3en heore scipe;/ uppe pe lo»d. 
for *?5 wenden dringches. J to vortigeme pan kenge. 

Biuoren wende hengest y 3 hors him alre haendest. 95 

64. seoSuede MS. 67. dihtetf} corr. out of s. 76. Monenen heo jifuenen 
MS. 80. ileuen written over ilauerd deleted. cristre MS. 86. me} e 
corr. out of u. 93. tippe on an erasure. 
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j>e souepe hatte Teruaganty an heb god in vre lond. 
^et we habbep an leafdi/ pat heh his and mihti. 

jeo his i hote frea. hlredmen hire louiep. 

To alle peos godes we worsipe werchep. 

And for hire loue/ peos dajes we heom ^efue. 

Mone we ^efue moneday. Tydea we $efue tisdei. 


Woden we $efue wendesdei. pane ponre we jefue porisdai. 
Frea pane friday. Saturnus pane sateresdai. 


pus saide Hengest . J cniht alre hendest. 
po answerede vortiger .*’ of alle harme he was war. 

Cnihtes ^eo beop me leofue . J ac joure bilefues me beop lope. 


Ac ich wolle ou at holde . J in min anwolde. 

For norp beop pe peutes ? swipe ohte cnihtes. 

pat ofte dop me same . J and par vore ich habbe grame. 
And $ef je wollep me wreke . J of [hire] wipere dedes 
Ich 30U wolle jeue.* 1 jeftes swipe deore. 
po saide Hengest / al hit sal iworpe pus. 


Hengest nam lefue and to sipe gan wende. 

And al hire | godes . J hii beore to londe. [f. 66 r 2 


h 2 
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SeoSCen pa alemainisce men y pa aSele weor ew an deden. 

3 seoStSen heo senden him to y heore saexisce cnihtes wel idon. 
hengestes cunnesmen/ of his aldene cudSe. 
heo comen in to haile y haendeliche alle. 

Bett weoren iscrudde/ 3 bed weoren iuaedde. 100 

haengest | swaine y pene vortigernes. peines. [f. 82 V 1 

pa wes vortigernes hired y for hehne ihalden. 

Bruttes weoren saeri y for swulchere isihSe. 

Nes hit nawiht longe y pat ne comen to pan kinge. 

Cnihtes sunen uiue y pa i faren hafden biliue. 105 

heo saeiden to pan kinge neowe tiSewden. 
nu for$ rihtes y Icumew beoft pa peohtes. 
purh pi lond heo aern etS y 3 haeqietS 3 berneft. 

3 al pene norS aende y iuald to pa ;/ gruwde. 

her of pu most raeden y otSer all we beo$ daeden. 110 

pe king hine bi jx)hte . J whaet he don mihte. 

he sende to pan innen y after al his monnen. 

per com hengest per com hors . J per com mani mon fal oht. 
per comew pa saxisce men y hengestes cunnes men. 

3 pa Alemainisce cnihtes y pe beoS gode to fihte. 115 

pis isaeh pe king vortiger y bliSe wes he pa per. 
pa peohtes duden heore iwune y a pas haelf pere humbre. heo 
weoren icume. 

3 pe king VortigeR y of heore cume wes ful war. 

Togadere heo comen y 3 feole per 61 sloven. 

per wes feht swide strong y Comp swi$e sturne. 120 

pe Peohtes weoren ofte iwuned y Vortige[r]ne to ou*r | cumen. [ 7 . 82 v 2 

3 pa heo pohten a[l]swa y Ah hit ilomp an o$er pa. 

for hit wes heom al heley pat haengest wes pere. 

3 pa cnihtes stronge y pe comen of saxelowde. 

3 pa ohte alemanisce y pe pider comen mid horse. 125 

SwitSe monie peohtes y heo slojen ipan fehte. 
feondliche heo fuhten y feollen pa faeie. 

100. Bett corr. out of Bette. 102. ihaldende MS. 1 13. muni MS. 

Xl6. /a pa Mi>. 
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Forp hii wende alle i to vortiger his halle. 
Bed weren i scrud . J and bet weren ived. 
Hengestes sweines/ pane vortiger his cnihtes. 

Bruttes weren sori * for pan ilke sihte. 

Nas noht longe . J pat ne come lydinge. 


f>at po forprihtes icomen were pe peutes. 

Oueral J?in lond hii erne]? . J and sieap pin folk and bearnep. 
and alle pane nor)) ende . J hii fallep to pan gruwde. 
her of pou most reade .*' oper alle we beop deade. 

pe king sende his sonde . J to peos cnihtes hinne. 

pat hii swipe sone to him seolue come. 

par com Hcngest and his broper . J and manian oper. 


pat pe king vortiger blipe was po per. 

pe Peutes dude hire wone a pis half vmbre hii were icome. 

And pe king vortiger .* of hire come was war. 

Togadere hii comen.*' and manie par of sloven. 

pe peutes weren ofte iwoned .*' vortiger to ouercome. 

And po ipohten al so / ac hit bi ful operweies po. 
for hii hadde mochel care . J for Hengest was pare. 


for swipe manie peutes.*' hii slo3en in pan fihte. 


iot . swenise MS. 
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pa pe non wes icumen pa weoren Peohtes ouer cumen. 

3 swu$e heo awaei flojen f an aelche helue heo forft flu^en. 

3 alle dai heo fluijen / monie 3 vnnifo^e. • 130 

pe king vortigerne / wende to herberwe. 

3 aeuere him weorew onuast. J Hors 3 haengest. 

Haengest wes pan kinge leofV 3 him lindesaje $ef. 
and he $aef horse . J madmes ino^e. 

3 alle heore cnihtes. J he swiSe wel dihte. 135 

3 hit gode stuwde.*' stod a ptm ilke. 

Ne durste nauere peohtes cumen i pan londes. 
no raeueres no utlajen f heo neoren sone of slae^en. 

3 haengest swiSe faeire herede pane king. 

pa ilowp hit in ane time .*’ f pe king wes swi$e blitSe. 140 

An ane haeje daeie ? imong his du3e$e monnen. 

Hengest hine bi polite . J what he don mihte. 

for he wolde wi$ pan kiwge .*' holder | runiwge. [f. 83 r 1 

pan kinge he eode to ? foren . J 3 faeire hine gon greten. 
pe king sone up stod / 3 saette hine bi him seoluen. 145 

heo drunken heo dremden . J blisse wes among heom. 
pa qu e <5 hengest to pan kinge . J lauerd haercne tiSende. 

3 ich pe wulle raecchen / deorne runen. 

;if pu mine lare . J wel wult lusten. 

3 noht halden to wraSSe . J pat ich wel leare. 150 

pe king answarede / swa henges hit wolde. 

pa saeide haengest cnihten alre faeir^dC 

lauerd ich habbe moni a daei pine monscipe ihae^ed. 

3 pin holde mon ibeo« t i richen pine hirede. 

3 in aelche faehte J haehst of pine cnihtew. * 155 

3 ich habbe ofte ihaerd f hohfulle ronen. 

Imong pine hired monnen / heo hatietS pe swi$e. 

In to pan bare daet>e. J $if heo hit dursten cu$e. 

Ofte heo stilleliche spaeketL-' 3 spilietS mid runen. 

of twam $u nge monnen . J pat feor wunieS hennen. 160 

pe an haehte VtheR . J pe o$er ambrosie. 

1 33. Uof ? t him linde over an erasure. 137. peohtestes MS. 144. gonfc 
MS. 146. hton dremden MS. 136. ronetien MS. 159. stilledliche MS. 
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j?o fat non was icome:' fo were Peutes ouercome. 

And swife hii awey | floje. on euereche side. [t. 66 v 1 

and vortiger fe king* wende ajen to his hin. 

and to hengest an his cnihtes he jef riche 3eftes. 


N e dorste neuere peutes . J come in J>isse londe. 
fat hii nere sone of sla^e / and idon of li^daje. 
and Hengest swife hendeliche , J cwemde fan kinge. 
po hit bi ful in on time . J fat fe king was svvife blife. 


Hengest wolde wif fan kinge . J holde rounbzg. 
fane kinge he come bivore and faire hine grette. 


po saide hengest to fan kinge / louerd hercne tydinge. 
And ich fe wolle telle . J of deorne rouniwges. 

;ef fou mine lore wel wolt i hure. 

And noht holde to wraf fe $ef ich f e wel leore. 

And fe king answerede alse Hengest hit wolde. 


louerd ofte ich habbe ihord ? among fine cnihtes. 
fat hii fe hatief swife / into fare bare deathe. 

Ofte hii stille spekef. of two 3onge cheldrew. 

fe on hatte vther.*' fe ofer Aurelie. 

1 40. After /*’, ren MS. 
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pe pridde hsehte Co[n]stance / pes wes king i pisse 'lond'. 

3 he her wes ofslajeny purh swicfulle la^en. 

Nu wulle® cume pa o$ere y 3 wraeken heore broker. 

A 1 forbaer | nen pi lond . J 3 slam pine leoden. [f. 83^ 165 

pe seoluen 3 pine du^etfen y driuen ut of londe, 

•3 pus suggetS pine men y per heo somned sittetS. 
for pa. twene brottere y beo$ 'beyne' kine borne. 

Of androeinnes kunney pas aftele bruttes. 

3 pus pine dmjeftey stille pe fordemed. 170 

Ah ich pe wulle raedey Of muc.hele pire neode. 
f pu bi^ite c;zihtes y pa. gode beo$ to fihte. 

3 bitache me aenne castely OtSer ane kineliche burh. 
pat ich mai inne ligge y pa while pa ich libbe. 

Ic am uor pe iuaid y pxr fore ic wene beon daed. 1 75 

fare per ic auer fare y naem ich naeuere bute care. 

Buten ich ligge faste y biclused inne castle. 

jif pu pis me wult don y Ich hit wulle mid luue a fon. 

3 ich wulle biliue/ senden after mine wiue. 

pat is a sexisc wimmony of wisdome wel idon. 180 

3 after rouwewiey mire dohter. J pe me is swifte deore. 
penne ich habbe mi wify j mine winemaies. 

3 ich beo i pine londe f fulliche at stonde. 

pa bet ich wullen hiren pe y jif pu pis ^ettest me. 

pa answerede vcrtiger y Of aelchen vuele he wes | war. [f. 83 v 1 185 

Nim cnihtes biliue y 3 send aefter pine^wiue. 

3 aefter pine children y pan 3u;/gen ypan olden. 

3 aefter pine cunneny 3 afeoh heom mid wunne. 

penne heo to pe cumefty pu scat habben gaersume. 

haehliche heom to ueden y 3 wurSliche scruden. 190 

Ah nulle ich castel na burh y nane pe bi techen. 

for men me wolden scenden y I mine kine lond. 

for 3e haldetS pa haetSene la^e y pat stod on eoure aelderen dae;e. 

3 we haldetS cristes laje y 3 wulletS auere an ure daeje. 

pa jet spaec haengest . J cnihten alre hendest. 195 

168. bey tie added in margin, heaven deleted. 172. cnihtes'] mihtest MS. 

192. kine kine lond MS. 
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pe ]?ridde hehte Constance . J pat pou dedest to dea)>e. 

Nou wolle]? come pc o]>er. J and wreken hire broker. 

A 1 for bearne pi lond . J and slean J?ine leo | de. [f. 66 v a 

And pus segge]? J?ine men / stille bi twine heom. 


Ac ich J>e wolle reader of mochele )?ine neode. 

}^t pou bi^ete cnihtes:' pat gode beon to fihte. 

And bitak me one castel/ j?at ich mai on wonie. 

For ich ham for j?e i veiled / pat ich wene beo dead. 
)?are ware ich euere vare . J nam ich neuere boute care. 
Bote ihc ligge faste.*' biclused in on castle, 
jef f?ou J?is woldes don Mi wif solde come sone. 


and mi dohter Rowenne . J and moche of mine cunne. 

Wan we )?os bcop in londe / folliche at stonde. 

)>e bet we wolle)? cweme pc. J jef )?ou ]?is wolt granti me. 

|?o answerede vortiger J?at of ech vuele was war. 

Nim cnihtes swi)?e. J and send after j?ine wifue. 

And after ]?ine children pc 3ong and pc heoldre 
And after )?ine cunne . J and onderfang heom mid winne. 
wane hii to pc come)?.*' )?ou salt habbe garisome. 
hehliche heom to fede . J and wor)?liche to scrude. 

Ac nelle ich Castel ne Borh.*' nanne pc bi take. 

For men me wolde sende . J in mine kinelonde. 

$ef | ich he]?ene men/ londes bitoke. [f, 67 1 1 

pc jet spac hengest.*' cniht alre hendest. 
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lauerd ich wulle pin iwil i driven her 3 ouer al. 

3 don al mine daedey aefter pine raede. 

Nu ic wulle biliue . J sende afteR mine wiue. 

3 aefter mire dohter y pe me is swa deore. 

■3 aefter ohte mo;/nen y pa. bezstc of mine cunne. 200 

And pu $if me swa muchel lond y to stonden a mire a$ere ho»d. 

Swa wule anes bule hude y niches weies ouer spraeden. 

feor from aelche castle y amidden ane ualde. 

pen/ze ne mai pc atwite y pc haene ne pe riche. 

f pu aei haehne | burh^e . J haeSene monne habbe bi taeht. [f. 83 v 2 205 

pe king him ijette y swa hengest 3irnde. 

Hengest nom laeue y 3 forS he gon litSe. 

3 aefter his wiue sende sonde y to his ajene lo/zde. 

3 he seolf wende jeond J>is lorn! y to sechen aenne brae[d]ne fseld. 
per, he mihte wel spraede .' On his feire hude. 210 

He com aen enne ende. J In enne faeire uelde. 
he hafde ane hude . J bi }ite to his neode. 
o ane wilde bule y pe wes wunder ane strong. 

He haefden aenne wisne mon y pe wel cube a craften. 

pe nom pas hude f 3 a bord leide. 215 

and whaette his saeresy alse he schaeren wolde. 

Of pere hude he kaerf enne pwong y swi$e swal 3 switSe long. 

Nes pe pwong noht switfe braedy buten swulc a twines praed. 

pa al islit wes pe pong y He wes wunder ane long. 

a buten he bilaede y muche del of ionde. 220 

He bigon to deluen y die swiSe milchele. 

per uppe stenene wal y pe wes strong oueral. 

ane burh he arerdey muchele 3 mare. 

pa pe burh wef al jare y pa scop he hire nome. 

he haehte heo ful iwis y KaeRCarrai an Bruttisc. 225 

3 aenglis | ce cnihtes y heo Cleopeden pwong Chastre. [f. 84 r 1 

Nu and auere mare y pe nome sto[n]de$ pere. 

3 for nan odere gomey naeueden pae burh pene nome. 
a pet come densce men y and driuen ut pa bruttes. 

197. don 4 on MS. 

224. wts] rutl MS. 


207. nom corr. out of mom. 


217. szva/ MS. 



MS. OTHO 


107 

louerd nou ich wolle. J don al t>ine wille. 

Nou ich wolle bliue. J »sende after mine wifue. 


And jx>u $ef me so mochel lond . J to stonde on min owe bond. 
Ase wole a Bole hude in grene oucr sprede. 

For fram eche Castle a midde one felde. 
fninne ne mai ]?e atwite pe pore no h e riche, 
hat j?ou eni heh Borh . J hexene Man bi takest. 

And pe ki«g him 5af. J J> at ^ ute ^ l^ at ^ ie $orndc. 

Hengest nam lefue f and for)? he gan wende. 

And after his wifue he sende sondes to his owene londe. 

A id him seolf wende . J oueral to bi nolde. 
ware he mihte wel sprede his Bole hude. 


1 lengest hadde one wisneman . J h at vve ^ cou)?e of crafie. 

He nam ]?eos bole hude and a borde laide. 

par of he makede ane h wa ng • swife smal and swi]?e lang. 

Nas )?e hwang noht brod bote ase hit were a twined h r ^d. 

A boute h a r mid he leide . J moche deal of londe. 

He lette po delue . J on euerech halue. 

har vppe stonene wal. J swihe | strong oueral. [f. 67 

ane castel he arerde fair to bi holde. 

ho ^ Borh was al 3arue . J po sette he hire name. 

he hehte hire foliwis Cayr Karri in Bruttesse. 

and Englisse cnihlesy pwangchestre. 

Nou and euere more . J pe name stonde]? h[ are ]- 

forte pat Dence men driuen vt h e cnihtes. 


218. atwined MS. 
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pene pridde nome heo per saette / 3 lanecastel hine haehten. 230 
3 for swulche gomen / pae tun hafde pas preo nomen. 

Vnder pan com liSen hider / hengestes wife mid hire scipen. 

heo haefde to iueren/ fiftene hundred ridern. 

mid hire comew to iwiten . J muchele sehtene scipen. 

per comen inne / muchel of hengestes cunne. 235 

3 Rouwew his dohter/ pe him weV swide deore. 

Hit wes umbe while / p com pe ilke time. 
p parked wes pa. burh / mid pan alre bezste. 

Hewgest com to pan kinge / 3 bad him gistninge. 

3 seide p he hafde an in / parked to }eines him. 240 

3 bad pat he come per to / 3 he scolde beon faeire under fon. 

3 pe king him $ette / swa hengest hit wolde. 

Hit com to pan time/ p pe king gon forcS litSe. 

Mi$ "pan deoreste monnen / of alle his dujetSe. 

for$ he gon bujen / | p he to burh com. [f. 84 r 2 245 

he biheold pene wal / up and dun oueral. 

al him wel likede / p he on lokede. 

He wende in to halle/ 3 his heleSes mid him alle. 

Bemen heo bleowen / gomew men gunnen cleopien. 

Bord heo hetten breden / cnihtes setten per to. 250 

heo aeten heo drunken / draem wes iburhjen. 

pa. pe duijefte hafde ijeten / pa. wes heom pa bet iloten. 

Haengest code in to pan inne / per wunede Rouwenne. 
he heo lette scruden / mid vnime'te'^frude. 

al p scrud pe heo hafde on/ heo weoren nvi$e wel ibon. 255 
heo weoren mid pan bezste / ibrusted mid golde. 
heo bar an hir^ honde / Ane guldene bolle. 

I uulled mid wine / pe wes wunder ane god. 
haeje iborewne men / heo la^dden to hallen. 

biuoren pan kinge / forest alre pinge. 260 

Reowen saet acneowe / 3 Cleopede to pan kinge. 

3 pus aerest saeide/ In aenglene londe. 
lauerd king waes haeil / for pine kime ich aem uaein. 
pe king pis ihaerde / 3 nuste what heo seide. 

233. fotd’edMS. 355. swide ] huitie MS. 


26 o.ybrw/MS. 
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J?ane fridde name far sette and leane Castei hine cleopcde. 

vnder pan com lij>e hider. J Hengestes wif mid lr're sipes. 
jeo hadde to ivere. J fiftene hundred Rideres. 


And Rowen his dohter.*' fat was him svwpe deore. 

Hit was bi on wile pat com fe ilke time, 
pat vjarked was fe borh mid fan alre beste. 

And Hengest wende to fan kinge . J and bad hine *.0 gystniwge. 
And seide fat he hadde on In / hi makede to $enes him. 

And fe king him grantede . J alse Hengest wolde. 


Forf hii gonne wende . J fat hii come to fan ende. 
fc king bi heold fane wal . J vp and dun oueral. 

Ai him wel likede . J fat he on lokede. 

He wende in to halle and his cnihtes mid him alle. 

Bordes hii lette sprede cnihtes far to sete. 

hii eoten | hii drongken blisse was amang heom. [f. 67 v 1 

Hengest wewde to fe inwe . J far Rowenne was hinne. 
he hire lette scrude. J mid onimete prude. 


jeo bar in hire hond.*' ane goldene bolle. 

Hi fulled mid w[i]ne. J ne mihte non be richjere]. 
Hehje ibore mew / hire ladde in to halle. 
bi vore fan kinge .*' fairest alle f ing. 

Rowenne sat a cnouwe.*' and seide to paw kinge. 
fus erest jeo spac . J in Englene lond. 

Louera king wassayl/ for fine comes me beof hail, 
pe kiwg hit ihorde.*' and nuste wat ;eo saide. 

258. wine\ richere\ MS. defective here. 
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pe king vortigerne/ fraeinede his cnihtes sone. 26^ 

what weoren J>at speche .*' pe f maide spilede. 

pa andswere | de Keredic . J a cniht switSe sellic. [f. 84 V 1 

he wes pe bezsle latimer ? pat aer com her 1 . 

lust me nu lauerd king . J 3 ich pe wulle cutten. 

whaet seitS Rouwenne.*' faeirest wimmonnen. 270 

Hit beo $ tittende . J Inne saexe londe. 

whaer swa aei dujette .*' gladietS of drenche , J 

pat freond saeitte to freonde . J Mid faeire loten hende. 

leofue freond waes hail .*' pe otter saeiS drinc hail. 

pe ilke pat halt pene nap .*’ he hine drinketS up. 275 

oder uul me pideR farette*' 3 bitecheft his iuerew. 

penne pat uul beot) icumen penne cusseoS heo preoien. 

pis beotS sele lajen i Inne saxe londe. 

3 Inne alemaine / heo beotS ihalden attele, 

pis iherde uortiger of alche;/ uuele he wes war. 280 

3 seide hit an bruttisc .*' ne cutte he nan aenglisc. 

maiden Rouwenne . J drinc blutteliche penne. 

pat maide drone up pat win . J 3 lette don otter per in. 

j bi taehten pan kinge .*' j prien hine custe. 

j purh pa ilke leode;/ .*' pa ia^en comen to pissen londe. 285 
waes hail 3 drinc haeil. moni mon per of is fain .*' 

Rouwenne pe hende , J sat bi pan kinge. 

pe king heo ^eorne biheold heo was him an heorte leof. 

ofte he heo custe ofte he heo clupto*— 

A 1 his mod j his main.*' halde to pan maeidene. 290 

pe wurse wes per | ful neh / pe in aelche gomene iS ful raeh. [f. 84 v'“ 
pe wurse ne dude naeuere god . J he maeingde pas kinge's' mod. 
he murnede ful switte . J to habben pat maeide?/ to wiue. 
pat wes swide ladlic ping.*' pat pe cristine king, 
luuede pat hattene maide . J leoden to haerme. 295 

■f maiden wes pan kinge leof.*' aefne alse his ajene lif. 
he bad hengest his dring .*' ^iuen him pat maide child. 

He«gest funde an his raed/ to don f pe king him bed. 
he $ef him Rouwenne wimmon switte hende. 

272. giadftcO MS. 273, see i6e\ 9 corr. out of d„ 276. bi thechcd MS. 2 80. alchel MS. 
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j?e king vortigerne / haxede his cnihte's'. 
wat were pe speche / pat pe maide speke. 
po answerede/ Kepereb/ cniht mid pe wisest, 
he was pe beste latimer/ pat euere wone[de| her. 

Lust nou mi louerd king / and ich pe wolle cuften. 
wat seip Rowenne / fairest of al wommanne. 

Hit his pe wone / Ine sax londe. 

pat freond saip to his freond/ wane he sal [drijnge. 
lcofue freond wassail / pe oper saip dringhail. 
pe ilke pat halt pane nap / pane dringe dringp vp. 

And aj[ein]es me hine fulp / and takep his ivere. 

pis beop pe | lawes / ine saxlonde. [f. 67 v 2 

pis ihorde vortiger / of cche vuele he was war. 

And saide hit on Bruttesse / ne coupe he noht on CEnglisse. 

Mayde Rowenne / dring blopeliche panne. 

pat maide drong vt pat win / and lette don oper par in. 

And bitahte pan kinge/ and he hit vp swipte. 

And porh pisne ilke game / pe lawe come to londe. 
wassayl and dring hayl/ pat mani mew lofuiep. 
pe faire Rowenne . J sat bi pan kinge. 
pe king hire ^eorne biheoldy ^eo was him leof on heorte. 

Ofte he hire custe f and ofte he hire clupte, 

pe worse was pare wel neh . J pat to soche game his wel sleh. 
pe worse pat neuere ne dop god f he meynde pare pes kinges mod 
pe king mornede swipe f for habbe hire to wifue. 
pat was swipe loplich ping/ pat pe cristene king, 
louede pat Maide heapene / folk to harme. 

To Hengest bad pe king / pat he pat maide :jefue him. 

Hengest funde on his Reade/ don pat pe king him beade. 

He jef him Rowenne/ womman swipe hende. 

268. tvone MS. 273. dringe ] ; 276 amines'] MS. detective here. 
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The Ormulum 

F orrprihht anan se iesu crist. Wass borenn off hiss moderr / 

Jho wand hi mm sone iwinndeclfit. 3 le^jde himm inn a'n' cribbe. 
Acc uss birr]? wttenn f he warr]?. All wi}?|? hiss ajhenn wille. 
Vnnorne. 3 wrecche 3 usell child/ Inn ure mennisscnesse : 

Forr f he wollde inn heffness serd / Vss alle makenn riche. 5 

iT 3 he ^ all )?iss middellserd. Onn alle wise shride]?]? / 

He wollde wundenn | ben forr uss. I wrecche wi/mde clutess. [f. 34 v 1 
Forr f he wollde shridenn uss / Wif?]? hefennlike waede* 

U 3 he p all )?iss werelld shop- 3 alle shaffte stere]?]? / 

He let hi mm ba)?e bindenn her. Wi)?]? bandess fet 3 hande / 10 

Forr f he wollde unnbindenn uss. Off hellepiness bandess. 

H 3 heffne. 3 lifft. 3 land. 3 sae. Wi])]? goddcunndnesse fille)?}? / 
patt illke child, tatt taer wass leg^d. Inn an full naru cribbe / 

Forr f he wollde jifenn uss. All heffness rume riche. 

H 3 he f fede})]? enngle ped. 3 alle cwike shaffte/ 15 

He la£j all alls hiss wille wass. Biforenn asse i cribbe. 

Swa summ he waere jifenn hi mm / To wurr]?enn hi mm to fode. 

Forr f he wollde brinngenn uss / Vpp inntill heffness blisse. 

3 jifenn uss hi mm sellfenn ]?aer / Wi]?}? enngless eche fode. 

U puss godess sune allmahhtij godd / ^AVarrp wrecche mann onn er)?e. 
Forr swa to bri««genn mann kinn onn / To jernenn affterr litell. 21 
Forr f he lufepp alle }?a / p hise lajhess haldenn. 

3 lufenn forr ]?e lufe off hi mm / To libbenn her onn erpe. 

Full wrecchelike inn uselldom / Off metess. 3 off clapess. 

II 3 tatt te laferrd iesu crist. AVass le^d inn asse cribbe. 25 

patt tacne}?}? uss. f he comm her. To wurr])enn mann onn er]?e. 
Wi)?}? mannkinn. f wass stunnt. 3 dill / *3 skill laes swa summ asse. 

U 3 asse. pohh itt litell be. Itt hafe)?]? mikell afell. 

To berenn upp well mikell saem / Jiff mann itt do)? pseronne. 

5. heffness^ erasure of 0 after he : so also in hefennlike, 1. 8 ; werelld, 1. 9, &c. ; 
see notes. 1 3. full naru over an erasure. 
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-j swa wass neh all folic f da££. patt crist comm her to manne. 30 
Neh all itt wass pa strang inoh. To pewwtenn lape gastess. 

To berenn upp f lape sgem / To don all pejjre wille. 

« j purrh f godd wass wurrpenn mann. Forr ure miccle node/ 
purrh f wass he. 'patt witt tu wel/ All wipp hiss lefe wille. 

Nippredd. 3 wannsedd wunnderrlig. 3 la^hedd inn hi mm | sellfenn. [f.34 v 2 
Forro f hailf f he wass mann / Mann mihhte hi mm fon. ■} pinenn. 36 
Wipp hat. 3 kald. wipp nesshe. 3 harrd* Wipp pine oFprisst. 3 hunngerr. 
3 cwellenn himm mann mihhte wel/ Inn ure mennisscnesse. 

3 godd wass wurrpenn swa forr uss / get lasse pann an enngell. 

Forr mann ne majj nohht enngell sen / Ne thkenn hi mm ne bindenn. 
Ne pinenn hi mm. ne cwellenn hi mm. Forr he ne dejepp nsefre. 41 
Acc drihhtin godd warrp her forr pe get lasse pann hiss enngell. 

-j lah^hre inoh. forr pi patt he / pe wollde jifenn bisne. 

patt te birrp a^j pe sellfenn her/ purrh sop inecnesse la: hen*- • 

3 laetenn swipe unornelij/ 3 litell off pe sellfenn. 45 

H T")att hirdess wokenn o fat nahht. patt crist wass borenn onne / 

J patt wass swa su mm hiss wille wass. Forr f itt shollde tacnenn. 

| dtt he forr pi wass wurrpenn mann / Forr f he wollde sammnenn. 
An flocc off menn till cristenndom / 3 till pe rihhte laefe. 

patt sholldenn wurrpenn hise shep / purrh here unnshapi^nesse. 50 
■j sholldenn habbenn oferr hemm / Bisscopess. prestess. daecness 
Forr f tejj sholldenn hirdess ben / To jemenn h <imm. 3 gaetenn. 

3 ec forr f he wollde ben. Himm sellf utnumenn hirde. 

Swa f he wollde hiss ajhenn lif/ Forr hise shep forrlaetenn. 

1 i patt godess enngell co mm o nihht. Swa su mm tSe goddspell kipepp. 
To spekenn wipp pa wake menn. patt wokenn heore faldess / 56 

3 tatt he comm f nihht till h emm. Wipp heoffness lihht. 3 leome. 

d tatt tejj wgerenn forr f lihht. 3 forr t 5 att enngless sihhpe. 
Forrdredde swipe fasste anan. Swa summ pe goddspell kipepp/ 

3 ec patt godess enngell toe. To frofrenn h emm wipp worde. 60 
All f wass don | purrh iesu cr/st. Forr mikell ping to tacnenn. [f*35r l 

34. patt witt tu wel substituted at bottom of column for patt se^p pe hoc in text. 
37 - kald over an erasure. 4 1. pinenti\ i over an erasure. ntefre] r changed 
ii to n by erasure. 42. godd warrp over an erasuie. 45. unorneli j with 

erasure over the first n. 
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U ltt tacnepp uss patt ure godd. Well offte senndepp enngless. 

Inn till piss middell aerd. tatt iss. All full off pessUrrnesse : 
patt iss off all f ifell iss / Inn alle kinne sinne ? 

Itt tacnepp f he senndepp hemm f Inn till piss peossterrnesse. 65 
To frofrenn pa f wakenn wel / Onnjaeness lape gastess. 

3 stanndenn inn to shildenn hemm / Fra deofless swikedomess. 

3 all f flocc j> hemm iss sett. J To jemenn. 3 to gaetenn. 

To frofrenn swillke senndepp godd. Enngless. 3 halljhe sawless. 

3 ajj pejj cumenn dun till pa . J Wipp heoffness lihht. 3 leome. 70 
patt iss wipp witt. 3 god innsihht . J Inn alle kinne pinge. 

Forr drihhtin jifepp her hiss peww / god witt. 3 mahht. 3 wille. 

To stanndenn joen pe lape gast. 3 jaen all f he lac repp. 

Acc ajj pejj sinndenn pohh swa pehh Well swipe sare offdredde. 
Off domess dajjes starrke dom / 3 off pe demess irre. 75 

All all swa su mm pa wake menn . J Well swipe offdredde waerenn. 

Off heoffness brihhte lihht 3 lem / 3 off f enngless sihhpe. 

Acc hihht. 3 hope o drihhtin godd. 3 onn hiss mildheorrtnesse / 
patt frofrepp hemm. 3 beldepp hemm . J To folljhenn godess lare. 

To fandenn jiff pejj mujhenn swa ( 5 e demess are winnenn. 80 
3 tatt wass uss bitacnedd wel purrh Satt tatt godess enngell. 

Toe sone anan wipp milde word / ( 5 a wake menn to frofrenn. 

Forr he wisste wel f tejj . J Off hi mm forr d red de waerenn. 

Forr godess enngell frofrepp mann Jiff f he sep hi mm faeredd. 

Forr godess enngell iss full mec. . J 3 soffte. 3 milde. 3 blipe. 85 

H 3 defell iss all full off nip / 3 full o^Tgfaw^cunndnesse. 

3 full off hete towarrd mann / 3 full off modijnesse 

3 jiff he sep pe mann for rd redd . J He wile hi mm skerrenn mare. 

3 raefenn himm hiss rihhte witt . J 3 shetenn inn hiss herrte. | 

Acc whas itt iss -f waepnedd iss. Wipp fulle trowwpe o criste [f. 35 r 2 
pohh f he grislij defell seo. -Niss he lihht nohht forrfaeredd. 91 

U patt enngell sejjde tSatt he wass / pa cumenn forr to kipenn. 

O godess hallfe paer till hemm. A'n' swipe mikell blisse. 
patt sholide ben till all pe folic, patt sejjde he forr f tanne . J 
Wass cumenn i piss middelkerd. Full mikell blisse. 3 selltSe. 95 
Till alle v pa' f sholldenn wel . J O godess sune lelenn. 

O iesu crfsL tatt borenn wass. f illke nahht to manne. 
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f He seggde f te Iaferrd crist. Wass borenn her to manne. 

Nohht o pe nahht. acc o pe da£g. Forr mikell ping to taenenn. * 
Forr daggess lihht bitacnepp ussy All eche lifess blisse ioc 

-j nahht bitacnepp all f vva / p iss i nn helle pine. 

3 cr/st wass borenn i J>iss lif.*' To lesenn uss off helle. 

Forr f he wollde gifenn uss . J Wipp enngless eche blisse. 

«| 3 tatt wass uss bitacnedd ec. purrh f tatt godess enngell. 

Wass awwwedd till t 5 a w&ke menn / Wipp heffness lihht 3 leme. 105 
Forr godess sune iesu crist.** Wass wurrpenn mann onn erpe. 

1 o gifenn heoffness lihht. 3 lem . J p folic, f shollde hi ,am follghenn. 

l! j)att godd allmahhtig wurrpenn wass. Jung c ^^d inn ure ki;;de. 
j wrecche child, off wrecche kinn .*' tSatt dop uss tunnderrstanndenn. 
patt uss birrp mikell lufenn crist. 3 lofenn hi mm 3 wurrpenn. 11c 
Off patt he wollde hi mm sellfenn swa . J Forr ure lufe larhenn. . 

3 off patt he warrp wrecche mann / Forr uss to makenn riche. 

Wipp enngless upp inn heoffness aerd Wipp utenn ende i blisse. 
Amid purrh f tatt taer awwnedd wass. An here off godess enngless. 
patt time f te Iaferrd crist. Wass borenn her to manne ? 115 

Purrh f wass uss don paer full wel. To sen. 3 tunnderrstanndenn. 
patt enngless stanndenn agg occ agg. To lofenn godd 3 wurrpenn. | 

1 ! 3 purrh f illke wass uss ec Don full wel tunnderrstanndenn. [f. 35 v 1 
J)att uss birrp lofenn drihhtin agg J Wipp innwarrd herrtess tunge. 

3 pannkenn hi mm f miccle god .** patt he dop uss onn erpe. 120 
*,} 3 purrh f illke wass uss ec. Don full wel tunnderrstanndenn. 
patt crist all ennglepede kiwg. Wass borenn her to manne. 

Alls iff he gaen pe lape gast. Wipp here wollde fihhtenn. 

To winnenn adam. 3 hiss kinn / Vt off pe defless walde. 

3 settenn enngless oferr h tmm ■ To gemenn h tmm 3 gaetenn. 125 
3 forr to shildenn hemm onn gaen i fte deofless lape wiless. 

U Annd godess enngless waerenn pa / Well swipe glade wurrpenn. 
Off Salt tatt godd wass wurrpenn mann. Forr f tegg wisstenn alle. 
patt tegjre genge shollde ben . J Wipp gode sawless ekedd. 

3 wurrpedd ec. 3 all forrpi .** pegs waerenn swipe blipe. 130 

3 all forr pi pegs sungenn pa. tSiss sang wipp mikell blisse. 

105. awwredd in MS. 124. walde] After /,/ erased. 
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Si drihhtin upp inn heffness aerd / Wurrpshipe. 3 loff. 3 wullderr. 

3 upp onn erpe gripp. 3 / purrh godess mildherrtnesse. 

Till iwhillc mann f habbenn shall / god herte 3 v a jj' god wille. 

H piss sungenn pejj. forr pi j> tejj. Full wel paer unnderrstodenn. 135 
patt tejjre genge shollde ben / purrh halljhe sawles. ekedd. 
purrh whatt biforenn drihhtin godd* Jiff -p itt waxenn mihhte. 
Wurrpshipe 3 wullderr shollde ben/ Swa su mm itt waxenn waere. 

3 ec forr patt tejj wisstenn wel. patt godd co mm her to manne. 

Forr f he wollde gripp 3 fripp. 3 sop sahhtnesse settenn. 140 

Bilwcnenn drihhtin heffness king / 3 mannkinn her onn erpe. 

patt mann kinn shollde mujhenn wel / Vpp cumenn inn till heffnc. 
patt heffness here mihhte swa / purrh halljhe sawless waxenn. 
purrh whatt bi forenn drihhtin godd/ Wurrpshipe waxenn shollde. 
Jiff f himm mihhte waxenn ohht/ 3 wurrpcnn bettre 3 mare. 145 
1i patt gripp w r ass sett till alle pa. Swa summ pe goddspell kipepp. 
patt shell | denn wurrpenn godemenn/ 3 habbenn 'ajj' god wille. [f. 35 V 2 
Till pa f sholldenn unnderrfon / Wipp blisse cristess come. 

3 nohht till pa f sholldenn hi mm / Forrhojhenn 3 forrwerrpenn. 

Forr niss nohht godess gripp wi}?p pa / p wipprenn godd onn jaeness. 
Acc hello wawenn iss till pa/ All affhrr pejjre wrihhte. 151 

U 3 her mann unnderrstanndenn majj/ Whillc mann iss drihhtin eweme. 
patt illkc mann iss drihhtin lef / p hafepp god^ wille. 

Forr wha se itt iss patt illke mann patt hafepp 'ajj' god wille. 
patt illke mann nc sinnjhepp nohht. Ne gilltepp hise pannkess. 155 
Ne towarrd godd* ne towarrd mann /^/"Jiff j> he majj hi mm lokenn. 
3 jiff ^ iss j> he missdop. Onn anij kinne wise / 

Itt rewepp hi mm. 3 sone anan/ He sta««t itt inn to betenn. 

H patt godess e;/;/gell co mm o nahht. Wipp heffness lihht onn erpe/ 
patt tacnepp f tiss middellaercl Wass full off pessterrnesse. 160 

purrh illkess kinness haepenndom. Inn iwhillc unnclaennesse / 
patt lime f te laferrd crist. Wass borenn her to manne. 

To jifenn heffness lihht. 3 1 cm/ p folic f shollde hi mm ewemenn. 

11 3 tatt tatt enngell nohht ne co mm. Till kingess ne till erless. 

1 34- a ?Z a <Hed in margin and god conectcd out of gode % so too in 11. 147, 154. 
159. enngdl comm 0 nahht over an erasure. 
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Ne till p laj^e riche flocc. patt folljt’nepp modijnesse f ib.s 

patt dop uss tunnderrstanndenn wel f fi drihhtin godd forrw^rrpepp. 

All modijlejjc. j greditfej^c : *] irre. 7 gluterrnesse. 

j all p folljhepp horedom. 3 swikedom onn erpe. 

patt mann majj findenn allre mast. I pa p sinndenn riche. 

patt godess enngell awwnedd wass. In aness weress he we / 170 

patt wass forr pi p enngell majj. Wipp hiss drihhtiness wilie. 

Ihmm awwnenn alls he woe re a mann. I manness limess alle. 

I oodij. p he dop hi mm inn / Off hefennlike kinde. 

II godd wipp enngless gife uss. a. To brukenn heffness blisse/ 

Amjen. 

XVI. SAWLES WARDE 

her biginetS.*' sawles warde. [f. 72 r 

S i sciret paterfamilias q ua hora fur uenU/us • f.ret.*' 
vigilaret utu\ue no n sineret p^rfodi domuw sua m . 
Ure laud’rd i pe godspel teache <5 us purh abisne. hu we alien wearliche 
to biwiten us seoluen wfS pe unwiht of helle. y wi$ his wernchcs . 5 
}ef pes laud'd wiste he sei$. hwenne hwuch time, pe peof walde 
1 ume to his hus . J he walde wakien. ne nalde he nawt polien pe peof 
forte breoken hire, £is hus pe ure lau<?rS spekeiS of.*' is seolf pe mon 
inwi$ pe monnes wit. I pis hus. is pe huse laud'd, ant te fulitohe wif . J 
mei beon wil ihaten. p ga pe hus eft^r hire. J ha diht hit al to wundre. 10 
buie wit ase lau^rd chasti hire pe betere. 3 bi neome hire muchel 
of p ha walde. ant tah walde al hire bird folhin hire ouer al . J gef wit 
ne forbude ham. for alle hit bco (5 untohene. 3 rechelese hinen bute 
5ef he ham rihte. Ant hwucche beo$ peos hinen t Su;//me beoS 
wi’Svtcn. 3 suwme witS innen. peo wiovten bcoft. pe monnes fif 15 
wittes. SihtSe. 3 heru//ge. smechunge. ~j smeallunge. j euch limes 
felunge. peos beoft hinen vndcr wit. as under huse laumi. 3 hwer se 
he is 3emeles / nis hare nan pe ne fearecS ofte untoheliche. j gultetS 
ilome. ocSer ifol semblant . J oder in vuel dede. In witS beotS his hinen. 
in se rnoni mislich pone to ewemen wel pe husewif/ a^ein godes 20 
wille. j swerieS somet reatSliche. p tfter hire hit schal [f. 72 vj gan. 

170. patt ] between p and a an eiasuie. 174. Added lengthwise on the margin 
xvi. 17. hwer\roNzx{. 
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bah we hit ne here nawt. J we mahen hare nurh'S. 3 haio 

untohe here, a )?et hit cume Tor’S, 3 ba wi?> eie. 3 wiS luue tuhte ham 
J?e betere. Ne bits neau^r his hus for f?eos hipen wel iwist. for hwen 
25 p he slepe. oSer ohwider from hame. p is hwen mon forjet his wit. 
3 let ham iwurSen. ah ne bihoueS hit nawt. p lis hus beo irobbet for 
}:>er is inne ]>e tre[sor] p godd ;ef him seolf fore, f is monnes sawle. 
forte breoke J?is husefter bis tresor. p godd bohte mid his deaS. 3 lette 
lif o rode / is moni ]?eof a buten ba bi dei 3 bi niht. vnseheliche 
30 gasttes wiS alle unwreaste )?eawes. 3 a^ein euch god beaw. ]>e biwiteS 
ij?is hus godes deore castel . vnder wittes wissunge p is huse lauml 
is eau^r hire un[>eaw forte sechen in}ong* abute pe wahes 10 
amurSrin hire J>rinne. p heaued brof is b e feont. pe meistreS ham allc 
ajeines him 3 his keis. pe husebonde p is wit. warneS his hus pus. 
35 vre lau^rd haueS ileanett him froure of his dehtren. p beoS to 
vnderstonden pe fowr heaued Jjeawes. pe earste is warschipe icleopet. 
ant te o]?er is ihaten gasleli'c'h strengSe. 3 te bridde is meaS. riht- 
wisnesse pe feorSe. Wit pe husbonde godes cunestable cleopeS 
wai[f. 73 r]schipe for?). 3 makid hire durewart. pe warliche loki hwarn 
40 ha leote in 3 ut. 3 of feor bihalde alle pe cuminde. hwuch beo wurSe 
injong*? to habben/ oSer beon bisteke;: brute. StrengSe stont nest 
hire. p $ef ei w r ule in . J warschipes vn bonkes. warni strengSe fore, p is 
hire suster / 3 hco hit ut warpe. pe bridde suster p is meats, hire he 
make?) meistre ou*r his willesfule hirtS p we ear of speken. p ha 
45 leare ham mete . p me meosure hat. be middel of twa uueles . for 
p is beaw in euch stude 3 tuht forte Kalden. 3 hatetS ham alle p nan 
of ham a^ein hire . J nohwer wid vnmeo’S . J ne ga ou*r mete, be feorSe 
suster rihtwisnesse. sit on hest as deme . 3 beatetS beo b e ajulte?). 
3 crunetS beo be wel do?>. 3 deme'S euchan his dom eft<?r his rihte. for 
50 dret of hire nime?) his hir '5 euch eft er p he is warde to witene . b e 
ehnen hare. b e mutS his. be earen hare, be hondon hare. 3 euch alswa 
of be obre wit p onont him ne schal nan un beaw cumen iN. 

A s is ido bus. 3 is al stille brinne / warschipe p aa is waker is 

l offearet lest sum for truste him. 3 feole o slepe. 3 forjeme his 
55 warde. 3 sent ham. in a sonde, p ha wel cnawetS. of feorren icumen. forte 
oflearen beo b e beo?) [f. 73 vj ouer hardi. 3 beo be 3emelese beo?):' 
37. After gastelichi e erased. 
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halden ham wakere. he is underuon in. 3 switSe bihalden of ha m alle. for 
lone he is. 3 leane . his leor deatSIich. 3 blac j elheowet. 3 euch her 
£>unc'h'etS p stont in his heaued up . J warschipe hat him tellen biaoren. 
hwet he beo 3 hweonene he cow me 3 hwet he ]?er seche. Ne mei 60 
ich he sei$. nohwer speoken. bute ich habbe god lust / JnstnitS me 
};enne. fearlac ich hatte. ant am deatSes sonde. 3 deatSes munegunge. 

-j am icumen biuore hire to warnin ow of hire cume. warschipe 
j> best con bisetten hire wordes. 3 ec hire werkes . J speketS for ham 
aile. 3 freinetS hweonene he cume. ~] hwuch bird ha leade. fearlac 65 
hire ontsweretS. Ich nat nawt pe time . J for ha ne seide hit me nawt. 
ah eau^r loki (5 hwenne. for hire wune is to cumcn hi stale ferliche 
j unmundlunge hwen me least wenetS. of hire hird f tu easkest. Ich 
J?e ondswerie. ha lihtetS hwer se ha eau^r kimetS witS a j^usent deoflen. 
j euch an beretS a gret boc al of sunnen iwriten witS swarte smeale 70 
hattres. j an unrude raketehe gledread of fure. forte binder. 3 to 
lirahen in to in warde helle. hwuch se he mei preoouin j?urh his boc 
f> is on euch sunne enbre[f. 74 r]uet . p he witS wil. otSer witS word. 
otSer wi8 were, wrahtte in al his lif sitSe. bute p he hauetS i bet earjxm 
witS sot> schrift. j witS deadbote. ant warschipe hire easketS. Hweonene 75 
lumest tu fearlac deatSes munegunge. Ich cume he seitS of helle. 

Of helle ha seitS warschipe. 3 hauest tu isehen helle ? seitS fearlac 
vuhrliche. ofte j dome. Nu seitS p enne warschipe. forf>i trowtSe treowe- 
liche tele us hwuch is helle. j hwet tu hauest isehen ]?rin. ant ich he seitS 
iearlac omi trowtSe blut 5 eliche. nawt tah ef ter p hit is. for p ne mei na 80 
tunge 'tellen'. ah eft^r p ich mei. 3 con . J J?er towart ich chulle readien. 

H elle is [wid] witS ule met. j deop witS ute grunde. ful of 
brune uneuenlich . for ne mei nan eortSlich fur euenin per 
towart. ful of stench un]x>lelich. for ne mahte in eortSe na ewie fing^ 
hit Jxdien. ful of sorhe untalelich. for ne mei na mutS for wrecchedom 85 
ne for wa / rikenin hit ne tellen. Se J>icke is Juinne pe fosternesse 
p me hire mei grapin. for p fur. ne jeuetS na liht. ah blent ham pe 
ehnen. pe per beotS wi ‘5 a smortSrinde smeke smeche forcutSest. 3 tah 
ip ilke swarte }>eosternesse swarte J?inges ha iseotS as deoflen p ham 
meallitS 3 deruetS aa -3 drecchetS witS alles cunnes pinen. 3 iteilede 90 
draken gwVliche ase deoflen pe forswolhetS ham ihal. 3 speowetS ham 
58. Before leane, feier erased. 73. enbreue MS. 
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[f. 74 v] eft ut biuoren 3 bihinden. ofter hwile torendeS ham 3 
to cheoweS ham euch greoi. ant heo eft iwurfteS hal. to a swuch bale 
bute bote as ha ear weren. ant ful wel ha iseotS ham to grisle 3 to 
95 grure. 3 to echen hare pine. J>e latSe belle wurmes. tadden 3 froggen. 
j^e freoteS ham ut te ehnen. 3 te nease grzstles. ant snikeS in. 3 ut 
neddren. 3 eauraskes . nawt ilich peose her . J ah hundret sitSe grzsluker 
et mutS. 3 et earen. ed ehne/z. 3 ed neauele. ant ed te breoste holke as 
meaSen iforrotet flesch eau^ete Richest. J>er is remu/zge i]?e brune. 
100 3 toSes hechelunge \pe snasvi weattres. ferliche ha flutteS from pc 
heated into pe chele. Ne neau^r nuten ha of J?eos twa. J hweSer 
ham funcheS wurse. for eiSer is un]?olelich. ant i]^is ferliche mong<? pe 
leatere ]?urh pe earre derueS pe mare, j> fur ham forbearneS al to 
colen calde. f pich ha m forwalleS aSet ha beon formealte. 3 eft 
105 acwikieS anan to drehen al f ilke . J ant muchedeale wurse a wiS uten 
ende* Ant tis ilke unhope is ham meast pine, f nan naueS neau/r 
mare hope of nan acouerunge. Ah aren sikere of euch uuel to 
Jmrh leasten iwa from world in to worlde aa on echrtesse. Euch 
ajuusme$ otter. 3 euch is ottrcs pine. Ant euchan heatett otter. 3 him 
no seoluen as [f. 75 r] pe blake deouel. 3 eau/r se ha i J?is world luueden 
ha;// mare ? se ha J)er hcatiett ham swittere. 3 eitter cursett otter. 3 fret 
of pe ottres earen . 3 te nease alswa. Ich habbe bigun ne to tellen 
of J>ing f ich ne mahte nawt bringe to eni ende. f/ah ich hefde a 
Jmsent tungen of stele 3 talde attet ha werew alle forwerede. Ah 
115 Jjenchett nu her )mrh hwuch pe measte Dine beo.*' for pe leaste pine is 
se heard j> hefde a mon i slein ba nip feader. 3 mi moder ant al pe 
ende of mi cun. 3 i do me seoluen al pe scheome 3 te hearm f cwic 
mon mahte J/olien. 3 ich isehe J>es mon i pe ilke leaste pine, f ich iseh 
in belle . J Ich walde ;ef hit mahte beon. J>olien a Jxisent deattes to 
120 arudden him ut ]?rof. swa is pe sihtte gnslich 3 reowttful to bihalden. 
for jxih neau er nere nan otter pine bute to i seon eau er pe unseli 
gastes. 3 hare grzsliche schape. biseon on hare gr/mfule. 3 grurefule 
nebbes. 3 heren hare rarunge. 3 hu ha witt hokeres edwitett 3 
up breidett euchan his sunnen. p\a schenttlac 3 te grure of ham were 
ia^unimete pine/ 3 hure )>olien 3 abeoren hare unirude duntes witt 
mealies istelet. 3 witt hare eawles gledreade hare dustlunges. as }?ah 
hit were a pilcheclut euchan towart otter imisliche pinen. O helle 
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deatSes hus. wununge of wanunge. of grure ant of granunge. heatel 
[f. 75 v] ham. j heard wan. of alle wontreaSes. buri of bJe. *] bold of 
ea u er euch bitternesse^. pn latest lont of alle. pu dorc stude ifullet 130 
of alle dreorinesses. Ich cwakie of grfsle 3 of grure. 3 euch ban 
schekeS me. 3 euch her me ruet 5 up of J>i munegunge. for nis per na 
steuene bi/uhhe pe fordemde bute wuwme. ‘J wa is me. j wa beo pe. 

■j wa beo pe. wa ha }eie$. j wa ha habbe (5 lie of al f eau er wa is i ne 
schal ham neamr wontin. pe swuch wununge of earned, for ei hwilinde 135 
biisse her o ]?isse worlde . J wel were him jef f he neau^r ibore nere. 
bi pis ;e mahen sumdel witen hwuch is helle. for i wis ich habbe J?rin 
isehen a J>usent si* 5 e wurse. from })eonne Lmefi deacS wit 5 a Jmsent 
deoflen hiderwart as ich seide. ant ich com pus learlac forte 

svarnin ow fore / 3 tellen ow j^eos tidingcs. 140 

N v lauml godd quo<$ warschipe wardi us j werie. j rihte us j 
reade hwet us beo to donne. ant we beon pe w* r e 1 *akere 
to witen us on euch half under godes wengen. 3ef we wel werie’S -j 
witeS ure hus j godes deore tresor f he haueS bitaht us:* cume 
dea (S hwen he wule. Ne J>urue we nowfter beon 'of'dred for hire, ne 145 
for helle. for ure dea$ bift deore godd j i n png in to heouene. of J?eos 
fikclinde world . J ne of hire false blisse : ne neome we neau^r ^eme. 
for al f is on eor?>e. nis bute as a schadewe/ for al wurfteft [f. 76 r] 
to noht bute f deore tresor godes deorewurcSe feh f is us bitaht to 
witene. Ich habbe J?eruore sar care for ich iseo seicS warschipe hu pe 150 
umvhiht wi$ his ferd ase liun iburst. jeatS abuten ure hus sechinde 
3eornliche hu he hit forswolhe. j tis ich mei seit 5 warschipe warnin ow 
of his laS j for his wrenches, ah ich ne mei nawt a;eines his strength. 

D o nu q uot$ strength. warschipe suster f te limpet to pe *j 

warne us of his wiheles. for of al his strength ne drede 155 
we nawiht. for nis his streng( 5 e noht wurS bute hwerse he ifindeft 
e&eliche. j wake unwarnede of treowe bileaue. pe apostle sei$. 
Etstont. J>en feont. q he fli <5 anan riht. schulde we J?enne fleon 
him? p nis godd ure scheld. *j alle beo (5 ure wepnen of his deore 
grace, ant godd is on ure half, -j stont bi us ifehte. 3ef he schute 160 
towart me wi$ weole -j wunne of pc world, wift este of flesches lustes. 
of J?ulliche nesche wepnen ich mahte caiien summes weis. ah ne mei 
133. buuhhe MS. j 45. of over a MS. 139. jenis MS. 

142. donne\ the second n corr. out of /. 
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me na ping heardes offearen. ne nowcsm ne na wone falsi min heorte 
ne wursi mi bileaue towart him f ^euetS me alle mine strengtSen. 

165 T7°r ba me ah. qucfo meat?, ant for heart of nowcin. 3 for wone of 
X wunne dreden. 3 carien. for moni for to muchel heard of wa f 
he dVeheft. forget ure lauird. ant ma pah for nesche ant for flesches 
licunge for [f. 76 v] ^emetJ ham ofte. bituhhen heard j nesche. 
bituhhe wa of ]pis world ant to muche wunne. bituhhe muchel 3 lutel 
170 is in euch worldlich ping pe middel wei }uldene. ^ef we hire haldeft 
penne gawe sikerliche ne perf us nowfter for deatS ne for deouel 
dreden. hwet se beo of heardes ne drede ich nawiht nesches for ne 
mei na wunne. ne na flesches licunge ne licomlich este bringe me 
out r pe midel of mesure. of mete. 

175 T~^) ihtwissnesse spekeS nu. Mi susUr ha sei <5 warschipe pe haueft 
X Vwit. 3 schad bituhhe god. •] uuel. wat hwet is in euch ping* 1 
to oheosen 3 to schunien . J readeS us *j leareS forte 3eme lutel 
alle failinde ping. 3 witen warliche peo pe schulen a lesten. 3 seifi 
as ha soft se itS f purh unweotenesse ne mei ha nawt sunegin. ’j 
1 So tah nis nawt siker of pe unwihtes strengde as peo pe halt hire wac 
pah ha beo muche wur$. y ure alre ehnen deme$ hire unmihti 
onont hire seoluen to etstonden wit> his. tz/rnes j detS ase pe 
wise. Mi suskr strength is switSe bald, j seift f nawiht heardes 
ne mei hire offearen. ah pah ha ne trust nawt on hire ahne wepnen J 
185 ah deS o goftes grace j f ich demi riht j wisdom to donne. Mi 
pridde sust<?r. Inca'S spekeS of pe middel sti. bituhhe riht j luft f 
lut cunnen halden. [f. 77 r] j seiS Nesche ha is bald. 3 heard mei 
hire offearen. 3 for pi ne 3elpe$ ha of na sikernesse ant deS as pe 
wise. Mi meoster is to do riht forte demen ant ich deme me seolf f 
190 ich purh me ne do hit nawt i for al f god is of godd f we her 
habbeS. Nu is riht penne f we demen us seolf eau^r unmihtie 
to werien j to witen us ot>er’ ei god to halden wi$ ute godes helpe. 
))e rihtwisc godd wule p we demen us seolf etSeliche j lahe. Ne beo 
we neau<?r swucche . J for penne demeS he us muche wurtS q gode ant 
195 halt for his dehtren. for pah mi forme sustfr war beo of euch uuel. J 
ant min o$er strong beo to ^eines euch nowcin . J ant mi pridde 
meaSful in alles cunnes estes 3 ich do riht 3 deme. bute we witS al 
166. carien MS. 170. we] wei MS. 
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l^is mildc beon 3 meoke halden us wake, godd mei mid rihte 
1'ordemen us of al J>is Jjurh ure prude, ant for J>i is riht dom J-et we al 
ure god Jjonkin him an$. Wjit J>e husebonde godes cunestable here‘8 200 
alle hare sahen 3 f>onke ’5 god 3eorne wiS swnSe glead heorte of se 
liche lane as beo'S ]?eos sustren his fowr dehtren j> he haueS ileanet 
him on helpe forte wite wel 3 werien his caslel. 3 godes deoiewurtSe 
feh. j> is biloke Jjrinnc. 

P e willesfule liusewif halt hire al r.tille. ant al f hird f ha wes 20 f 
1 wunet to dreaien eftcr hire / turnetJ [f. 77 v] ham treowliliche 
10 wit hare laucrd. 3 to Jjeos fowr sustien. Vmben ane stunde 
spekecS eft warschipe. 3 sei (5 ich iseo a sonde cumen swide gledd 
icheret. feier 3 freolich 3 leofliche aturnet. let him in seift wit ;ef 
godd wule he bringctS us gleade tidinges. ant f us were muche 210 
j'.-’od. for fearlac deaftes sonde hauetS wiiS his y offearct us swi( 5 e mid 
alle. warschipe let him in. 3 h$ gret wit pen larnrd. j a 1 J> hird 
seoSen. witS lahhinde chere. ant ha 3eldetS him his gretunge. 3 beo$ 
alle ilihtet 3 igleadet ham J>u/zche$ of his onsihSe. for al f hus 
schinetS. 3 schimmecS of his leome. he easkeft ham ;ef ham biluuetS to 215 
heren him ane hwile. 3c quoft ha lihtwisnesse. wel us biluueS hit. 3 
wel is riht jj we J>e liSeliche lustnin. 

H ercnicS nu J?enne he sci$. 3 3eornliche understondeS. [ I ]ch 
am rnurSes sonde. 3 munegunge of eche lif. ant liues luue 
i baton 3 cume riht from heouene f ich habbe isehen nu ant ofte ear 220 
|)e blisse f na monnes tunge ne mei of tellen. )?e iblescede godd iseh 
ow offruhte. 3 sumdel drupnin of f fearlac talde of dea$. 3 of belle, 
ant sende me to gleadien ow. nawt for]?i f hit ne beo al soft f 
he seide. 3 f schulen alle uuele fondin. 3 ifinden. Ah 30 wi$ pe 
fulst of godd ne J>urue na ping dreden for he sit on [f. 78 r] hch f is 225 
ow on helpe. 3 is al wealdent f haue$ ow to witene. 

A seift warschipe welcume hues luue. ant for pe luue of godd 
seolf ;ef £u eauer sehe him tele us sumhwet of him. 3 of his 
eche blisse. 30 iseo v 5 liues luue . J Murhdes sonde. Ich habbe 
isehen him ofte nawt tah alswa as he is . J for a3ein J?e brihtnesse 3 te 230 
liht of his leor. ]?e sunne gleam is dose 3 J>unche$ a schadewe ant 
forjri ne mahte ich nawt a3ein pe leome of his wlite lokin ne 
229. After habbe , him ofte deleted MS. 



124 


XVI. SAWLES WARDE 


bihalden bute furh a schene schawere bituhhe me 3 him p schilde 
mine ehnen. Swa ich habbe ofte isehen pc hali fruwnesse . leader 
235 3 sune. 3 hali gast. freo an untodealet. ah lutlp hwile ich mahte J^olie 
fe leome. ah suffzmes weis ich mahte bihalden ure laumi ihf.ru crz'st 
godes sune p bohte us o rode. Hu he sit blisful on his feader riht 
half p is al wealdent rixlet) i p eche lit bute linnunge. se unimete 
feier p te engles ne beotS neaufr ful on him lo bihalden. ant 3et ich 
240 iseh etscene pc studen of his wunden. 3 hu he schawetS ham his 
feader to cutSen hu he luuede us 3 hu lie wes buhsum to him fe 
seride him swa to alesen us 3 bisechetS him a for mozzcuz/nes heale. 

E ftfr him ich iseh on heh oufr alle heouenliche fe eadi meiden his 
moder marie i nez/zpnet sitten in [f. 78 v] a trone se swifte briht 
245 wid gimmes islirret. 3 hire wlite se weoIefuE p euch eorSlich liht / is 
feoster fe[r]o ^eines. fear ich iseh as ha bit hire deore wurfte sune se 
3eornhche. 3 se inwardliche for feo p hire seruiS. 3 he hire ^ettetS 
blideliche al p ha bi sechcS. £et liht fa ich ne mahte lengre p olien . J 
Ich biseh to pc engles 3 to pc arch angles ant to pc o< 5 re fe beo <5 
250 buuen ham. iblescede gastes fe beoiS a biuore godd 3 seruicS him 
eau er. 3 singed a unwergefr. Nilie wordes fer beoft. ah hu ha beoiS 
iordret 3 sunderliche isette. pc an buuc pc oftre. 3 euchanes meoster 
were long to tellen. Se muche murlffte ich hefde on hare on sihfte 
p ne mahte v ich' longe hwile elles hwider lokin. E her ham ich iseh 
255 towart te pu/riarches. 3 tc prophf/es fe makied swuch murlfSe p ha 
aren nufte i f ilke lont of blisse p In Jiefden of feor igret ear on 
eorfte 3 SCO’S nu al p iso’Set. p ha hSfden longe ear iewiddet of ure 
laumi as he hefde ischawed ha m igastelich sihfte. Ich iseh pe 
apostles poure. 3 lah on eoi$e. ifullet 3 bigoten al of unimete blisse 
260 sitten i trones. ant al under hare uet p heh is i fe worlde. jarowe forte 
demen i fe dei of dome kinges 3 keiseres. 3 alle cunreadnes of alle 
cunnes ledenes. [f. 79 r] Ich biheolt te Martyrs. 3 hare unimete 
murhfte J>e foleden her pinen. 3 dea’S for ure laumi. 3 lihtliche 
talden to alles cunnes neoweins. 3 eortSliche tintreohen a^eines fe 
265 blisse p godd in hare heorte schawede ham to cumene. Eftfr ham 
ich biheolt fe cunfessurs bird pc liueden igod lif. 3 haliche deiden. 

234. mine above tneine MS. : after habbe , of see deleted MS. 245. After se, 

w!e deleted. 255. ha\ ha ha MS. 266. cunfessws\ ttrs above grfs MS. 
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pc schineS as doS steorren \pc eche biissen. 3 seotS godd in Lis wlite 
f hauetS alle teares iwipet of hare ehnen. Ich iseh f schene 3 
brihte fer'r'eden of pe eadi meidnes ilikest to vart englcs. ant 
feolohlukest witS ham Slissin 3 gleadien. pc libbinde ifle&che ou^rgatS 27c 
fleschcs lahe ant ouercumetS cunde pc leaded heouenlich ]if in cortSe 
as ha wunietS hare murhtSe. 3 hare blisse. pc feierl'e'ac of hare wlite 
be swetnesse of hare song/ ne mei na tunge tellen. Alle ha singed 
jx‘ £er beotS. Ah hare song ne mahe nane buten heo singen. Se 
svvote sme'a'l ham folhetS hwiderse na wended, f me mahte libben 275 
aa bi J>e swotnesse. hwam se heo bisechetS fore / is sikerliche iborhen. 
for a;ein hare bisocnen / godd him seolf arisetS alle j>e otSre 
halhen sittende iheretS. 

S wicSe wcl q uoS warschipe liketS us f tu seist. Ah nu pu hauest se 
wel iseitS of euch a setnesse / of J>e seli sunder lepes sumhwet sei 280 
us nu hwuch blisse is to alle iliche meane/ 3 hues luue lure ondsweretS. 

[f. 79 v] Te imeane blisse is seouenfald. lengtSe of lif. wit. 3 luue. 

3 of pc luue a gleadunge. witS ute met murie. loft song. -3 lihtschipe. 
ant sikernesse. is }?e seouetSe. J>ah ich p\s seitS warschipe sumdel 
understonde / pu most unwreo J>is witerluker 3 openin to J?eos otSre. 285 
ant hit schal beon seitS hues luue warschipe as J?u wilncst. 

H a liuietS a in awlite. f is brihtre seoueuald. -3 schenre pen 
J>c sunne. ant eau<rr in a strengtSe to don buten euch 
swine al f ha wulletS. 3 eaurr mare in a steal in al f eauer god is 
witS ute wonunge. witS uten euch jhng j> mahe hearmin otSer eilin. 290 
in al f eauer is. softe ocSer swote. 3 hare lif is godes sihtSe. -3 godes 
cnawlechunge as ure lau^rd seide. f is qr/otS he eche lif to seon 
3 cnawen sod godd. 3 him f he sende ih<?.ru erfst ure lauml to 
ure alesnesse 3 beotS for)n ilich him ij?e ilke wlite f he is. for ha 
seo$ him as he is. nebbe to nebbe. Ha beotS se wise f ha witen 295 
alle godes reades. his runes 3 his domes pc derne beotS. 3 deopre 
j?en eni sea dingle, ha seotS igodd alle J>ing. 3 witen of al f is 3 wes 
3 eau^r schal iwurden. hwet hit beo. hwi. 3 hwerto 3 hwerof hit 
bigunne. Ha luuietS god witS ute met. for f ha understondetS hu 
he hauetS bi ham idon j^urh his muchele godlec 3 hwet ha ahen his 300 
deorewurde milce to jelden. ant euch an luuetS otSer ase muchel 
291. After 1 godes, an erasure MS. 
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as him seoluen. Se gleade ha beotS of godd f p al is hare blisse. se 
muchel [f. 80 r] p ne mei hit munne na mu' 5 . ne spealie [na speche] 
for p\ p euchan luueft o< 5 er as him seoluen. Euchan hauecS of odres 
305 god ase muche murhSe as of his ahne . bi pis ;e mahen seon *] witen. 
p euchan hauecS sunderlepes ase feole gleadschipes . J as ha beod 
monie alle. j euch of pc ilke gleadschipes is to eau^r euchan ase 
muche gleadunge S as his ahne sunderliche. 3d omr al hwen 
euchan luue$ godd mare J>en him seoluen. q J>en alle pc odre mare 
310 he gleadecS of godd wiftuten ei etlunge J>cn of his ahne gleadunge. 
■] of alle pQ oftres. NeomeS nu J>enne 3eme ^ef neau<?r anes hcorte 
ne mei in hire [undjeruon hire ahne gleadunge sunderliche. [iseide. sc 
unimjete muchel is )?e anlepi blisse. p ha nimeS i[n] hi[re] pus 
monie. j Jms muchcle. for J>i seide ure laud'd to }>eo J>e him hefden 
3i5ic\vemet. Intra in gaudiuw. et c\ Ga quotS he into J>i 
lau<?rdes blisse . pu most al gan J>rin. ant al beon bigotten J>rin for in 
pc ne mei hit nanesweis neomcn in. her of ha herictS godd 3 singed 
a unwerget eau<?r iliche lusti in J>is loft songes. as hit iwriten is. 
Beati q ui habitant, et c Eadi beoS J?eo lauird. pc ij?in bus 
32o\vunie<5. ha schulen hcrien pc from [worlde into worlde]. Ha beoc$ 
alle ase li[hte 3 ase swifte as pc sunne] gleam pc sc[heot from est into 
west, ase J?in ehejf. 80 v]lid tunecS ant opened for hwer se eamr 
Joe gast wule pc bodi is anan riht wib* ute lettunge. for ne mei ham 
na J?ing a^eines etstonden. for euchan is almihti to don al p he 
325 wule. 3e makie to cwakien hcouene ba 3 eoi$e witS his an finger. 
Sikere ha beo$ of al Jois. of Joulli lif ,of Joulli wit. of Joulli luue 3 
gleadunge }>rof. 3 of Joulli blisse. p llC ne me neauer mare lutlin ne 
wursin. ne neome nan ende. p\s lutle ich habbe iseid of p ich iseh in 
heouene ah nower neh nereh ich al. ne p 3d p ich [iseh. ne] ne con 
330 ich half tellen, WiUr[liche quoft] warschipe. wel we understondeft 
p tu haucst ibeo J>ear 3 soft hauest iseid trof. ciler pi sihfte. ant wel is 
him p is war. 3 bisitS him hu ‘he mahe beast halden his hus p godes 
tresor is in a3eines godes unwine pc weorreft J>er towart a wi$ 
unfeawes, for )>et. schal bringen hi m J?ider as he schal. al Jois p tu 
335 hauest ispeken of an hundret sitSe mare of blisse buten euch bale 

303. This leaf of the MS. defective. 312, 313. MS. defective here. 

320-3. MS. defective here and at 11 . 337-9. 329. seh ] neh MS. 
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folhin 3 ifinden. Q uolS strengfte hwen hit swa is . J bwet mei tvveamen 
us from godd 3 hald[en us }?eonne. ich] am siker ine godd. [-p ne schal 
hfne dea$y ne wa] ne wunne nowfier [to dealen us ant his luue, ah al 
]iisl us haue(S igarc [f. 10 r] ket. jef we as treowe tresures witeft wel his 
tresor p is bitaht us to halden. as we schulen fill wel undeR his wengen. 340 

V arpet5 ut quoS warschipey farlac ure fa. nis navvt riht f an 
hus halde }>eos tweien. for J?eR as murSes sonde is y j soft 
luue of eche lif. farlac is fleme. nu ut quoft strentSe farlac ne schaltu 
na leng^re leuen in uRe ende. nu q uoF 'he' ich seide for god al f ich 
seide. 3 J>ah hit muri nere nes na lessere mi tale J)c n wes murhftes 345 
sondes no unbihefre to ow. }>ah hit ne beo so licwuifte no ieweme. 
Eifter of ow hauetS his stunde to speokene. ne nis i«ckeR noftres tale 
to schunien in his lime. p>u warnest of wa. he telleft of wunne. muche 
neod is f me ow ba jeornliche hereni. Flute nu faRlac J>ah. hwil 
lines luue is heRinne. 3 J?ole wi <5 efne heorte p>e dom of rihtwisnesse. 350 
for jm schal[t]. ful blitSeliche beon under fon in as cue etc liues 
luue stutteft forto spekene. 

N v is wil p husewif al stille. p eR wes so willesful. Al ituht efter 
wittes wissunge p is husebonde. 3 Al p hird halt him stille 
■ft wes iwunet to beon fulitohen j don efteR wil haRe lefdi. Ant 355 
iawt efteR wit y lustneft nu his lare. 3 fondeft eueR euchan efteR p 
him limpeft to. \urh Jieos twa sonden. p ha i heRd habbeft. 3 p fowr 
sustren lerden J?ruppe for cuch unf>eawes in^ong his warde te witene, 
ant te waRden treowliche. [f. 10 v] 

P vs ah mon te Jienchen ofte Ant ilome. Ant wi<S jmlliche Jmhtes 360 
awecchen his heorte. p>e islep of 3emeles for 3d hire sawle heale. 
efter peos twa sonden. Prom helle sihtSe biseon y to pe blisse of heouene. 

To habben farlac of p any luue toward p oSeR. ant leaden him ant 
hinen. p beoft his limen alle. nawt efteR wil pe untohe lefdi 3 his lust 
learetS. ah efteR p wit wule p is husebonde. tuhten 3 teachen p wit ga 365 
eueR biuore ant teache wil efter him. to al p he dihteft 3 demeft to 
donne. ant wift pe fowR sustren y per fore pe fowr heued peawes. 
WaRschipe. Strencfte in godd. Ant MeS. Ant Itihtwisnesse. witen 
godes treosor p is his ahne sawle. ipe hus of pe bodi y from pe pcof 

339. MS. Bod. ends with igarc ; the rest is from MS. Ro)al 17 A 27. 
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370 of helle. pulli ]x)ht makeft mon te fleon alle unpeawes ant ontent his 
heorte toward pe blisse of heouene. jj ure lauerd }eue us Ipurh his hali 
milce p wi$ pe fedeR. ant e sune a«t e hali ^ast rixletS in preo had 
a buten ende. AMEN. 

Par seinte charite biddetS a pateR noshr for iohan p peos boc 

H wa se pis writ haueS ired. 

Ant crist him haue (5 swa isped. 

Ich biddc par seinte charite. 
f»et $e bidden ofte for me. 

Aa p<z/<?R n^R. ant aue maRie. 
f»et ich mote p lif heR drehen. 

Ant ure lauerd wel i cwemen. 

I Mi 3uhe$e j in min elde. 
l>Et ich mote ihesu crist mi sawle ^elden. 

AMEN. 


XVII. SAINT KATHERINE 

C onstantin, ant Maxence weren on ane time as in 
keiseres stude hehe^Li rome. ah Constantin ferde 
put h pe burhmewne read in to fronc l&nde. ant wunede summe hwiles 
per for pe burhes neode. ant Maxence storede pe refschipe in rome. 
5 weox umbehwiles wretSfte him bitweonen. ant comen to pe fehte. 
pes maxence wes ouercumen. ant fleh into alixaundre. Constantin 
walde efter. ant warpen him peonne. ah so wide him weox weorre 
on euch halue. ant nomeliche in an lond y/zrie hatte. p ter he 
etstutte. pa Maxence iherde pis. J p he wes of him siker. ant of his 
*o cume karles. war?) king of pat lond p lei into rome. as duden meast 
alle pe o$ere of pe world . bigon anan as wedwulf to weorrin 
hali chirche. ant dreien cristene men pe lut p ter weren alle to 

8. After an, t erased : yrie MS. 
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heftenedom heftene as he wes. Summe hurh muchele }eoue ant 
misliche meden. Summe purh farlac of his fu'e J?reates Oleast wi S 
stronge tintreo ant lic,9mliche pinen. 3 ?e fif j ]?rittu?)e }er of his 15 
rixlunge he set okineseotle i pe moderburh [f. it v] cf alixaundres 
riche, he sende heste. 3 bode so wide so p lend wes. p poure ba 3 
riche comen biuoren him to j?e temple ipe tun of his hetkrne godes. 
euchan wi$ his lac . J forto wurgin ham wi$, comen alle to his bode. 

3 euchan bi v hi's euene biuoren Maxence seolf to wurgen his 20 
niawmez. pe riche rofteren 3 schep 3 bule hwa so mahte brohte to lake, 
be poure ewike briddes in J>is ilke burh wes wunhnde a meide/j 
swifte 3ung of 3eres twa wone of twenti. feicV 3 freolich 0 wlite 3 
o wastu m. ah $et p wes mare wur 5 stefteluest witSinnen of treowe 
bileaue. anes kinges cost hehte anlepi dohter icuret clergesse. katerine 25 
inempnet. J>is meiden wes boften federles j moderles of hire 
child hade, ah pah ha ;ung were S ha heold hire aldrene hird wlsliche 
j warliche i)?e eritage. 3 if»e herd p com of hire burde. nawt for pi 
hire ]?uhte god to habben monie under hire j beon icleopet lefdi 
p feole telletS wel to. ah ba ha wes offearet of scheome 3 of sunne. 30 
p J?eo weren to dreuet otSer mis ferden p hire for$ federes hefden 
ifostred. For hire seolf ne kepte heo nawt of pe world, pus lo for 
hare sake ane dale [f. 12 r] heo et heold [of hire eldrene god] j 
spende al p o$er in neodful in nakede. 

P eos milde meoke meiden f>es lufsum lefdi mid lasteles latcs ne 33 
luuede heo nane lihte plohen ne nane luue ronnes. nalde heo 
nane songes. ne nane luue runes leornin ne lustnin ah eauer ha 
hefde on hali writ ehnen oSer horte. oftest ba to gederes. hire feder 
hefde iset hire earliche to leaf j to lare. j heo underueng hit purh 
[>en hali gast so wel p nan nes hire eueningc. Modie meistres 3 40 
feole fondeden hire ofte. oswifte feole halue forto under neomen hire, 
ah nes £er nan p mahte neuer enes wrenchen hire mid al his crefti 
crokes ut of pe weie. ah swa sone heo ^eld ham swucche 3ein cleppes. 

3 wende hare wiheles uppon ha m seoluen p al ha icneowen ham 
crauant j ouercumen. cwetSen hire pe meistrie 3 te menske al up. 45 

P us hwil ha wiste hire j }>ohte aa to witen hire meiden i mei$had. as 
ha set in a bur of hire burde boldes heo iherde a swuch murhfte 
24. wastun MS. 28.// MS. 33. of . . . god fromC. 35. After lates,f erased. 
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towart pe awariede mawmetes temple lowing** of f ahte. luding* of |?e 
men. gleowunge [f. 1 2 v] of euch gleo to herien 3 hersumin hare hetSene 
50 godes. as ha J>is iherde 3 nuste }et hwet hit wes. ha sende swi$e for 
to witen hwet wunder hit were, sone so hire sonde com a$ein 3 seide 
hire j> sotSe S heo swa itend of wre$t$e wes f wod ha wurtSen walde. 
het up of hire hird hwuch as heo walde ant wende hire pideward. 
ifont per swifte feole ^einde 3 3urinde. 3 peotinde unpuldeliche wi$ 
55 rewfule remes f cristene weren. 3 leafful in godes lay. ah for dred 
of deaft duden pes deouel[e]s lac as pe heSene duden. hwa 
wes wurse pen hire heorte iwundet inwiS for pe wrecches -f heo 
iseh wratSe werkes wurchen a^eines godes wille. pohte pah as heo 
wes puldi 3 ]x)lemod so $ung pin g as heo wes. hwet hit mahte 
60 ^einen pah heo hire ane were a^ein so kene keisere 3 his kineriche. 
stod stille ane hwile 3 hef hire heorte up to pe hehe healent pe 
iheret'is in heouene. bisohte him help, 3 hap. 3 wisdom, as wisliche 
as al pe world is iwald purh his wissunge. prefter wepnede hire 
mid sotSe bileaue. 3 wrat on hire breoste ant biuoren hire teetS 3 
65 tunge of hire rnutS pe hali [f. 1 3 r] rode taken. 3 com lepinde 
fort 5 al itend of lei of pen hali gast. as pe keiser stod bimong pe 
su//ful slaht of f islein ahte deoulen to lake f euch wariet weouet 
of pe mix mawmez ron of f balefule blod al bi blodeget. 3 bigon 
to 3eien ludere stefne. 

70 retinge keiser walde pe bi cumen for pin hehnesse 3ef pu pis 
VJT iUe 3 eld f tu dest to deouelen f for detS pe batSe ilicom 
3 i sawle/ 3 alle f hit driuetS. 5 ^> u hit $ulde 3 $eue to his 
wurtSmunt pe scheop pe ant al pe world. 3 al wait p urh his 
wisdom. 3 al f ischapen is. ich walde keiser igreten pe. $ef pu 
75 understode f he him ane is to herien p urh hwam 3 under hwam 
alle kinges rixletS. ne ne mei na ping witS stonden his i wil. pah he 
muche polie. pes heouenliche .lauerd luuetS treowe bileaue. 3 nowtSer 
blod ne ban of unforgult ahte. ah f me halde 3 heie his halewunde 
heastes. Ne nis na ping hwar Ipurh monnes muchele medschipe 
So wretStSetS him witS mare pen pe schaft of mon t j> he scheop. 3 $ef 
schad ba of god 3 of uuel p urh wit 3 p urh wisdom schal wurtSen 
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forS. ut of his vvitte purh pe awariede gast p he pe wur[f. 13 v] 
Smunt to unwitlese J>ing p te feont wunetS in. p he ahte to godd 3 
lieretS 3 hersume'S seh^liche schafles 3 blodles 3 hanles. 3 ’eomen 
buten Hue. as he schulde his 3 heoren. 3 alre )>inge schuppent p is 8c 
godd unsehelich. 

P e feont pe fmt al uuel bimong alle his crokinde creftes. witS 
neauer an ne kecchetS he creftluker cang men ne leaded to 
unbileaue. ]>en p he maketS men. p ahten to witen wel. p ha beotS 
hi^tene. i borene 3 broht fortS purh J>e hcoueneliche feder.*' to makien 90 
swucche mawmez of treo. otSer of stan. otSer purh nare medschipe. 
of gold otSer of seoluer / 3 jeouen ham misliche nome. of sunne ofter 
of mone. of wind of wude. of wettres. 3 hersumitS. 3 wurgitS as J>ah 
ha godes weren. ne nauetS he J>urh otSer J>ing i J>is bileaue ibroht 
ow bute p ow }>unchctS p ha schulden lcasten aa. forjri p 3e ne schulen 95 
ham neurr biginnen. ah per nis buten an godd purh hwam Viter- 
behe alle weren i wrahte. 3 of nawt i ]?is woorld isct us iorto frourin. 
ant to fremien. 3 alswa as euch ]?ing hefde biginnunge of his godlec.*' 
al swa schulden alle habben endunge $ef ha p [f. 14 r] walden. engles 
3 sawlen jmrh p ha bigunnen ahten 3 mahtcn endin Jmrh cunde. 100 
all he J?urh his milce. 3 godlec of his grace maketS ham p ha beotS in 
eche buten ende. 3 ter uore nis na )?ing euening. ne eche witS godd 
p $e gremietS. for he is hare alre schuppent. 3 scheop as in suw time. 

] na time nes neauer p he ne bigon te beon in. 
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XVIII. THE ORISON OF OUR LADY 


On god ureisun of ure lefdi. 


[f. I 20 V 


C ristes milde moder seynte marie. 

Mines Hues leome mi leoue lefdi. 
to ]>e ich buwc 3 mine kneon ich beie. 
and al min heorte blod to be ich offrie. 

)m ert mire soule liht. 3 mine heorte blisse. 

Mi lif 3 mi tohope min heale mid iwisse. 

Jch ouh wurbie be mid alle mine mihte 
and singge )>e lofsong bi aaie 3 bi nihte. 
vor jm me hauest iholpen aueole kunne wise, 
and ibrouht of belle in to paradise. 

Jch hit )?onkie be mi leoue lefdi. 

and )>onkie wulle J>e hwule bet ich liuie. 

alle cristene men owen don be wurVchipc. 

and singen be lofsong mid swube muchele gledschipe. 

vor bu ham hauest aiesed of deollene honde. 

and i send mid blisse to englene londe. j 

wel owe we J>e luuien mi swete lefdi. 

wel owen we uor )?ine luue ure heorte beien. 

}>u ert briht 3 blisful ouer alle wuw/men. 
and god bu ert 3 gode leof ouer a}b' wepmen. 
alle meidene were wurbeb j?e one. 
vor ])U ert hore blostme biuoren godes trone. 
nis no wuwmon iboren )>et be beo iliche. 
ne non J>er nis J>in eming wib iwne heoueriche. 
heih is )n kinestol onuppe cherubine. 
biuoren bine leoue sune widiwnen seraphine. 

Murie dreameS engies biuoren J>in onsene. 
pleieb 3 sw'e'ieb 3 singeb. bitweonen. 

Swube w r el ham likeb biuoren J?e to beonne. 
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vor heo neu er ne beo$ sead pi ueir to iseonne, 

J?ine blisse ne mei no wiht nnderstonden. 
vor al is godes riche an under ]?ine honden. 
alle )>ine urcondes }>u makest riche kinges. 
pu ham *iuest kinescrud beies 3 gold ringes. 

]iu jiuest eche reste ful of swete blisse. 

per $e neure deatS lie com . J ne herm ne sorinesse. 

}ier bloweb' i;/ne blisse blostmen. hwite 3 reade. 
her ham neuer ne mei. snou. ne uerst iureden, 
her ne mei non ualuwen. uor ]ier is eche sumer. 
ne non liuiinde j>ing woe J?er nis ne ^eorner 
j’er heo schulen resten pe her ( 5 c do$ wurschipe. 
yS heo jemeS hore lif cleane urom ailc queadschipe. 
per ne schulen heo nemr karien ne sw'i'nken. 
ne weopen ne murnen ne helle stenches stinken. 

| er me schal ham steoren mid guldene chellc. | 

and schenchen ham eche lif mid englene wille. ff. 

ne mei non heorte ]>enchen ne no wiht arechen. 

ne no mu$ imelen ne no tunge teamen 

hu muchel god $u 3eirkest wiftinne paradise. 

ham pet swinketS dei 3 niht i< 5 ine seruise 

al jiin bird is i schrud mid hwite ciclatune. 

and alle heo beo$ ikruned mid guldene krune. 

heo beo$ so read so rose so hwit so pe lilie. 

and eu<r more heo beot 5 gled 3 singetS Jniruhut murie. 

Mid brihte ^imstones hore krune is al biset. 

and al heo doc 5 J?et ham liket 5 . so J>et no j^ing haw ne let. 

hi leoue sune is hore king 3 £>u ert hore kwene. 

ne beo$ heo neu<r i dreaued mid winde ne mid reine. 

Mid ham is eu<rr more dei wiftute nihte. 

Song wiftute seoruwe 3 sib wiftute uihte. 

Mid ham is muruhSe moniuold wi( 5 ute teone 3 treie. 
Gleobeames 3 gome inouh Hues wil -3 eche pleie. 

[^ereuore leoue lefdi long hit ^uncheS us wrecchen 
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vort pu of J>isse erme liue to te suluen us fecche. 

we ne muwen neuer habben fulle gledschipe. 65 

er we to pe suluen kumen to )?ine heie wurschipe. 

Swete Godes moder softe meiden j wel icoren. 
pin iliche neu^r nes ne neu^rmore ne wurS iboren. 

Moder pu ert 3 meiden cleane of alle laste. 

)?uruhtut hei 3 holi in englene reste. 70 

al englene were j alle holie J>ing 

Si gget 3 singeft f»et tu ert Hues welsprung 

and heo siggeS alle )>et te ne wonteS neuer ore. 

ne no mon, pet te wur$e$ ne mei neu^r beon uorloren. | 

£>u ert mire soule [leoue! wi 5 ute leasunge. [f. 122 r 

efter June leoue sune.-* leouest alre J>inge. 76 

al is pe heouene ful of J^ine blisse. 
and 90 is al ]?es middeleard of J?ine mildheortnesse. 

So muchel is pi milce j J>in e^/modnesse. 

pet no mon pet te 3eorne bit of helpe ne mei missen. So 

ilch mon, pet to pe bisihtS pu yuest milce 3 ore. 
p2Luh he te habbe s\vu$e agult 3 idreaued sore. 

J>ereuore ich te bidde holi heouene kwene. 
pet tu 3if pi wille is iher* mine bene. 

ich te bidde lefdi uor }>ere gretunge. S5 

j^et Gabriel tSe brouhte urom ure heouen kinge. 

and ek ich tie biseche uor ihmi cristes blode 

]>et for ure note was i sched oftere node. 

vor te muchele scoruwe 'Set was ooine mode. 

)>o pu et tie deafte him bi uore stode 9° 

pet tu me makie cleane witSuten 3 eke wiSiwnen. 

So pet me ne schende none kunnes sunne. 

}>ene lo'Se deouel alle kunnes dweoluhSe. 
aulem urom me ueor awei mid hore fule fultSe. 

Mi leoue lif urom )?ine luue ne schal me no ]?ing todealen 95 
vor ote is al ilong mi lif j eke min heale. 
vor )?ine luue i swinke 3 sike wel ilome 


73. dene MS. 


79. co mod ness c MS. 


84. iher MS. 



BENEDICTA TU IN MULIERIBUS 


i35 


yor pine luue ich ham ibrouiit in to peoudome, 
vor pine luue ich uorsoc a! J>et me leof was. 
and ^ef be al mi suluen. looue lif ipench pu pes. 
t>et ich be wrebede sifme sibe hit me reoweb sore, 
vor cristes fif wunden bu 3if me milce 3 ore. 

}if pu milce nauest of me pet ich wot wel ^eornc | 

pet ine helle pine swelten ich schal 3 beornen. i. 

ful wel pu me iseie pauh pu stille were. 

hwar ich was 3 hwat i dude pauh pu me uorbere. 

;if pu heuedest wreche inumen of mine lubernesse, 
iwis ich heuede al uorloren paradises blisse. 
pu hauest ^et forboren me uor pine godnesse. 
and nu ich hopie habben fulle uoqiuenesse. 
ne wene ich neure uallen in to helle pine. 
li\von ich am to tSe ikumen 3 am bin owune hine 
pin ich am 3 wule beon nu 3 euer more, 
vor obe is al mi lif ilong j o godes ore. 

Mi leoue swete lefdi to pe me longeb swube. 
bute ich habbe pine help ne beo ich neu er blibe. 

: ch pe bidde pet tu kume to mine uorb sibe. 

and nomeliche peonne pine luue kubV. 

auouh mine sovle hwon ich of pisse liue uare 

and i schild me urom seoruwe j from eche deabes kare. 

31* f pu wult bet ich ibeo gode 3eme nim to me. 
vor wel ne wurb me ncuer bute hit beo puruh be. 

Mid swupe lubere lasten mi soule is puruh bunden. 
ne mei no ping so wel so pu healen mine wunden. 
to pe one is al mi trust efter pine leoue sune 
vor is holie nome of mine liue ^if me lu//e. 
ne pole pu pene unwine pet he me urine 
ne pet he me draHv'e in to helle pine, 
nim nu 3eme to me so me best a beo be beo. 
vor pin is pe wurchipe ^if ich wrecche wel ipeo. 
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J>Ha ne uorsakest nenne mon uor his luSernesse. 
jif he v is' to bote ^eruh 3 bit J?e uor^iuenesse. | 

}>u miht lihtliche ^if pu wult al mi sor aleggen. 
and muchele bet biseon to me pen ich kunAe siggen. 
£u miht forjelden lihtliche mine gretunge. 
al mi swine 3 mi sor 3 mine kneouwunge. 

Jnc me nis noting feier on to biseonne. 

Ne no jung f beo wurSe biuoren J^e to beonne. 
]"eieuore ich pe bidde f ]m me wassc'h'e 3 schrude 
Jmruh J>ine muchele milce $ spert so swuSe wide 
Nis hit Se no wurSscipe f J?e deouel me to dr awe. 

}if pn wult hit iSauien iwis he wule Surchut fawe. 
vor he nolde neu^re j> pu hefedest wurSschipe. 

Ne no rrion f pe wurSeS f he heddc gledschipe. 

}m hiuwost fill 5eorne f })e deouel hateS me. 
and norneliche f>ereuore j> ich wurSie J?e. 

J^ereuore ich pe bidde f me wite 3 werie. 
pei pe deouel me ne drecche ne dweolSe me ne derie. 
So )>u dest 3 so pu schalt uor tSire mild heortnesse. 
pu schalt me aueir dol of heoueriche blisse. 

}if ich habbe muchel ibroken, muchel ich wulle beten. 
and do mine schrifte 3 j^e ueire greten. 
pe Invule f ich habbe mi lif 3 mine heale. 
vrom Sire seruise ne schal me no |)ing deale. 
biuoren f>ine uote ich wulle liggen -pgreden. 
vort ich habbe uorjiuenesse of mine" misdeden. 

Mi lif is |>in mi luue is )->in mine heorte blod is f>in. 
and jif ich der sc'g'gen mi leoue lealdi pu ert min. 
alle wurSschipe haue Jw on hcoucne and ec on eorSe. 
and alle gledschipe haue j?u al so Su ert wurSe. j 
Nu ich )>e bi seche ine cristes cherite. 

]’ei pu Jiine blescinge 3 JMne luue ^iue me. 
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jeme mine licame ine clenenesse 

Godalmihti unne me vor his mild heortnesse. 

f ich mote \>e iseo in ?Sire heie blisse. 165 

and alle mine ureondmtn j?e bet beo nu to dai. 

f ich habbe i sungen J>e tSesne englissce lai. 

and nu ich j?e bisedhe vor {Sire holinesse. 

pet J)u bringe pent Munuch to f>ire glednesse. 

pet funde ftesne song bi ?Se mi Iooue leafdi. 170 

Cristcs milde moder seinte marie, amen. 

Between 11 . 163, 4, a line omitted : it was supplied at the top of the folio, but 
cut away by the binder. Zupitza read the traces of the last two words as ine 

cadmodnessr. 
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XIX. SAINT JULIANA 


(Royal MS.) 

[f. 56 r] Her cumse® pe uie of seinte iuliane. ant telle® of 
liflade hire. 

J N ure lauerdes luue pe is feader of frumschaft. ant on his 
deorewur®e sunes nome. ant 0 pes haligastes. f glide® of ham 
5 ba®en. alle lewede men. f understonden ne mahen latines ledene. 
lifiin. 3 lustnin ane meidenes liflade. f is oflatin itumd into englisch. 
f te lifhali lefdi. in heouene luuie us pe mare, ant of pis lihinde 
lif: leade us wi® hire ern [f. 56 v] dunge. pe is icoren of crist into 
pe eche of heouene. 

10 peos meiden. ant tis martir. wes iuliane inewpnet. in nichomedes 
burh. 3 of he®ene cun icume;/. ant hire fleschliche feder wes affrican 
ihaten. of J?e he®ene mest j?eo f cristene weren / derfliche droh ham 
to dea®e. ah heo as };>eo f te heouenlich feder luuede. leafde al hire 
aldrene lahen. 3 bigon to luuien ]>ene liuiende lauerd J>e lufsum godd. 
1 5 p wisse® ant welde® al p is on w JrUle . J 3 al p iwraht is. J)a wes 
bi))on time as redegunge telle®. Maximian j?e modi keiser ine Rome 
heinde ant hcriendc he®ene mawmez. wi® unme® muchel bird 3 
unduhti duhe®e. 3 for demde alle peo. J J>e on drihtin bilefden. J?es 
Maximian luuede an heh mon of cunne ant eke riche of rente 
20 elewsius wes ihaten. ant weren as feolahes pur/i muche freontschipe. 
j)is meidenes feder 3 he. weren swi®e wel to gederes. as he sumchere 
isch hire utnumc fcir. ant freoliche. he feldc hi m iwundet. p wi®uten 
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XIX. SAINT JULIANA 
* (Bodleian MS.) 

[f. 36 v] I pe feaderee 3 i pe sunes 3 i pe hali gastea Name. 
Her Biginne® pe liflade. ant te passiun of seinte Juliene. 

I n ure laumies luue pe fcader is of frumscheffc. ant ipe deore 
wurSmunt of his deorewur®e sune. 3 ?J>e heiungc of pe hali gast. 
pc of ham ba glide®, an godd unagin euch godes ful. Alle leawede 5 
men. pe understonden ne muhen latines ledene. lide® 3 luste® pe 
liflade of a meidew. [ f . 37 r] f is of latin iturnd . J to englische leode. 
wi S pon J?at teos hali leafdi. in hecuene luuie us pe mare, 3 purh 
bis lihnide lif / leade us to f eche. purh hire eadi erndunge. f crist is 
j>\viSe icweme. 10 

P eos meiden 3 teos martyr f ich of munne . J wes Juliene inempnet. 

i Nichomedese burh. A 1 of hea®ene cun icumen -3 akennet. 

3 hire fleshliche feader affrican hehte. pe heande 3 heascede mest 
men pe weren cristene. 3 droh ha m purh derue pinen to dea®e. Ah 
)«oo as peo f te hehe heouenliche laud'd hefde his luue ile«et. leafde 15 
hire ealdrene lahen 3 bigon to luuien pen aa liuiende go® pe lufsume 
iauml. p schupte alle scheVftes 3 wealde® 3 wisse® efter pet his wil 
is. al ischeapen iS. 

W es ipon time as pe redunge telle®, pe modi Maximien keiser 

irome. heriende. 3 heiende hea®ene maumez. wi® unimea® 20 
nmchel hird. 3 wi® heh duhe®e. 3 fordemde alle peo pe o drihtin 
bilefden. pes mihti maximien luuede an eleusium biuoren monie of 
his men. Akennet of heh cun. 3 swi®e riche of rente. 3 ;ung^ mon 
of jeres. pes 5unge mon eleusi/^. f pus wes wel wi® pe king*?, hefde 
iunne feolahschipe to affrican. 3 wes iwunet ofte to cumen wi® him 25 
ff. 37 v] to his in. 3 iseon his dohter. 

A s he hefde en chere bihalden swi®e jeorne hire utnumne feire. 

L 3 freoliche jubeSe.* 1 felde him iwundet inwi® in his heorte 
wi® pe flan pe of luue fleo®. swa f him puhte pet ne mahte he nanes 
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fechnunge of hire libben he ne mahte. Affrican wiste wel p he wes 
freo boren. 3 p him walde bicumen a freo boren burde. ant 3ettede 
25 him his dohter. 3 wes sone [f. 57 r] ihondsald al hire unwilles. ah 
heo truste on him pat ne trukeneS namon / p trusted treowliche on 
him. ant euch deis dei eode to ch'i'rche to leornen godes lare. 
3eornliche to witen hu ha mahte best witen hire unweommet. . . 

ah as ha 

30 wende hire summes weis to witene . J sende him to seggen, p nalde 
ha lihten swa lahe ne nehlechen him for nan liuiende mon. er pen he 
were under Maxim ian hehest in rome p is hehreue. Sone so he 
iherde pis. he bi 3d et te keiser p he ^ettede him reue to beonne 
as p he hjirnd hefde. ant lie as me pa luuede. lette leaden him into cure . 
35 3 te riche riden in. 3 tuhen him 30m te tun / from strete to. strete. 
ant al pe rur wes bitild. p he wes in. wi <5 purpre wiS pal. 3 wit) 
ciclatuw. 3 deorewurtSe claves, as J>e p heh ping hefde to heden. ant 
pa he hefde J>is idon / he sende hire to seggen. p he hefde hire wil 
iwraht. 3 heo schulde his wurchen. 

40 T uliane pe edie iesu cristes leouemon of his blisfule luue bakle 
^ hire seoluen. sende him to onswere [f. 57 v] bi an of hire sonden. 
Elewsius wile )>u hit wel ireadi. wrat^Lso pu wrafttSi. no lengre nulieii 
hit lieolen pe. $ef pu wult leauen pe lahen p tu list in. ant leuen 
in godd feder. 3 in his deorewurfte sune. 3 ipe hali gast. ichulle wel 
45 neomcn pe. 3ef pu null no / pu art wundi of me. 3 otier luue sech pe, 
pa pe reue iherde pis / he wreSSede him swi$e. 3 hire feder cleopede. 
ant feng on to tellen him. hu his dohter droll him from deie to deie. 
ant efter p he wende to habben his iwil so ha him pis word sulliche 
sende. Bi p ilke godd qwtS hire feder f me is latS to gremien beo 
50 hit so$ p tu seist to wratier heale seide ha hit. ant nu ichulle o great 

34, 36. lure tur MS. 37. ciclatur MS. 
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weis wiSute pe lechnunge of hire luue libben Ant efter lutle 3° 
stounde wiSute long** steuene. wes him seoff sonde to affrican 
hire leader, 3 bisohte him ^eorne p he hire $eue him. 3 he hire walde 
menskin witS al p he mahte. As pe pi ng i he world p he meast 
luuede. Affrican wiste p he wes swifte freo iboren. ant walde wel 
bicumen him a freo iboren burde. 3 ;etede him his bone. Ha wes 35 
him sone i hondsald pah hit hire unwil were. Ah ha truste upon him 
f ne truked na mon. ha trewliche him truste on. 3 eode to chirche 
touche dabetSes dei. to leornin godes lare. biddinde jeorne witS 
reowfulc reames. p he wissede hire 0 hwuche wise h? mahte witen 

hire meitShatS. 40 

Ah heo forte werien hire wi$ him summe 'h'wile : [f. 38 rj sende 
him to seggen. p nalde ha nawt lihten se lahe to luuien. Ne nalde 
ha neolechin him for na liuiende mon. ear pen he were under 
Maximien. hehest i Rome, p is heh reue. He ase timliche as he 
hefde iherd J>is. bi3et ed te Reiser pet he 3ette him al p he walde. 45 
3 Iette as me luuede pa leaden him i cure up o fovvr hwcoles. 3 teon 
him ^eonte tun pron from strete to strete. Al pe cure oue/tild p he 
wes itohen on.*' witS purpres 3 pelles. witS ciclaluns 3 cendals 3 
deorewurtSe claftes. AS pe p se heh ping hefde to heden. ant se rich-"- 
lefschipe to rihten 3 to readen. pa he hefde pus idon. sende hire pus 50 
to seggen hire wil he hefde iwraht. Nu his ha schulde wurchen. 
Juliene pe eadie ihmi crfstes leofmon of his blisfule luue balde hire 
seoluew, 3 sende him al openliche bi sonde to seggen. pis word ha 
send te for nawt pu hauest iswechte. wreafce se pu wreafte. Do p tu 
do wult nule ich ne ne mei ich lengre heolen hit te jef pu wult 55 
leauen. pe lahen pel tu liuest in ant leuen i godd feader. 3 in his 
deorwurfte sune. 3 i pe hali gast folkene froure. an godd [f. 38 v] 
p is igret wit$ euches cunnes gode / Ich chule wel neome pe. 3 jef 
p tu nuh no pu art windi of me. 3 ofter luue sech pe. pa pe hehe 
reue iherde pis ondswere bigon to wre$en swifte. 3 cleopede hire 6 j 
teder for$. 3 feng on to tellen. hwuch word ha sende him. Efter p he 
wende forte habben idon al p he wilnede. Affrican hire feader 
wundrede him switSe. 3 bigon to swerien. bi pe ilke godes p me is la$ 
to gremien. beo hit so$ f tu seiist ? to wrafter heale. ha seh$ hit. ant 
36. After were, alt rased. 53. o/] to al MS. 
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grome al biteachen hire pe. to wurchen pi wil. j al p te wel likeS as 
mit tin ahne. j me cleopede hire for® biuoren hire feder. -j he 
feng feire to fondin his dohter Mi deoreWurSe dohter hwerfore 
uorsakestu pi sy. ant ti selhfte. pe weolen ant te wuwnen p walden 
55 awakenin ant waxen of pi wedlac. p ich pe to reade. for he is inoh 
lauerd elewsius ine rome. 3 tu maht beon leafdi dohter 3ef pu wel 
wult. Iuliane pe eadie onswerede him -j seide as peo J>at [f. 58 r] ine 
godd hire hope hefde. jef he wule leuen an god al mihti. penne mei 
he speoken prof j inoh rafte speden. ant jef p he nule nawt. ne 
60 schal wiuen on me. wiue per his wil is. pa hire feder iherde pis t 
pa feng he to swerien. Bi mi kinewurfte lauerd apollo. ant bi mi 
deore leafdi diane. p ich muche luuie. jef pu haldest her on. ichulle 
leoten deor toteore/f ant toluken pe. -j ^eouen pi flesch/ fuheles 
of pe lufte. Iuliane him onswerede 3 softeliche seide. ne wen pu 
65 nawiht leoue feder. p tu affeare me swa. for kru crist godes sune 
p ich on leue 3 luuie as lauerd lufsumest on liue. pah ich beo forbernd. 
■j toloken limel. nulich heronont buhen pe nawiht pa feng eft hire 
[feder] on wi “5 olhnuwge to fondin ^ef he mahte eisweis wenden hire 
heorte. 3 seide hire lufsumliche. p ne schulde ha nane wunne lihtliche 
70 wilnin . J p he ne schulde welden. wi<S p ha walde hire pone wenden 
Nai quotS p meiden schuldich don nupto him p is alle deoulen bitaht. 
3 to eche det 5 idemet. to furwurtSen wi$ him world abuten ende. for 
his wedlakes weole ofter for eni wunne. for sotS ich hit segge un wur$ 
is hit me. ichulle p he hit wite wel. ant tu [f. 58 v] eke mid him p ich 
75 am iweddet to an p ichulle treowliche to halden ant wiS uten les 
luuien. pe is unlich him. 3 alle worldlich men. ne nullic-h him nowtSer 
leauen. ne lihen for weole ne for wunne. for wa. ne for wunne pet je 
mahen don me. pa feng hire feder te wre$$en swi$e ferlich 3 swifte 
hokerliche freinede. Me hwet is he pes were p tu aft to iweddet. p tu 
80 hauest wi$ uten me pine luue ilene[t] for hwam pu letest lutel of 
80. ilenet] MS. defective here. 
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ich wulle o great grome al biteachen hire )>e. 3 tu do hire, al f tu 65 
wult. He Jjonkede him. 3 heo wes icleopet for$. 3 aflfrican hire 
leader feng on earst feire on / to lokin $ef he mahte wi® eani luue 
s{>eden. Juliene quo# he mi deorewurfte dohter. sei me hwi 
forsakest p\ sy 3 ti selh$e? }>e weole/z q tc wunnen. }>e walden 

awakenen. 3 waxen of pe wed lac f ich reade pe to : hit nis nan 70 

e?Selich f>ing. j^e refschipe of rome. ant tu maht $ef pu wult. beon 
burhene leafdi. 3 of alle ))e londes ))e j-'erto ligg^S. Juliene pe 
eadie ontswerede him 3 seide. jef he wule luuien. j leuen g'o'dd. al 
mihti / J>enne mei he [speoken] J>rof. j speden inoh rea^e. for jef he 
f nule no/ ich segge pe f soft is. ne schal he wiuen on me. Sei nu 75 

lnvet ti wil is. affrican wreaftede 3 [f. 39 r] swor swifte deopliche. for 

pc drihtfule godd apollo mi lau^rd. 3 mi deore leafdi pe deorewurfte 
diane f ich muche luuie. jef J?u haldest heron/ ich schal leote 

wilde deor toluken 3 toteore f>e 3 jeoue pi fiesch fode to fuheles 

of }>e lufte. Juliene him ondswerede. 3 softeliche seide. Ne lef pu 80 
nawt leoue feader f tu offeare ine swa / ich swerie ajein. pe ih^u 

cnst godes sune. f ich on leue. 3 luuie as leoflukest. 3 Iufsnmest 

lauml. J^ah ich cwic beo forbearnd bacSe lim 3 lift ileitinde leie. Nulle 
ich pe her onont Create se pu Create buhe ne beien. 

T A 1 ^ can f en g on * 1 t0 f° nc hn ongon $ef he mahte eanis weis 85 
LllJ wi?$ olhnunge wenden hire heorte. 3 leoftede luueliche. 3 seide 
hire sikerliche. p ne schulde ha lihtiiche wilni na wunne / f ha ne 
schulde wealden. wi$ pere an f ha walde hire wil wenden. Nai q uot> 
ha f nis nawt. schulde ich do me to him. f alle deoflen is bitaht. 3 to 
eche deaS fordemet. to forwurfte witS him worlt buten ende ij?e putte 90 
of helle ? for his wedlackes weole o$er for ei wunne. To so$e ich hit 
segge pe. VnwurtS hit is me. Ich chulle f he wite hit ful wel. 

3 tu eke mid al / iVh am to an iweddet f ich chulle treowliche 
wiftute leas luuien. f is unlich him 3 alle worltliche men. ne nulle ich 
neauer mare him lihen ne lea[£ 39 v]uen. for weole ne for wunne. for 95 
wa ne for wontreaSe f $e me mahen wurchen. 

H ire feader feng on to wrea$$in swi$e ferliche 3 easkede hire 
hokerliche.* Ant hwet is he J>es were f tu art to iweddet. f tu 
hauest wiCute me se fort? pi luue ile«et. f tu letest lutel. of al f 

70. treadc MS. , 99. ileuet MS. 
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f tu schuldest luuiew. ne ich neuer f ich wile nes wi® him icnawen. 
For gode quo^ £et meiden ]>in harm is J>e mare nawt for)?i ]?et 
tu nauest ofte iherd of him ;are. f is iesu g*>des sune. J>e forto lesen 
moncun forloren schulden beon . J lette his deoVwur®e lif on rode. 
85 ne ich ne seh him neuer f me sare for £>unche®. ah ichim luuie ant 
leue as on lauerde. ne schal me firsin him from . J now®er deouel nc 
mon. For mi lif quo® hire feder J>e schal latSin his luue for )>u schalt 
beon ibeaten. mid besmes swa bittre f tu wummon were, schal to 
wra®er heale iwur®en. Swa muche quo® ha ich iwur®e him ]>e 
90 leouere , J So ich derure )>ing for his luue drehe. f ti wil is , J wurch nu. 
q he het hatterliche strupen hire steortnaket. q beten hire swa lu®ere 
f hire leofliche lich. J Ii®eri al oblode. q swa ha duden so luftere 
te blod $et adun of )>e ijerden. q heo bigon to :jeien. Beaten so 5c 1 
beaten je beliales bu[f. 59 rjdeles. ne mahe now®er mi luue ne 
95 min bileaue lutlen toward him mi lufsum leof mi leowinde lauerd ne 
nullich leauen ower read f for reade® ow seoluen. ne ower mix 
mawmex j> beo® f>es feondes fetles heien ne henen. for teone ne for 
tintreow f ]e mahen timbrin. Na quo® he is hit swa hit schal sutelin 
sone. for ichulle biteachen mislich }>i bodi to elewsium J>e riche reue 
iooirome ant he schal forswelten ant for reden }?e efter es wille wi® 
allescunnes pinen. je quo® ]?is meiden mei crist welden. for ne 
mahe $e nawt don me bute hwet he wule peauien ow to muchelin mi 
mcde q te mur®e f li® to meiShades menske for euer so $e mare 
merri® me her . J so mi crune bi® brihtre q fehere. for ichulle blitSeliche 
105 drehen euereuch derf for mi deore lauerdes luue. ant softe me 
bi® euch derf hwen ich him serui )?ah }>ume to elewsium willes 
biteache i ne jeue ich for inc now®er. f ^e me mahen harmeri. for so 
je mare me her harme®. so mare $e me helpe® seoueuald to heouene. 


89. wjadef MS. 


98. Sihal j salch MS. 
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tu schuldest luuien. Ne ich nes neauer f ich wite jet. wi$ him ioo 
icnawen. for gode q udft pe meiden f>in hearm is \>e mare. Nawt 
for )>i f tu nauest iherd of him jare. J) is ihcju godes t>une. f 
forte alesen moncun p schulde beon forloren al . J lette !if o rode. Ich 
ne seh him neauer q p me ofpunchetS. Ah ich him luuie q wulle 
don. q leue on as o lauerd. Ne schal me firsen him from. Nowfter 105 
deouel ne mon. for mi lif quo# hire feader pe schal laSin his luue, for 
pu schalt habbe prof hearm q scheome ba$e q nu pu schalt on 
alre earst. as on ernesse swa beon ibe.iten wiS bittere besmen. p tu 
were wummon of wuwmone bosum to wrafterheale eau cr iboren ipe 
worlde. Swa muche quo $ p meiden ich beo him pe leouere. se ich no 
derfre ping for his luue drehc. [wurch] pu p ti wil is. Je q uo<S he 
blifteliche. ant swifte heatterliche. strupen hire steort naket. q leggeft 
se luSer[f. 40 r]liche on hire leofliche lich / $ hit litSeri o blode. Me 
nom hire q dude swa p hit jdat adun of pe jerden. ant heo bigon to 
^eien. Beaten se je beaten je beliales budeles. ne mahe je iiOwSer 115 
mi luue ne mi bileaue lutlin towart te liuiende godd mi leofsume 
leofmon. pe luuewurfte lauerd. ne nulle ich leuen ower read pe 
forreadetS ow seolf. ne pe mix maumez pe beotS pes feondes fetles 
heien ne herien. for teone ne for tintreohe p je me mahe timbrin. 

Na nult tu q uot$ affrican. hit schal sone sutelin. for ich chulle sende 120 
pe nu q biteache pi bodi to eleusiuw pe riche p reue is ouer rome. ant 
he schal pe forreaden. q makie to forswelten. as his ahne wil is purh 
al pet eauer sar iS. 

B e quoft pis meiden p mei godd welden. ne mahe je nawt do me 
bute pet he wule peauien q polien ow to donne to much mi mede 125 
q te murh$e p li$ to meifthades menske. for eauer se je nu her 
mearretS me mare se mi crune schal beon brihttre ba q fehere. 
for )?i ich chulle blitSeliche q witS blitSe heorte drehen eauer euch 
derf. for mi leofmones luue pe lufsume lauerd q softe me bits euch sar 
in his seruise. pu wult pu seist ajeoue me to eleusium pe luftere. 130 
a jef [f. 40 v] me for nawiht ne jeoue ich for inc nowfter. pet je 
mahen ane pine me here. Ah hit ne hearmet? me nawt ah helped 
q heueS up q make® mine murhSes monifalde in heouene. ant jef je 

hi. After drehc an erasure of three letters MS. 112. Uggcll corr. out of 

Uggcn MS. 1 13. /] i MS. 125. tnutU MS. 
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3 3ef $e me do t$ to deaSe hit bi (5 me deorewur'Se ant ich schal )>er 
no]>urk blitSe bicumen into endelese blissen ant $e schulen wrecches 
awei ower vvurSes -f $e iboren weren sinken t<5 wraSer heale ow to J?e 
bale bitter deope into hello. Hire feder affrican \urh Jus bittre 
teone bitahte hire to elewsium J?e luSere [f. 59 v] reue. ant he lette 
bringcn hire biuoren him to his heh seotel as he set in dome as reuc 
115 of ]?e burhe . . . 

[f. 61 r] ]?a elcwsius iseh jus § ha jms feng on to festncn hire 
seoluen Jjohte f he walde anan don hire ut of dahene 3 bed swift 1 
bringen hire brune of wallinde breas ant healden on hire heauel 
f hit urne endelong hire leofliche bodi dun to }>e helcn ant swa me 
1 ^0 dude sone. ah hire hende healent wiste hire unweommet. elewsiu:' 
war® wod ut of his witte. ant nuste hwet seggen 3 het swifte don hire 
ut of his ehsihSe. 3 dreihcn hire into dare hus 3 pr/sunes pine, ant he 
duden sone. Ileo as ha jmnne wes in )?eosternesse hire ane feng te 
cleopien to crist ant bidden J>eos bone. 
j 25 y auerd godd al mihti. mi murhSe ant mi mede mi sy ant mi 
selhtSc )>u isist hu icham bista^e^fant bi stonden festne mi bileaue 
stcor me ant streng me. for al mi strenc'Se is uppon J>e. mi fedeR. 
3 mi modeR for ich nulle forsaken Jje/ habbeft forsaken me 3 al mi 
nest falde cun me heaneft J^et schulden mine freond beon / beoft me 
i^mest feondcs ant mine hinen me beo$ mest heanen ah habbich Jun 
anes help icham wil eweme ne leaf Jmme neuer liuiende lauerd as }>u 
wistest daniel bimong ]xt wode leuns ant te frea chil[f. 61 vjdren 
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do$ me to dea$. hit bi$ deore to godd. 7 ich schal bliSe bicumen 
to endelesc blissen. ant $e schulen wrecches wei ower wurftes. 135 
■j) 3e weren ipe work iboren 7 i b**oht for$ se wrafter heale 3c 
schule sinken adun to sar 7 to eche sorhe. to bitternec.se ant to bale 
deope into hclle. 

r \ iffrican hire feader bitterliche iteonet bitahtte hire elcusium 
[iXJ pe luftere reue of rome 7 lette bungen hire biuoren his 140 

ehsihfte. as he set 3 demde. Jr>e hehe burb domes 

[f. 41 v] eleusius seh ha j vis feng on to festnin hire 

Lj J seoluen iso$e bileaue j^ohtc he walde don hire 
anan ut of dahene : 3 bed biliue bringon for$ brune walli/Me bres. 

7 healden hit se wal [f. 42 r] hat hehe up on hire heaued. f hit urne 145 
cnddelong hire leofliche lich adun to hire helen. Me dude al as he 
het. Ah pe worldes wealdent f wiste sein iuhan his ewangdiste 
unhurt i$e ueat of wallinde eoli per he wes i don in. f ase h 31 com 
up J>rof. J as he wes hal meiden. j^e ilke hues huerd. wiste him 
unwemmet. his brud of pe bres f wes wallinde. swa f ne Jrnhte 150 
hit hire buten ase wlech weater al f ha felde. Eleusius wod 
f>a nuste hwet segen. Ah hehte swifte don hire ut of his ehsihfte. 

7 dreaien in to dorc hus to prisunes pine ant swa ha wes idon 


f I T ~|co as ha )?rinne wes i J>eosUrnesse hire ane. feng 10155 
L O J cleopien to cr/st 7 bidde pe os bone, laud'd godd al mihti 
mi murhtSe 7 mi mede. mi sy *7 al )>e selh$e. f ich efter seche )?u 
sist al hu ich am bistcaftet 7 bistonden. festne mi bileaue. Riht me 
7 read me. for al mi trust is on pe. Steor me 7 streng me for al mi 
strengfte is of pe. Mi feader 7 Mi moder for jn f ich nule J>e 160 
forsaken habbe forsake me. 7 al mi nestfalde cun. f schulde beo me 
best freond / beo$ me meast feondes. 7 mine in hinen S alre meast 
heajrlmen. herewurSe healent. habbe [f. 42 v] ich f>in anes help, ich 
am wileweme ne forleaf pu me nawt luuiende lauerd. as pu 
biwistest daniel bimong pe wode liuns ilatet se luftere. 7 te J?reo 165 
children pe chearre nalden from pe lahen f ha schulden luuien. 


143. After hire) of MS. 
erasure of five letters MS. 


146. hcqlen MS. 
163. hcamen MS. 


159. Between mi and trust, 
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ananie zacharie misael inempnet. biwistest unweowmet from j)e 
ferliche fur of pe furneise swa pu wite ant witen me to witen me from 
135 sunne. lauerd purh pis lease lif / lead me to lestinde to pe hauene 
of heale as pu leddest israeles folc purh pe reade sea buten schip 
druifot ant hare fan senchtest f ham efter sohten afal pumine famen 
ant todrif drihtin pen deouel f me deruetS. for ne mei na mon 
witSuten pi strenc$e stonden him ajeines lef me f ich mote iseon 
140 him jet schent f f wenetS me to schrenchen ant schunchen of pe 
weie . J f leaded to eche lif. wite me from his la$ ant wiS his crefti 
crokes. wite me witS mine unwines f tu beo euer iheret ant iheiet in 
heouene ant in eorfte beo pu aa iblescet as pu were ant art. ant euer 
schalt beon in eche blisse. amen. 


XX. THE OWL AND THE NIGHTINGALE 

(Jesus College MS.) 

Incip// Altercacio inter fllomenam 3 Bubonem. 

I ch wes in one sumere dale. [f. 229 r 1 

In one swipe dyele hak^ 

I herde ich holde grete tile. 

An vie and one nyhtegale. 

pat playd wes* stif* j star c j strong. 5 

Sum hwile softe* 3 lud among. 

And eyper ayeyn oper swal. 

And let pat vuele mod vt al. 

And eyper seyde of opres custe. 

pat alre wrste pat hi ywuste. 10 

3 hure 3 hure of opres songe. 
hi holde playding swipe stronge. 


6. among ] 0 corr. out of g. 
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Ananie 3 Azarie 3 Misahel inempnet. A 1 pu al wcaldent biwistest 
ha m unwemmet. wid j> ferliche fur i pe furneise swa pu wunne of pe 
worlt wite me 3 were witere. 3 wisse purh pi wisdom to wite me 
wi ® sunne. huerd Hues lattow. lead me purh pis lease. His lutle 170 
leastinde lif / to pe hauene of heale. As pu lead'd'esl isnrcles leode 
of egipte bute schip dru fot purh pe reade sea. 3 asenchtest hare uan 
pe ferden ham efter. 3 tu folkes feader. aual mine vamen. j tu 
drihtin todrif pe deouel f me derue®, for ne rnei na monnes 
st'r'engfte wi®uten pin stonden him to jeines. let me f ich mote 175 
mihti meinfule godd iseon him ischeomet $et pe ^ene® me to 
sthrenchen. 3 schunchen of pe nearowe wei f hade® to eche lif. loke 
me from his la® liuiende lauer®. Make me war 3 wite me wi® 
his crefti crokes. f ha me ne crechen. were me swa wi® pen vnwine. 
helpleses heale. p tu beo iheiet 3 iheret eaure in eor®e. as in 180 
heouene. [f. 43 r] Beo pu aa iblescet lau en! as pu were ant art 
3 schalt beon in eche. 


XX. THE OWL AND THE NIGHTINGALE 

(Cotton MS.) 

I ch was in one sum^re dale. [f. 233^ 

In one supe di^ele hale. 

I herde ich holde grete tale. 

An hule and one nhjtingale. 

pat plait was stif 3 stare 3 strong. 5 

Sum wile softe 3 lud among. 

An afper ajen oper sval. 

3 let pat wole mod ut al. 

3 eiper seide of operes custe. 

pat alre worste pat hi wuste. 10 

3 hure and hure of opert[s] songe 
Hi holde plaiding supe stronge. 

XIX. 177. After ~j, f>urt MS. XX. 7. asjxr. o)xr in margin MS. 

Jo. alere MS. 
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l»e Nihtegale bi gon po speke. 

In one hurne of one beche. 

3 sat vp one vayre bowe. i 5 

par were abute blostme ynowe. 

In ore vaste thikke hegge. 

I meynd myd spire. 3 %re ne segge. 

He wes pe gladdr*?. vor pe ryse. 

3 song a veole cunne wyse. 20 

Bet puhte pe drem. pat he were, 
of harpe* 3 pipe* pan he nere. 

Bet puhte pat heo were i shote. 
of harpe* -3 pipe* pan of prole. 

£0 stod on old stok. par by side. 25 

par pe vie song hire tyde. 

And wes myd ivi al bigrowe. 

Hit wes pare vie erdingstowe. 

I»e Nihtegale hi iseyh. 

•3 hi bi holdep. and ouer seyh. 30 

3 puhte wel ful of pare vie. 

For me hi halt, lodlich 3 fule. | 

vnwyht hco seide awey pu fleo. [f. 229 r 

Me is pe wurs. pat ich pe iseo. 

Iwis for pine wle lete. 35 

wel ofte ich my song fur lete 

Min heorte atflyhp* 3 fait l^Jy tunge. 

hwenne pu art to me i prunge. 

Me luste bet speten pane singe. 

of pine fule howelynge. 40 

f>eos vie abod for hit wes eve. 
heo ne myhte no leng bileue. 
vor hire heorte wes so gret. 
pat wel neyh hire fnast at set. 

3 warp a word par after longe. 
hw pynk pe nu bi mine songe. 

Wenestu pat ich ne kunne singe. 


45 
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P e ni^tingale bigon J?e speche. 

In one hurne of one breche. 

3 sat upone vaire bo^e. 
par were abute blosme ino$e. 

In ore waste J?icke hegge. 

Imeind mid spire 3 grene Begge. 

Ho was pe gladur uor pe rise. 

3 song auele cunne wise. 

Bet pu$te pe dreim pat he were. 

Of harpe 3 pipe f>an he nere. 

Bet Jju^tc f»at he were ishote. 

Of harpe 3 pipe J?an of J^rote. 

[ 3 ?]o stod on old stoc f>arbiside. 

)>ar po vie song hire tide. 

3 w as mid iui al bigrowe. 

Hit was )?are hule eardingstowe. 

[l?]e ni^tingale hi ise^. 

3 hi bihold 3 ouerse}. 

3 Jm^te wel wl of ]?are hule. 

For me hi halt lodlich 3 i'ule. 
vn wi$t ho sede a w ei ]?u flo. 

Me is pe wrs pal ich pe so. | 

I wis for J>ine wle lete. [f. 233 r* 

wel oft ich mine song forlete. 

Min horte atflij> 3 fait mi tonge. 
w r onne pu art to me ij^runge. 

Me luste bet speten J>ane singe. 

Of J>ine fule ijoijelinge. 

P os hule abod fort hit was eve. 

Ho ne mi^te no leng bileue. 
vor hire horte was so gret. 
pat welne^ hire fnast at schet. 

3 w r arp a word par aher longe. 

Hu Jnnc^e nu bi mine songe. 
we[n]st J>u pal ich ne cunne singe. 

21. Bet] Het "MS. 23. is hole MS. 
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pe ich ne cunne of wrytelinge. 

Home pu dest me grome. 

3 seist me bope teone 3 schome. 50 

If ich pe heolde on myne vote. 

So hit bitide pat ich mote. 

3 pu were vt of pine ryse. 
pu scholdest singe on oper wise. 

f»e Nihtegale 3af onsware. 55 

If ich me loki wip pe bare. 

3 me schilde wip pe blete. 

Ne recche ich nouht of pine prete. 

If ich me holde in myne hegge 

Ne recche ich neuer hwat pu segge. Go 

Ich wot pat pu art vnmilde. 

wip heom pat ne muwe fro m pe schilde. 

And pu tukest wrope j vuele 
Hwar pu myht ouer smale vowele. | 

vorpi pu art lop al fowel cunne. [f. 229 V 1 65 

j alle heo pe dryuep heonne. 
j pe bi scrychep. 3 bi gredep 
j wel narewe pe by ledep. 

3 ek forpe pe sulue mose 

hire ponkes wolde pe to tose. 70 

pu art lodlich to bi holde. 

And pu art lop in monye ^STde. 
pi bodi is scort. pi swere is smal. 

Gretture is pin heued ne pu al. 

pin <$yen beop col blake 3 brode. 75 

Ryht so hi wer en ipeynt myd wodf 
pu starest so pu wille abyten 
Al pat pu myht myd clyure smyte?/ 
pi bile is stif* j sarp* -j hoked. 

Riht as on ewel pat is croked. 80 

par myd pu clechest eu^r amo;zg. * 

And pat is on of pine song. 

75. en , . . brode on an erasure. 
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pe$ ich ne cunne of writelinge. 

Ilome pu dest me gram 2 
3 seist me bo}?e tone 3 schame 
3if ich pe holde on mine uote. 

So hit bitide pat ich mote. 

3 Jm were vt of fnne rise. 
pu sholdest singe an o}>er w[i]se. 

P e ni^tingale 3af answare. 

3if ich me loki wit pe bare. 

3 me schilde wit pe blete. 

Ne reche ich no^t of J?ine prete. 

^if ich me holde in mine hegge. 

Ne recche ich neu^r what pu segge. 

Ich wot pat pu art un inilde. 

Wip horn pat ne m^e fro m /e schilde. 
3 pu tukest wrope 3 vuele. 

Whar pu mi^t over smale fu3ele. 

Vorpi pu art lop al fuel kunne. 

3 alle ho pe driuep bonne. 

3 pe bi schrichep 3 bi gredet. 

3 wel narewe pe bi ledet. | 

3 ek forpe pe sulue mose. 

Hire ponkes wolde pe totose. 

Pu art lodlich to biholde. 

3 pu art lop in monie volde. 
pi bodi is short pi swore is. smal. 

Gret tere is pin heued pan pu al. 
pin e3ene bop colblake 3 brode. 

Rijt swo ho were# ipeiwt mid wode. 
pu starest so pu wille abiten. 

Al pat pu mist mid cliure smiten. 
pi bile is stif 3 scharp 3 hoked. 

Ri^t so an owel pat is croked. 
par mid pu clackes oft v e' 3 longe. 

3 pat is on of pine songe. 

62. J>e\ se MS. 
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Ac pu pretest to myne vleysse. 

Mid pine cleures woldest me meysse. 
pe were i cundere to one frogge. 
pat sit at Mulne vnder cogge. 

Snayles. Mus. and fule wihte. 

Beop pine cunde 3 pine rihte. 
pu sittest a day and flyhst a niht. 
pu cupest pat pu art on vnwiht. 
pu art lodlich* and unclene. 

Bi pine neste* ich hit mene. 

And ek bi pine fule brode. 
pu vedest on heo m a wel ful vode. 

P e os word ayaf pe nihtegale. 

And after pare longe tale. 

Heo song so lude. 3 so scharpe. 

Ryht so me grwlde. schille harpe. 
peos vie luste piderward. 

heold hire eyen neperward. 
j sat toswolle j to bolewe, 
so heo hedde one frogge i's'wolwe. 
For heo wel wiste. was i war. 
pat heo song hire a bisemar. 

•j napeles heo yaf ondsware. 
hwy nel tu fleon i;/to bare. ^ 

And schewi hweper vnker beo. 
of briber hewe. of fayiur bleo. 

No. pu hauest scharpe clawe. 

Ne kepe ich noht pat p>u me clawe. 
pu hauest clyures swipe strowge. 
pu twengest par mid so dop a tonge. 
pu poutest so dop pine ilyche. 

Mid fayre worde me biswike. 
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Ac pu pretest to mine fleshe. 

Mid pine cliures woldest me meshe. 
pe were icundur to one frogge. 

[pat sit at mulne under cogge.] 
Snailes, mus 3 fule wijte. 

Bop pine cunde 3 pine ri;te. 
pu sittest adai and flijfsp an^t. 
pu cupest pat pu art on unwijt. 
pu art lodlich j unclene. 

Bi pine neste ich hit mene. 
j ek bi pine fule brode. 
pu fedest on hom a wel ful fode. 

P os word a $af pe ni^tingale. 

j aft er pare longe tale. 

He song so lude 3 so scharpe. 

Ri^t so me grulde schille barpe. 
pos hule luste piderward. 

3 hold hire e$e noperwa[r]d. 

^ sat to svolle j ibolwe. 
also ho hadde one frogge isuol^e. 
for ho wel wiste j was iwar. 
pat ho song hire a bisemar. 
j nopeles ho }af andsuare. 
whi neltu flon into pe bare. 

3 sewi pare unk^r bo. 

Of briber howe of uairur bio. 

No pu hauest wel scharpe clawe. 

Ne kepich no$t pat pu me clawe. 
pu hauest cliuers supe stronge. 
pu tuengst par mid so dop a tonge. 
pu pojtest so dop pin ilike. 

Mid faire worde me bi swike. 


86, Line omitted in MS. but there is a mark on margin, 
out of u. 105. $as con. in margin to }af. 
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Ich nolde don Jmt fu me raddest. 

Ich wiste wel fat fu me misraddest. 
schomye fe vor fine vnrede. 
vnwryen is fi swikehede. 
schild fi swikedow horn fe lyhte. 

And hud fat wowe amowg fe ryhte . 120 

hwanne fu wilt fu vnriht spene. 

Loke fat hit ne beo isene. | 

vor swikedom hauef schome and het [f. 230 r° 

If hit is ope. and vnder yete. 

Ne spedestu nouht mid fin vn wrenche 125 

For ich am war. and can blenche. 

Ne helpef noht* fat fu bo* to friste. 

Ich wolde vyhte bet myd liste. 
fan fu mid al fine strengfe. 

Ich habbe on brede* *j ek on lengfe. 130 

Castel god on myne ryse. 

wel fyht fat wel flyhf. seyf fe wise. 

Ac lete awey feos cheste. 

For suche wordes beof vnwreste. 

And fo we on- myd rihte dome. 135 

Mid fayre worde. 3 myd some. 

feyh we ne beon at on acorde. 

we mawe bet myd fayre worde. 

wif vte cheste* and bute vyh^T 

Playde mid sofe. 3 mid ryhte. 140 

3 may vr eyfer hwat he wile. 

Mid rihte segge. 3 myd skile. 

P o qwaf fe vie. hwo schal vs seme. 

fat cunne 3 wille riht vs deme, 

Ich wot wel quaf fe nyhtegale. 145 

Ne farf fer of beo no tale. 

Mayster Nichol* of guldeuorde. 
he is wis* and war* of worde. 
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Ich nolde don pa't' pu me raddest. 

Ich wiste wel pat pu me mis raddest. 
Schamie pe for J>in unrede. 
vnwro$en is f>i svikelhede. 

Schild pine svikeldom vram pe li^te. 

3 hud pat \v03e amon[g] pe ri^te. 
pane pu wilt pin unrijt spene. 

Loke pat hit ne bo i sene. 

vor svikedom haued schome 3 hete. 

jif hit is ope 3 under $ete. 

Ne speddestu no$t mid pine unwrenche. 
for icham war 3 can wel blenche. 

Ne helpp nojt pat pu bo to /riste. | 

Ich wolde vijte bet mid liste. 
pan pu mid all pine strengpe. 

Ich abbe on brede 3 eck on lengpe. 

Castel god on mine rise. 

wel fijt pat wel fli^t seip pe wise. 

ac lete we awei pos cheste. 

vor suiche wordes bop unwerste. 

3 fo we on mid ri^te dome. 

Mid faire worde 3 mid wsome. 
pej we ne bo at one acorde. 
we mu3e bet mid fawre worde. 
witute cheste 3 bute fi^te. 

Plaidi mid fo^e 3 mid rijte. 

3 mai hure eiper wat he wile. 

Mid ri^te segge 3 mid sckile. 

P o quap pe hule wo schal us seme. 

pat kunne 3 wille rijt us deme. 

Ich wot wel quap pe ni^tingale. 

Ne paref par of bo no tale. 

Maister nichole of guldeforde. 

He is.wis an war of worde. 


[f- 234 r J 


1 1 5. )>at\ t added by a second hand. 127. }>riste\ wriste MS. 130. 
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he is of worde swype glev. 

And him is lop eurich vnpeu. 
he wot insyht \n euche songe. 
hwo singe]? wel. hwo singe)? wronge. 

And he con schede from )?e rihte. 
pat wowe. pat puster fro m pe lyhte. 

P e vie. one hwile hi bihouhte. 

And after pan pis word up brouhte. | 

Ich graunti wel paY he vs d^me. 

For peyh he were hwile breme. 
y leof him wre Nihtingale. 

And oper wyhte gent y smale. 

Ich wot. he is nu pe acoled. 

Nis he vor pe nouht afoled. 
pat he vor pine olde luue. 

Me a dun legge* y pe a buue. 

N[ej schaltu. neuer so him queme. 
pat he vor pe fals dom deme. 
he is nv ripe, y fast rede. 

Ne luste hym nv to non vnred<r. 

Nv him ne lust namore pleye 
he wile gon a rihte weye. 

P e nihtegale* wes al ware. 

heo hedde ileorned* wel ihware. 
vie heo seyde seye me sop. 
hwi dostu pat vnwihtes dop. 
pu singest a nyht y nouht a day. 

And al pi song is waylaway. 
pu miht mid pine songe afere. 

Alle pat herep pine ibere. 
p[u] scrichest y yollest to pine fere 
pat hit is gryslich to ihere. 
hit pinchep hope wise y snepe. 

Nouht pat pu singe, at pu wepe. 
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He is of dome su]?e gleu. 

3 him is lo)> eurich unj?eu. 

He wot insist in eche songe. 
wo singet weTwo singet wronge. 

he can schede vrom j?e ri^te. 

J>at wo$e J?at J?ust^r from pe li$te. 

P o hule one wile hi bi ^o^te. 

3 after )?an J?is word up bro^te. 
Ich granti wel pat he us deme. 
vor pe$ he were wile breme. 

■3 lof him were nkjtingale. 

3 oJ?er wi^te gente *3 smale. 

Ich wot he is nu su)?e acoled. | 

Nis he vor pe no3t afoled. 

|?at he for J>ine olde lo'u'ue. 

Me adun legge 3 pe buue. 

Ne schaltu neure so him queme. 
pat he for)?e fals dom deme. 

He is him ripe 3 fastrede. 

Ne lust him nu to none unrede. 

Nu him ne lust na more pleie. 

He wile gon a ri}te weie. 

P e nijtingale was al $aze. 

Ho hadde ilorned wel aiware. 
Hule ho sede seie me so)?, 
wi dostu pat un w^tis dop. 

]?u singist ani$t 3 no$t adai. 

3 al pi song is wailawai. 
pu mi^t mid J>ine songe afere. 
alle pat ihere)? f>ine ibere. 
pu schirchest 3 jollest to )?ine fere. 
pat hit is grislich to ihere. 

Hit )?inchest hope wise 3 snepe. 

, Nojt jmt ]?u singe ac pat }m wepe. 
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pu flyhst a niht and noht a day. 
par of ich wundri y wel may. 

For vich ping pat schonyep riht. 
hit luuyep pustfr y hate]? lyht. 
y euych ping. pat luuep misded<?. 
hi luue}? )?ust er to his dede. 


Yj eos vie luste swi)?e longe. 

[f. 230V ! 

M y wes of teoned swi)?e stronge. 
heo qwa}>. ]?u hattest Nihtegale. 

)?u mihtest bet hole galegale. 
vor )?u hauest to monye tale, 
let }?ine tunge habbe spale. 

I 90 

}?u wenest ]?at ]?es day beo }?in owe. 
let me nv habbe myne )?rowe. 

Beo nv stille y let me speke. 

Ich wile beo of }?e a wreke. 
y lust hw ich con me bi telle. 

1 95 

Mid rihte so)?e wi}? vte spelle. 

)?u seyst ]?at ich me hude a day 
)?ar to ne segge ich nyk no nay 
y lust ich telle hwervore 

A1 hwi hit is y hware vore. | 

200 

Ich habbe bile stif y strongs, 
y gode cleures scharp y ^) 5 rige. 

So hit bycume]? to hauekes cunne. 
hit is myn hyhte’ y my ynne. 

)?at ich me drawe to mine cund<?. 

[f.23ir* J05 

Ne may me no mow ]?ar for send*\ 
on me hit is wel i sene. 

For rihte cunde ich am so kene. 
vor }?i ich am lo)? smale vowele. 
pat fleoj? bi grwnde y bi puuele. 

2IC 

hi me bichirmep y bi grede)?. 
y heore flockes to me lede]?. 

188 hi corr. out of his MS. 
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pu fli$st anijt 3 no$t adai. 
par of ich wndri 3 we) mai. 

vor eurich ping pat schuniet ri^t. 185 

Hit luuep puster 3 hatiet li$t. 

3 eurich ping pat is lof misdede. 

Hit luuep puster to his dede. 


P os hule luste supe longe. 

3 was of toned sup'e' stronge, 
qua]? Ho pu 'h'attest ni^tingale. 
pu mutest bet hoten galegale. 

Vor pu hauest to monie tale. 

Lat pine tunge habbe spale. 
pu wenest pat pes dai bo pino;e. 
Lat me nu habbe mine pro^e. 

Bo nu stille 3 lat me speke. 

Ich wille bon of pe avvreke. 

3 lust hu ich con me bitelle. 

Mid ri^te sope witute spelle. 
pu seist pat ich me hude adai. 
par to ne segge ich nich ne nai. 

3 lust ich telle pe wareuore. 
al wi hit is *j wareuore. 

Ich habbe bile stif 3 stronge. 

3 gode cliuers scharp j longe. 

So hit bicumep to hauekes cunne. 
Hit is min hi$te hit is mi wune. 
pat ich me draje to mine cunde. | 
Ne mai noman pareuore schende. 
On me hit is wel isene. 
vor ri$te cunde ich am so kene. 
vor pi ich am lop smale fo^le. 
pat flop bi grunde an bi puuele. 

. Hi me* bichermet 3 bigredep. 

3 hore flockes to 'm'e ledep. 
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Me is leof to habbe reste. 

And sitte stille in myne neste. 

« 

wenestu f>at hauek beo pe wrse. [f. 231 r J 

pe crowe bigrede him bi pe m^rsche. 220 

3 gop to him myd heore chyrme. 

Riht so hi wille. wip hi m schirme. 
pe hauek folewep gode rede. 

He flyhp his wey 3 let hi grede. 

P et pu me seyst of oper pinge. 225 

3 tellest pat ich ne can nouht singe. 

Ac al my reorde is wonyng. 

And to ihere gryslych ping, 
pat nis nouht sop. ich singe efne. 

Mid fulle dreme* 3 lude stefne. 230 

pu wenest pat eoch song beo gr/slich. 
pat pine pipinge nis ilich. 

Mi stefne is bold* 3 nouht vnorne. 
heo is ilich one grete home. 

3 pin is iliche one pype. 235 

of one smale weode vnripe. 

Ich [singe] bet pan pu dest. 
pu chaterest so dop on yris pr^st. 

Ich singe an efne. aryhte time. 

•3 seppe hwenne hit is b^itime. 240 

pe pridde sype a middelnyhte. 

3 so ich myne songe adihte. 
hwenne ich iseo arise veorre 
oper dayrewe* oper daysteorre. 

Ic do god myd myne prote. 

And warny men to heore note. 

Ac pu singest alle longe nyht. 

From eue pat hit is dayliht. 


245 



COTTON MS. 


163 


Me is lof to habbe reste. 

■3 sitte stille in mine neste. 


wenestu pat haueck bo pe worse, 
po; crowe bi grede him bi pe mershe. 
3 gop to him mid hore chirme. 

Ri$t so hi wille wit him schirme. 
pe hauec fo \$ep gode rede. | 

•j flijt his wei j lat hem giede. 

3 et p\i me seist of oper fringe. 

3 telst pat ich ne can no$t singe 
Ac al mi rorde is woning 
•j to 'i'hire grislich ping 
pat nis no^t sop ich singe efne 
Mid fulle dreme 3 lude stefne. 
pu wenist pat ech song bo grislich. 
pat pine pipinge nis ilich. 

Mi stefne is bold 3 no;t un orne. 
ho is ilich one grete home. 

3 Jrin is ilich one pipe. 

Of one smale w'e'ode un ripe. 

Ich singe bet pan pu dest. 
pu chaterest so dop on irish pr'e'ost. 
Ich singe an eue arijte time 
3 soppe won hit is bedtime, 
pe pridde sipe ad middeln^te. 

3 so ich mine song adijte. 
wone ich i so arise vorre. 

Oper dairim oper daisterre. 

Ich do god mid mine prote. 

3 wami men to hore note. 

Ac pu singest alle longe ni$t. 

From eue fort hit is daili^t. 


223. flfolje} MS. 224. hem corr. out of hi MS. 233. 
in margin to bold. 236. woede e added by corrector MS. 
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3 euer lestep pin o song, 
so longe so pe nyht is long. 

3 eu<rr crowep pi wrecche crey. 
pat he ne swikep nyht ne day. | ' 

Mid pine pipinge pu adunest. 
pas mo«nes eren. par pu wunest. 

3 makest pi song, so vnwiht. 
pat me ne tellep. of pe nowiht. 

Eurych murepe may so lo«ge leste. 
pat heo schal liki wel vnwreste. 
for harpe. 3 pipe. 3 foweles song. 

Mislikep. if hit is to long. 

Ne beo pe song ne so murie. 
pat he ne sal pinche vnmurie. 

* If he ilestep ouer vnwille. 

So pu myht pi song aspille. 
for hit is sop Alured hit seyde. 

3 me hit. may in boke rede. 

Eurich ping may lesen his godhed^. 

Mid vnmepe and ouerdede. 

P e nyhtegale in hire pouhte. 

Atheold al pis. 3 longe pouhte. 
hwat heo par after myhte segge. 
vor heo ne myhte noht ajtegge. 
pat pe vie hedde hire is£yd. 
vor ho spak bope riht 3 red. 

3 hire ofpuhte pat heo hadde. 
pe speche so feoruorp iladde. 

3 wes aferd pat hire answare 
Ne wrpe nouht a riht ivare. 

Ac nopeles heo spak boldeliche 
vor heo is wis pat hardeliche. 
wip his fo berp grete ilete. 
p at he for arehpe hit ne forlete. 

38a. fat ] hwat MS. 
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j eure seist fin o song. 

So longe so fe ni$t is long. 

3 eure crowe p pi wrecche crei. 
fat he ne swikef nijt ne dai. 

Mid fine pipings fu adunest. 
fas monnes earen far fu wunest. 

makest fine song so unwrf. 
fa't' me ne telf of far nojt wrf. 
Eurich mur^fe mai so longs ileste. 
fat ho shal liki wel unwreste. 
vor harpe j pipe 3 fu^eles songe. 
Mislikef 3if hit is to long. 

Ne bo fe song neu*?r so murie. 
fat he ne shal finche wel unmurie. 
jef he ilestef ouer unwille. 

So fu mi^t fine song aspille. 
vor hit is sof alured hit seide. 
j me hit mai ine boke rede. 

Eurich fing mai losen his godhede 
Mid unmefe j mid ouerdede. 

P e ni^tingale in hire fo^te. 

Athold al fis 3 longe fo3te. 
wat ho fare after m^te segge. 
vor ho ne m^te no3t alegge, 
fat fe hule hadde hire ised. 
vor he spac bofe ri^t an red. 

An hire offu3te fat ho hadde. 
fe speche so foruorf iladde. 

An was oferd fat hire answare. 

Ne wrfe no3t ar^t 1 fare. 

Ac nofeles he spac boldeliche. 
vor he is wis fat hardeliche. 
wif is.uo berf grete ilete. 
fat he uor are3fe hit ne forlete. 

265. sei 4 de MS. 270. aljtis MS. 
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vor suych worj) bold if p\x flyhst. 

JsaH' wile fleo if pn swykst. | 

If he isihj> )?at pu «art areh. 
he wile of bore wurche bareh. # 

3 for pi* pey ' pe ' nyhtegale. 

Were aferd* heo spak bolde tale. 

H vle heo seyde* hwi dostu so. 

jm singest a wynter wolawo. 
pn singest so do)? hen asnowe. 

A 1 ]?at heo singe]? hit is for wowe. 

A winter pn singest wro]?e *3 yontere. 
3 eu^r }?u art. dumb a sumere. 
hit is for ]?ine fule ny]?e 
]?at )?u ne myht. myd vs be blij?e. 

* vor ]?u forbernest* neyh for onde. 
hwenne vre blisse cume]? to londe\ 
j?u farest so do)? ]?e ille. 

Euerich blisse him is vnwille. 
Grucching* y luryng. hi m beo)? rade. 
If he iseo]?. )?at men beo]? glade, 
he wolde )?at he iseye. 

Teres in eu^riche monnes eye. 

Ne roughte pe. ]?eyh flockes were. 
Imeynd bi toppes* y bi here. 

Also }?u dost on ]?ire syc^T' 

For hwanne snouh li)? ]?ikke 3 wide-. 

3 alle wihtes habbe]? sorewe. 

}?u singest from eue to amorewe. 

Ac ich mid me alle blisse bringe. 

Ech wiht is glad* for myne ]?inge. 

3 blesse]? hit* hwenne ich cume. 

3 hihtej> ayeyn myne cume. 
pe blostme. gynne)? sprfnge 3 sp rede. 
Bo]>e in treo *3 ek in mede. 
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3°5 


310 


315 


387. pe added io margin. 


285. art MS. 



COTTON MS. 

vor suich wor)? bold $if }?u fli^ste. 
pat wle flo $if pu svicst. 

167 

3if he isi}? put }?u nart are$. 

He wile of bore wrchen bare}. 

3 forJ>i pe$ pQ ni}tingale. | 

^85 

were aferd ho spac bolde tale 

TTule ho seide wi dostu so. 

J. 1 pu singest awinter wolawo. 
pu. singest so do]? hen asnowe. 

A 1 ]?at ho singe]? hit is for wowe. 
Awintere ]?u singest wro]?e and }om^e. 
An'd' eure pu art dumb asunwe. 

[f. 236 r 1 

290 

Hit is for }?ine fule ni]?e. 

put ]m ne mi}t mid us be blij>e. 

a 95 

vor })U forbernest welne} for onde, 
wane ure blisse cume]? to londe. 
pu farest so do}? pe ille. 

• 

Evrich blisse him is unwille. 

Grucching 3 luring him bo]? rade. 

3if he iso]? }?at men bo}? glade, 
he wolde }?at he ise}e. 

Teres in evrich monnes e}e. 

300 

Ne ro}te he pe% flockes were. 

Imeind bi toppes 3 bi here. 

Also pu dost on }?ire side, 
vor wanne snov li]? }?icke 3 wide. 
an v d' alle wijtes habbe}? sorje. 

305 

)?u singest from eve fort amorce. 

Ac ich alle blisse mid me bringe. 

Ech wi$t is glad for mine }?inge. 

3 blisse]? hit wanne ich cume. 

3 hi}te]? a$en mine kume. 

310 

pe blostme ginne}? spr/nge 3 sprale 
Bo]?e,ine tro 3 ek on mede. 

3 i 5 

284. ifvicst MS. 286. baref\ a corr. out of r MS. 

29 7. forottde MS. 315. Pe blostme on an erasure MS. 

2 89. Pule MS. 
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XX. THE OWL. JESUS COLLEGE 

]?e lilie myd hire fayre wlite. 
welcome]? me )?eyh ]?u hit wite. 

Bid me myd hire fayre bleo. j 
]?at ich schulle to hire fleo. « 

]?e rose also myd hire rude. 

)?at cume]? of )?e ]?orne wode. 

Bit me ]?at ich schulle singe. 

For hire luue one skentynge. 

[V]le )?u axest me heo seyde. 

[I]f ich con eny o)?er dede 
Bute syngen in sume tyde. 
y bringe blisse veor y wyde. 
hwy axestu of craftes myne. 

4 Beter is myn on ]?an alle )?ine. 

B eier is o song of myne mu]?e. 

]>an al }?at )?i kun ku]>e. 
y lust, ich telle ]?e hwarvore. 
wostu to hwan* mon wes ibore. 

To ]?are blisse of heueryche. | 

]?ar eu*r is song, y Mure]?e iliche. 

]?ider funde]? euer ich man. 

]?at eny ]?ing of gode can. 

for ]?i me syng]? in holi chireche. 

y clerekes gynne]? songes wxche. 

}?at mon yj?enche. bi ]?e scfege. 
h wider he shal. y ]?ar beon longe. 

)>at he )?e mureh]?e ne voryete. 

Ac ]?ar of }?enche. y bigete. 
y nyme yeme of chirche stefne. 
hw Murie is )?e blisse of heuene. 
Clerekes* Munekes* y canunes. 

J»ar beo]? }?os gode wike tunes. 

Arise]? vp to middel nyhte. 
y singe]? of }>on heuene lyhte. 

344. l>i gcU\ bi gethe MS, 


MS. 


[f. 232 r 2 330 


[f. 234 r 1 325 


330 


335 

[ f * 234 r 2 


340 


345 


35 ° 



COTTON MS. 

pe lilie mid hire faire wlite. 

Wolcumep me pat pu hit wte. 

Bit me mid hire faire bio. 

169 

pat ich shulle» to hire flo. 
pe rose also mid hire rude. | 

320 

pat cumep ut of pe porne wode. 

Bit me pat ich shulle singe 
vor hire luue one skentinge. 

[f. 236 r 2 

TT ule pu axest me ho seide. 

JL 1 }if ich kon eni of>er dede. 

Bute singen in sume tide, 
an bringe blisse for 3 wide, 
wi axestu of craftes mine. 

325 

Betere is min on pan alle pine. 

Befcre is 0 song of mine mupe. 
pan al pat cure pi kun kupe. 

An lust ich telle f?e wareuore. | 

. 330 

wostu to wan man was ibore. 

[f. 238 r 2 

To pare blisse of houene riche, 
par eu*r is song -j mur^pe iliche. 
pkfcr fundep eurich man. 
pat eniping of gode kan. 
vor pi me singp in holi chirche. 

335 

an clerkes ginnep songes wirche. 
pat man ipenche bipe songe. 
wid^r he shal *3 par bon longe. 
pat he pe mur^pe ne uorjete. 

Ac par of penche and bi jete. 

340 

An nime $eme of chirche steuene. 

Hu murie is pe blisse of houene. 

Clerkes munekes *3 kanunes. 
par bop pos gode wicke tunes. 

Arisep^up to midelni^te. 

345 


An singe]? of J>e houene li$te. 

319. Z?iV] / corr. out of d MS. 324. pne one MS. 


350 

325. Unit] Nn!e MS. 
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XX. THE OWL. JESUS COLLEGE MS. 

*3 preostes vpe londe singe)?. 

[Hwenne pe liht of daye springe]?.] 

3 ich heom helpe hwat ic may. 

. . . . . .< 

P e Nihtegale myd sweche worde. 

for monymon myd speres orde. 
haue]? lutle streng)?e. 3 mid his schelde. 

Ah na]?eles in one felde. 

)?urh belde worde 3 myd ilete. 

DeJ? his iuo- for areh)?e swete. 
pe wrenne for heo cu)?e singe. 

]?ar com in )?are moreweninge. 

To helpe )?are nyhtegale. 
vor heo hadde stefne smale. 

, heo hadde gode j?rote 3 schille. 

3 fale mo/me song a wille. 
pe wrenne* wes wel wis iholde. 
vor )>eih heo nere ibred a wolde. 
heo wes itowen. am ong mankunne 
hire wisdom brouhte }?enne. 
heo myhte speke hwar heo wolde. 

To fore pe kinge* )?ah heo scholde. 
luste]?* heo que)?* letej? me speke. 
hwat wille ye. J?is pays to breke. 

3 do )?an [kinge] such scheme, 
yet nys heo nouj?er decline lome. 
hunke schal i tyde harm 3 schonde. 

If we dop gry)?bruche on his lond<r. 

Lete]? beo and beo]? isome. 

3 fare}? riht to eure dome. 

3 lete]? do m pis playd to breke. 

Also hit wes erure bi speke. 

Ich vnne wel que)? pe Nihtegale. 

Ah wrenne* nouht for )?ine tale. 


[f. 241 r 2 

355 


360 


3^5 


37 ° 


375 


3 8? 


352. Wanting in MS. 


374. fart kingc\ }anm MS. 



COTTON MS. 


An prostes upe londe singe]?, 
wane J>e li^t of daie springe]). 

An ich hom helpe wat i mai. 

. . * . 

P e ni^tegale mid swucche worde. 

for moniman mid speres orde. 
haue]? lutle strenc)>e j mid his [sjchelde. 
Ah neo]>eles in one felde. 

\>urh belde worde an mid ilete. 

De)> his iuo for areh]?e swete. 

]?e wranne for heo cup>e singe. 
p>ar com in ]>are more^ewfijnge. 

To helpe p>are ni^tegale. 

For ]?ah heo hadde steuene smale. 

Heo hadde gode frote 3 schilie. 

An fale manne song awille. 
j?e wranne was wel wis iholde. 
v Vor ]>eg heo nere ibred awolde/ 

Ho was ito^en among menne. 

An hire wisdom brohte p>enne. 

Heo mi)te speke hwar heo walde. 
Touore p>e king p>ah heo scholde. 

Luste]> heo cwap> late]? me speke. 

Hwat wulle $e J>is pes to breke. 

An do ]>an [kinge] swuch schame. 

3 e[t] nis he nou]>er ded ne lame. 

Hunke schal i tide harm 3 schowde. 
jef $e dop> gri]) uruche on his londe. 
Latep> beo 3 beop> isome. | 

An farep> riht to ower dome. 

An late]? dom J>is plaid to breke. 

A1 swo hit was erur bispeke. 

I ch an wel cwa$ p>e nijtegale. 

Alj wranne nawt for ])ire tale. 


171 


[f. 24s V* 
355 


360 


365 


370 


375 


[f- 245 v a 
380 


361. more jeunge MS. 364. Porte MS. 

1 * 378 in MS. 368. menne ] ?nanninc MS. 


367. This line comes after 
374. pan kinge} Panne MS. 
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XX. THE OWL. JESUS COLLEGE MS. 


Ac do for myre lauhfulnesse. 


Ic nolde }?at vnrihtfulnesse. 

Me at )?en ende* me ouercome. 

Ic nam ofdred. of none dpme. * 

Bihote ic habbe* so)? hit is. 

)?at mayster Nichole, f is wis. 

385 

Bitwihen eu deme schulle. 

■j yet ic wene J>at he wulle. | 

390 

Ah zvar myhte we hine fy nde. 

)>e wrenne sat in hore lynde. 
hwat mihte yet qua)? heo his hom. 

[f. 241 v l 

heo wune]? at portes hom. 

At one tune in dorsete. 

Bi ]?are see in ore vtlete. 

)?ar he deme)? mony riht dom. 

3 diht wryt mony wisdom. 

395 

3 )?urh his mu)?e. j j?urh his honde. 
hit is )?e betere in to scotlonde. 

To scche hyne. is lyhtlych j?ing. 
he naue)? buten 0 vvunyng. 
j> is biscopen muchel schame. 

400 

j alle )?an jj of his nome. 
habbe)? iherd. j of his dede. 
hwi nulle)? hi nyme/* heo m to rede. 
f he were myd heom il^fre. 
vor teche heo/w of his wisdome. 

405 

j yeue him rente on vale stude. 
f he myhte ilome heow beo myde. 

Certes qua)? f>e vie. )?at is so)?. 

)>eos riche men* Muchele mysdo)?. 

)?at lete)? )?ane gode man. 

410 

J>at of so fele )?inge can. 

yeue)? rente wel mislyche. 
j of him lete)? wel lyhtliche. 

4 i 5 


39a. war") }>ar MS. 


394. (yet MS. 



COTTON MS. 


*73 


Ah do for mire lahfulnesse. 

Ich nolde f unriht fulnesse. 

Me at fen ende ouerkome. 

Ich nam ofd&d of none dome. 
Bihote ich habbe sof hit is. 
fat maister nichole f is wis. 

Bituxen vs deme schulde. 

An ^ef ich wene f he wule. 

Ah war mihte we hine finde. 
fe wranne sat in ore linde. 

Hwat nu$te $e cwaf heo his horn. 

He wunef at portes horn. 

At one tune ine dorsete. 

Bi far<? see in ore ut lete. 
far he demef manie riijte dom. 

An diht 3 writ mani wisdom. 

An purh his mufe 3 purh his honde. 
Hit is fe betere in to scot londe. 

To seche hine is lihtlich fing. 

He nauef bute one woning. 
f his bischopen muchel schame. 

An alle fan f of his nome. 

Habbef ihert. -3 of his dede. 

Hwi nullef hi nimen heom to rede. 
f he were mid heom ilome - 
for teche heom of his wis dome. 

An jiue him rente auale stude. 
f he mi^te heom ilome be mide. 
Cxrtes cwaf fe hule f is so$. | 
feos riche men wel muche misdoS. 
f letef fane godemon. 
f of so feole finge con. 

An jiuef rente wel misliche. 

, An of* him letef wel lihtliche. 


385 


390 


395 


400 


405 


410 


[f. 246 r 1 

415 


409. thee he MS. 


413. misdod] tf corr. out of some other letter. 
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XX. THE OWL. JESUS COLLEGE MS. 


mp heore kunne heo beoJ> Mildre. 

3 yeuej) rente lutle childre. 

so heore wit hi demej? adwole. 420 

f tner abit Mayster Nichole. 1 
Ah vte we J?ah* to him fare, 
vor J?at is vnk er dom al yare 
Do we J>e Nihtegale seyde. 

Ah hwo schal vnk<?r speche rede. 42,-, 

j telle tovore vnker dome. 

]?ar of ic schal pc wel iqueme. 

Que]? pe vie. for al ende of orde. | 

Telle ic con. word after worde. [f. 241 v 2 

•j if pc f)inkj? ]?at ic misrempe. 430 

J>u stond ayeyn and do me crempe. 

Mid J>isse worde for)? hi ferden. 

Al bute here and bute verde. 

To portes ham. j?er hi bicome. 

Ah hw heo spedde of heore dome. 435 

Ne can ic eu namore telle, 
her nys namore of pisse spelle. 

Explicit. 


435. hw heo sp on an erasure. 



COTTON MS. 


*75 


wiS heore cunne heo beop mildre. 

An jeue]? rente litle childre. 
swo heore wit hi demj> adwole. 
f euer abid maistre nichole. 

Ah ute we J>ah to him fare. 

For ]?ar is unker dom al jare. 

Do we pe ni^tegale seide. 
ah wa schal unker speche rede. 

An telle touore unker deme. 

P ar of ich schal pe wel icweme. 

CwaJ? pe houle for al ende of orde. 
Telle ich con word after worde. 

An jef pe J>inc}> f ich min rempe. 
pu stond a;ei n do me crempe 
Mid )>isse worde iorp hi ferden. 

Al bute here and bute uerde. 


To portesham f heo bi come. 

Ah hu heo spedde of heore dome. 
Ne can ich eu namore telle. 


Her nis na more of J>is spelle. 


4210 


435 


430 


435 


431. dome MS. 


436. chan MS. 
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XXI. THE BESTIARY 


B 


Na/ara leo«is i ft . 9 

e leun stant on hille . 3 he man hunten here. 


OSer Surg his nese smel . Smake tSat he negge. 
Bi wile weie so he wile . To dele niSer wenden. 

Alle hise fet steppes . After him he filled. 

DrageS dust wiS his stert . Ser he [dun] stepped. 

OSer dust oSer deu . Sat he ne cunne is finden. 
driueS dun to his den . Sar he him bergen wille. 


[f- 


4 r 


A n ,oSer kinde he haueS . wanne he is ikindled. 10 

Stille litS Se leun . ne stiretS he nout of slepe. 

Til Se sunne haueS sinen . ?Sries him abuten. 

Sanne reiseS his faSer him . mit te rem Sat he makeS. 


B 


iy ft . 

e Sridde lage haueS Se leun . Sanne he lietS to slepen. 
Sal he neure luken . Se lides of hise egen. 


Signifloacfo pr/me nature. 


W elle heg is tat hil . ^at is leuen riche. 

vre louerd is te leun . Se Iiuet 5 Ser abuuen. 
wu So him likede . to ligten her on erSe. 

Migte neure diuel witen . Sog he be derne hunte. 
hu he dun come. 

Ne wu he dennede him . in Sat defte meiden. 
Marie bi name . Se him bar to manne frame. 


15 


B 


ij* 0 

o ure drigten ded was. 

*3 doluen also his wille was. 


iij\ 


In a ston stille he lai. 


25 



NATURA AQUILE 


til it kam fie dridde dai. 

His fader him filstnede swo. 
ftat he ros fro^dede t 5 o. 

vs to lif holden. 

wake?S so his wille is So hirde for his foide. 

He is hirde. we ben sep , Silden he us wille. 

If we heren to his word . Sat we ne gon nowor wille 


Natura aquile. 

K ItSen i wille fie ernes kinde. 

Also ic it o boke rede, 
wu he newetS his gutShede. 

hu he cumetS ut of elde. . 

SiSen hise limes arn unwelde. 

SiSen his bee is alto wrong. 

SitSen his | fligt is al unstrong. [f. 

3 his egen dimme. 

HereS wu he newetS him. 

A welle he seketS fiat spn'ngetS ai. 
bo fie bi nigt 3 bi dai. 
fier ouer he flegeS 3 up he te$. 
til ftat he fie heuene se$. 

$urg skies sexe 3 seuene. 
til he cumeS to heuene. 

So rigt so he cunne. 
he houetS in fie sunne. 
fie sunne swidetS al his fligt. 

3 oc it makers his egen brigt. 

Hise feftres fallen for fie hete. 

3 he dun mide to fie wete. 

Failed i n fiat welle grund. 

$er he wurdetS heil 3 sund. 

3 cumed ut al newe. 

Ne were his bee untrewe. 

His bee is get biforn wro ng. 
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XXL THE BESTIARY 


®og hise limes senden strong. 

Ne maig he tilen him no n fode. 

him self to none gode. 65 

®anne go® he to a ston. 

*3 he billets ®eron. 

BilletS til his bee biforn. 
haue® ®e wreng®e forloren. 

Si®en wi® his rigte bile. 70 

take® mete ®at he wile. 

Signiflcacio. 

A L is man so is tis ern. 
l wulde ge nu listen. 

Old in hise sinnes dern. 75 

or he bicume® cristen. 

3 tus he newe® hi m ®is man. 

6a;me lie nime® to kirke. 

Or he it bi®enken can. 

hise egen weren mirke. 80 

Forsaket ®ore satanas. 

3 ilk sinful dede. 

Take® hiw to ihmi crist. 
for he sal ben his mede„ 

Leue® on ure loue[r]d exist. 85 

3 lere® prestes lore. 

Of hise egen were® ®e mist. 

wiles he drecche® ®ore. 

His hope is al to godeward. 

3 of his luue he lere®. 99 

®at is te sunne sikerlike. 

®us his sigte he bete®. 


64. maig on nn erasure. 74. listlcn MS. 77. hi corr. but of hu 

Cis man Qanne he on an erasure. 80. This line in fainter brown ink. 83, 84. 
Taketi ... he on an erasure. 87. hise] i corr. out of p. 89, 90. is hope 

is . luue on an erasure : 1 . 90 originally began ha after luue a. 



NATURA SERPENTIS 


179 


Naked failed in tSe funt fat. 

3 cumeS ut al newe. 

buten alitel wat is tat. 95 

his muS is ^et untrewe. 

His muS is get wel unku'S. 

wi 5 pat^r nos/er 3 crede. 

Fare he nort$. er fare he su* 5 . 

leren he sal his nede. 100 

bidden bone to gode. 

3 tus his mutS rigten. 
tilen him so tSe sowles fode | 

tSurg grace off ure drigtin. [f. 5 r 

Natura Serper/tis. j a . 105 

• 

AN wirm is o vverlde . wel man it knowetS. 

I V Neddre is te name . tSus he him newetS. 

6'anne he is forbroken 3 forbroiden . 3 in his elde al forwurden. 
Fasteft til his fel him slakecS . ten daies fulle. 

frit he is lene 3 mainles 3 iuele mai gangen. no 

he crqaetS cripelande forft . his craft he tSus kitSetS. 

Sekeft a ston tSat a tSirl is on. 

Nanve buten he nedetS him . NimetS vnneftes tSurg, 

for his fel he tSer letetS . his fles fortS crepetS. 

walketS to tSe wat er ward . wile tSanne drinken. 115 

Oc he spewetS or al tSe uenim. 

ftat i n his brest is bred . fro his birde time. 

drinketS sitSen inog . 3 tus he him newetS. 

ij a . 

© anne tSe neddre is of his hid naked. iao 

3 bare of his brest atter. 

If he naked man se . ne wile he him nogt neggen. 

Oc he iletS fro him . als he fro fir sulde. 

io£. On an erasure, 122. neggen] the initial n on an erasure MS* 

N 2 
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XXL THE BESTIARY 


If he cloSed man se cof he waxeS. 

For up he rigtetS him redi to deren. ia 5 

to deren er to ded maken if he it muge forSen. 
wat if Se man war wurSe . 3 weren him *cunne, 
figteS wiS Sis wirm . 3 f[a]reS on him figtande. 

Sis neddre siSen he nede sal. 

makeS seld of his bodi . j sildeS his heued. 130 

litel hi m is of hise limes . bute he lif holde. 


[SignifiLcacio.] 

K nov cr/stene man . wat tu crfst higtest 
Atte kirke dure . Sar Su cnstned were. 
Su higtes to leuen on him . 3 hise lages luuien. 
to helden wit herte . Se bodes of holi k[i]rke. 

If Su hauest is broken. 

A 1 Su forbredes . forwurSes 3 forgelues. 

Eche lif to wolden . Elded art fro eche blis. 

So Sis wirm o werld is. 

Newe Se fordi . so Se neddre doS. 

It is te ned. 

Feste Se of stedefastnesse . 3 ful of Sewes. 

*3 help Se poure | men . Se gangen abuten. 

Ne deme Se nog[t] wurdi . Sat 'dure loken. 
up to Se heueneward. 

Oc walke wiS Se erSe mildelike among men. 
no mod Su ne cune . mod ne mannes vncost. 
oc swic of sineginge. 

3 bote bid tu Se ai . boSe bi nigt 3 bi dai. 

Sat tu milce mote hauen . of Sine misdedes. 

Sis lif bitokneS Se sti. 

Sat te neddre gangeS bi. 

3 tis is Se Sirl of Se ston. 

Sat tu salt Surg gon. 

Let Sin filSe fro Se . so Se wirm his fel doS. 


135 


140 


[f f)V 

'45 


150 


155 



NATURA FORMICE 


Go Su San to godes hus . Se godspel to heren. 

Sat is soule driwk . sinnes quenching. 

Oc or sei Su in scrifte . to Se prest sinnes tine. 

feg Se Sus of Si brest 'filde . 3 feste Se forSward. t6o 

fast at tin herte . Sat tu firmest higtes. 

Sus art tu ging *j newe. 
forSward be Su trewe. 

NedeS Se Se deuel nogt . for he ne mai Se deren nogt. 

0^ he fleS fro Se . so neddre fro dt nakede. 165 

On Se cloSede Se neddre is cof . 3 te deuel cliuer on sinnes. 

Ai Se sinfule bisetten he wile. 

3 wiS al mankin 
he haueS niS 3 win. 

wat if he leue haue of ure heuen louerd. 170 

for to deren us . So he ure eldere or dede. 
do we Se bodi in Se bale . 3 bergen Se soule. 

Sat is ure heued geuelic . helde we it wurSlic. 


Natura formice. 


D e mire is magti . mikel ge swinkeS. 

In sum^r j in softe weder . So we 'ofte' sen hauen. 
In Se heruest . hardilike gangeS. 

3 renneS rapelike . 3 resteS hire seldum. 

3 fecheS hire fode . Ser ge it mai finden. 
gaddreS ilkines sed. 
boSen of wude j of wed. 

Of corn 3 of gres. 

Sat ire to hauen es. 

haleS to hire 'hole' . Sat siSen hire helpeS. 

Sar ge wile ben winter | agen. [f. 6 

caue ge haueS to crepen in . Sat winter hire ne derie. 


160. segHe MS. 
lower margin MS. 


176. ofte added in margin MS. 


184. hole added on 
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XXL THE BESTIARY 


Mete i tt hire hule Cat . Cat ge muge biliuen. 

Cus ge tileC Car wiles ge time haueC. 
so it her telleC. 

oc finde ge Ce wete . corn Cat hire qwemfeC. i 0o 

A1 ge forleteC Cis oCer seC Cat ic er seide. 

Ne bit ge nowt de barlic beren abuten. 

oc suneC it q sakeC forC . so it same were. 

get is wund<?r of Cis wirm . more Canne man weneC. 

Ce corn Cat ge to caue bereC . al get bit otwinne. 195 

Cat it ne forwurCe . ne waxe hire fro. 
er ge it eten wille. 


Significacio. 

TJ\e. mire muneC us mete to tilen. 

xis Long liuenoCe Cis little wile. 200 

Ce we on Cis werld wunen. 
for Canne we of wenden . Canne is ure winter, 
we sulen hunger hauen . 3 harde sures. 
buten we ben war here. 

do we forCi. so doC Cis der , Canne be we derue. 205 

On Cat dai Cat dom sal ben . Cat it ne us harde rewe. 

Seke we ure Hues fod . Cat we ben siker Cere. 

So Cis wirm in winter is . Can ge ne tileC nu/wmore. 

Ce mire suneC Ce barlic Canne arfint te wete. 

Ce olde lage we ogen to sunen . Ce newe we hauen mote;/. 310 
Ce com Cat ge to caue bereC . all ge it bit otwinne. 

Ce lage us lereC to don god . 3 forbedeC us sinne. 

It be/ us er^/iche bodes . q bekned euelike. 

It fet Ce licham j te gost . oc nowt 0 geuelike. 

vre louerd cr/st it lene us Cat his lage us fede. 215 

nu ] o domesdei . 3 tanne we hauen nede. 

188. Space before tiar\ ft rubricated and red afterwards erased MS. 211. 

de com on an erasure. 313. ben MS. ebriche MS. 2! 6. we on 

an erasure. 



NATURA CERUI 

Natura cerui. 

T\e hert hauetS kindes two. 

JlL/ 3 forbisnes oc al so. 

183 

tSus it is on boke set. 

Cat man clepetS fisiologet. 

He dragetS fie neddre of de ston. 
tSurg his nese up on on. 
of fie stoc er of fie ston. 

220 

for it wile tSerunder gon. 

sweletS it wel swifte. 
tSerof him brinnetS sitSen. 
of Sat attrie Sing. 

225 

witSinnen he | hauetS brenniwg. 

[f. 6 v 

he lepetS tSanne witS mikel list. 

2 30 

of swet water he hauetS Srist. 
he drinketS water gredilike. 
til he is ful wel sikerlike. 

Ne hauetS ‘Sat uenim no;/ migt. 

• 

to deren him sitSen no;/ wigt. 
oc he werpetS er hise homes, 
in wude er in tSornes. 

-] gingid him tSus ftis wilde der. 

So ge hauen nu lered her. 

3 35 

Signiflcac/o. prima. 

A lie we atter dragen off ure eldere. 
jljL tSe broken drigtinnes word < 5 urg tSe 
tSerfturg hauetS mankin. 
botSen nitS j win. 

240 

neddre. 

^olsipe. j giscing. 
giu^rnesse j wissing. 
pr/de j ouerwene. 
swile atter i mene. 

Ofte we brennen in mod. 

• 

245 

236. er on an erasure. 244. After win, a letter erased, 

on an erasure. 

245. kolsipc , with 
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3 wurden so we weren wod. 
Sanne we Sus brennen. 
bihoueS us to rennen. 
to crfstes quike welle. 

'Sat we ne gon to helle. 
drinken his wissing. 
it quenchet ilc siniging. 
forwerpen pride euril[c] del. 
so hert doS hise homes, 
gingen us tus to godeward. 

3 gemen us siSen forSwarS. 


Natz/ra. ij a . 

T~\e hertes hauen anoSer kinde. 
X / Sat us og alle to ben minde. 
Alle he arn off one mode. 

For if he fer fetchen fode. 

3 he ouer water ten. 
wile non at nede oSer fien. 

Oc on swimmeS bi forn. 

•3 alle Se odre folegen. 

weSer so he swimmeS er he wadeS 

Is no7/ at nede Sat oSer lateS. 

Oc leigeS his ski«bon. 
on oSres lendbon. ^ 
gef him Sat biforn teS. 

Bilimpes for to tirgen. 

Alle Se oSre curnen mide. 

■3 helpen him for to her[t]ien. 
beren him of Sat wat er grund 
up to Se lond al heil 3 sund. 

3 forSen here nede. 

Sis wune he hauen hem bi twen 
Sog he an hundred to giddre ben. 


350 


a 55 


260 


265 


270 


275 


280 


256. ilc siniging on an erasure. 


277. hericn MS. 



NATURA WULPIS 


Signified^. ij a . 

D e hertes costes we ogen to munen. 

Ne og ur non jSer to sunen. 
oc eurilc luuen oSer. 
also he were his broder. 
wurSen stedefast his | wine, 
ligten him of his birdene. 
helpen him at his nede. 
god giueS Ser fore mede. 
we sulen hauen heuenriche. 
gef we bftwixen us ben briche. 

Sus is ure louerdes lage luuelike to fillen. 

her of haue we mikel ned . 'Sat we Sar wiS ne dillen. 


185 

^85 

[f. 7 r 

29O 

295 


Natura Wulpis. 

A wilde der is . Sat is ful of fele wiles. 

fox is hire to name . for hire queSsipe. 
husebondes hire haten . for hire harm dedes. 

Se coc 3 te capun. 300 

ge feccheS ofte in Se tun. 

3 te gandre 3 te gos. 

bi Se necke 3 bi Se nos. 

haleS is to hire hole . for Si man hire hatieS. 

hatien 3 hulen . boSe men 3 fules. 305 

ListneS nu a wund^r . Sat tis der doS for hunger. 

goS o felde to a furg . 3 falleS Sarinne. 

In eried lond er in erSchine . forto bilirten fugeles. 

Ne stereS ge nogt of Se stede a god stund deies. 

oc dareS so ge ded were . Ne drageS ge now onde. 310 

Se rauen is swiSe redi . weneS Sat ge rotieS. 

3 oSre fules hire fallen bi . For to winnen fode. 

285 .* to sunen on an erasure. 293. ben twixen MS. 300. tie coc 

on an erasure. 304. eO is to on an erasure. 308. erSchine] erSc on an 

erasure. 
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derflike wiSuten dred . he wenen Sat ge ded be®, 
he wullen on ®if foxes fel . j ge it wel fele®. 
ligtlike ge lepe® up . 3 lette® hem sone. 315 

gelt hem here billing , 

ra®e wi® illing. 

tetogge® 3 tetire® hem . mid hire te® sarpe. 

Fret hire fille. 

j go® ®an ®er ge wille. 320 


Significaczo. 

T wifold forbisne in Sis der. 

to frame we mugen finden her. 
warsipe 3 wisedom. 
wi® deuel 3 wi® iuel man. 

®e deuel dere® dernelike. 

he lat he ne wile us nogt biswike. 

he lat he ne wile us Son non lo®. 

bringe® us in a sinne. 3 ter he us sloS. 
he bit us don ure bukes wille. 

Eten *3 drwken wiS unskil. 

3 in ure skemti«g. 
he do® raSc a foxing. | 

He billets one Se foxes fel. 
wo so telle® idel spel. 

3 he tire® on his ket. 
wo so him wi® sinne fet.v 
3 deuel geld swilk billing, 
wi® same 3 wi® sending. 

3 for his sinfule werk. 
lede® man to helle merk. 


325 


33 ° 


[f.yv 

335 


34 ° 


Significjrz'o. 

B e deuel is tus ®e [fox] ilik. 

mi® iuele breides 3 wi® swik. 
•] man also Se foxes name. 


345 


313. derjlike ] derjli on an erasure. 



NATURA ARANEE 


187 


arn wurSi to hauen same, 
for wo 'so' seieS oSer god. 

) SenkeS iuel on his mod. 
fox he is 3 feriH iwis. 

Se boo ne legeS nogt of Sis. 350 

So was herodes fox ^ flerd. 

So cr/st kam into Sis middelerd. 
he seide he wulde him leuen on. 

3 Sogte he wulde him fordon. 


Natara aran 46 . 355 

S eftes sop ure seppande . sene 'is' on werlde. 

leiSe 3 lodlike . Sus we it leuen. 
man'i'kines Sing, 
alle manne to wissiwg. 

Se spinn^re on hire [webbe] swidje] ge weveS. 360 

festeS atte hus rof . hire fodredes. 
o rof er on ouese . so hire is on elde. 
werpeS Sus hire web . 3 weueS on hire wise. 

Sanne ge it haueS al idigt . SeSen ge driueS. 

hitt hire in hire hole . oc ai ge it biholdeS. 365 

til Sat Ser fleges faren . 3 fallen Ser inne. 

wiSeren in Sat web . 3 wilen ut wenden. 

Sanne renneS ge rapelike . for ge is ai redi. 

nimeS anon to Se net . 3 nimeS hem Sere. 

bitterlike ge hem bit , 3 here bane wurSeS. 370 

drepeS 3 drinkeS here blod. 

doS ge hire no n oSer god. 

bute fret hire fille 

3 dareS siSen stille. 


346. Wurth'] 9 corr. out of another letter. 347. so added in margin. 354. 
c wulde on an erasure. 355. iranei MS. 357 . faldikc MS : after we 

erasure of one letter. 360. ,p inner e] inne on an erasure. weveti] veO on an 

erasure. 361. fo dredes MS. 363. werpetS] pe on an erasure. 
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Signiflcacio. 375 

B is wirm bitokneS Se man . Sat oSer bi's'wikeS. 

on stede er on stalle . stille tr lude. 
in mot er in market . er oni oSer wise, 
he him bit . Can he him bale selleS. 

3 he drinkeS his blod . wanne he him dreueS. 380 

3 $0 fr'e'teS hem al . 'San he him iuel werkeS. 


Natura cetegrandie. 

C ethegrande is a fis. 

Se moste 'Sat in water is. 

Sat tu | wuldest seien get. [f. 8 r 385 

gef Su it soge wan it flet. 

*Sat it were a neilond 
Sat sete 'one' Se se sond. 

Sis fis Sat is vnride. 

Sanne him hungreS he gapeS wide. 390 

vt of his Srote it smit an onde. 

Se swetteste Sing Sat is o londe. 

Ser fore oSre fisses to him dragen. 
wan he it felen he aren fagen. 

he cumen 3 houen in his muS. 395 

of his swike he am uncuS. 

Sis cete Sanne hise chauej£s lukeS. 

Sise fisses alle in sukeS. 

Se smale he wile Sus biswiken. 

Se grete maig he nogt bigripen. 400 

Sis fis wuneS wiS Se se gru;?d. 

3 liueS Ser eure heil 3 sund. 
til it cumeS Se time. 

Sat storm stireS al Se se. 

376. biswiketf^ ked on an erasure. 379. him : him both corr. out of hem. 

380. his on an erasure: him corr. out of hem. 381. frefeC] first e added by 

rubricator. 388. one substituted in margin for 0 deleted in text. 390. 

Before him , him deleted by rubricator. 397. fianne) C corr. out of d by 

rubricator. 



NATURA CETEGRANDJE 


189 

405 


Sanne sum^r 3 winter winnen. 
ne mai it wunen Ser inne. 

So droui is te sees grund. 
ne mai he tfmnen Ser tSat stund. 
oc stiret 5 up j houeS stille. 
wiles tSa/ weder is so file. 410 

tSe sipes Sat arn on se fordriuen. 
loS hem is ded j lef to liuen. 
biloken hem 3 sen Sis fis 
aneilond he wenen it is. 

Serof he aren swiSe fagen. 415 

^ mid here migt Sarto he dragen. 
sipes on festen. 

•j alle up gangen. 

Of ston mid stel in Se tunder. 
wel to brennen one Sis wunder. 
warmen hem wel 3 heten j drinken. 

Se fir he feleS j doS hem sinken. 
for sone he diueS dun to grunde. 
he drepeS hem alle wiSuten wunde. 

Significczczb. 

D is deuei is mikel wiS wil j magt. 

So witches hauen in here craft. 

He doS men hungren j hauen Srist. 
j mani oSer sinful list. 
tolleS men to him wiS his onde 
wo so him folegeS he findeS sonde. 

So arn Se little, in leue lage. 

Se mikle ne maig he to him dragen. 

Se mikle. i mene Se stedefast. 
in rigte leue. mid fles j g ast. 
wo so listneS deueles lore, 
on lejigSe it sal him rewen sore. 

410 . Car MS. 41 1 . fordriucji) driucn on an erasure. 416 . here ) re on 

an erasure. 423, 4 . diueC . . . wunde on an erasure. 


425 


43 ° 


435 
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wo so festeS hope on him. 
he sal him folgen to Chelle dim. | 

Natura Sirene. «> [f. 8 v 440 

I N $e se senden selcuSes manie. 

tSe mereman is a meiden ilike. 
on brest 3 on bodi . oc al ftus ge is bunden. 
fro tSc noule nitSerward . ne is ge no man like, 
oc fis to fuliwis mid finnes waxen. 445 

(Sis wunder wune <5 in wankel stede. 

fter ?Se water sinkeS. sipes ge sinketS . 3 scaSc Sus werketS. 
mirie ge singeS Sis mere . j haueS manie stefnes. 
manie 3 si lie. 

oc it ben wel ille. 450 

sipmen here steringe forgeten . for hire stefninge. 
flumeren j slepcn. 

to late waken. 

Se sipes sinken mitte suk. 

ne cumen he nummor up. 455 

Oc wise me;/ j warre. 
agen cunen chare. 

ofte am atbrosten . mid he[re] brest ouel. 
he hauen herd told of Sis mere . tSat tus unie mete, 
half man -3 half fis. „ 460 

sum Sing tokneft bi Sis. v 

Signiflcacio. 

F ele men hauen tSe tokni/zg. 
of tSis forbisnede Si[n]g. 

wiftuten weren wulues fel. 465 

wiftinnen am he wulues al. 
he speken godcundhede. 

■3 wikke is here dede. 


443. <?/... bunden on an erasure. 
taulue^ tv corr. out of p. 


451. sipmen here on an erasure. 465. 



NATURA ELEPHANTIS 


here dede is al vncuS. 
wi?S Sat spekeS here muS. 
twifold am on mode. 

a 

he sweren bi Se rode, 
bi Se sunne 3 bi Se mone, 

■3 he Se legen sone. 

mid here sage 3 mid here song. 

he Se swiken Ser imong. 

Sin agte wiS swiking 
Si soule witS lesing. 

Natwra elephantis. 

E lpes arn in Inde riche. 

on bodi borlic berges ilike. 
he togaddre gon o wolde 
so sep Sat cumen ut of folde. 
j behinden. he hem sampnen. 
Sanne he sulen oSre strenen. 

Oc he arn so kolde of kinde. 

Sat no golsipe is hem minde. 
til he noten of a gres. 

Se name is mandragores. 

SiSen he bigeten on. 

3 two ger he Ser mide gon. 

So g he Sre hundred ger. 
on werlde more Cwuneden her. | 
bigeten he neuermor non. 
so kold is hem siSen blod j bon. 
Sanne ge sal hire kindles beren. 
In water ge sal stonden. 

In water to mid side. 

Sat wanne hire harde tide. 

Sat ge ne falle niSer nogt. 

Sat is most in hire Sogt. 

For he ne hauen no liS. 

Sat he mugen risen wiS. 
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Hu he resteS him Sis der. 

Sanne he walkeS wide. 505 

herkne wu it telleS her. 

for he is al unride. 

A tre he sekeS to fuligewis. 

Sat is strong j stedefast is. 

-] leneS him trostl[i]ke Serbi. 510 

Sanne he is of walke weri. 

Se hunte haueS biholden Sis. 

Se hi m wille swiken. 
wor his beste wune is. 

to don hise willen. 515 

SageS Sis tre 3 under set. 

# o Se wise Sat he mai bet. 

■j hileS it wel Sat he it nes war 
Sanne he makeS Serto char. 

him seluen sit olon bihalt. 530 

weSer his gin him out biwalt. 

Sanne cumeS Sis elp unride. 

leneS him up on his side. 
slepeS bi Se tre in Se sadue. 

fallen boden so togaddn?. 525 

gef Ser is noman Sanne he falleS. 
he remeS 3 helpe calleS. - 
remeS reufulike on his wrac. 
hopeS he sal Surg helpe 'ri'sen. 

Sanne cumeS Ser on gangande. 530 

hopeS he sal him don ut standen. 

FikeS 3 fondeS al his migt. 
ne mai he it forSen no wigt. 

Ne canne San no« oSer. 

'oc' remeS mid his broSer. 535 

manie 3 mikle cume Ser 'se'cande. 
wenen him on stalle maken. 

521. hiivarlt MS. 529. risen'] sisen MS., ri in margin. 535. or] 0 

MS., oc in margin 536. sacande MS., se in margin 
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oc for ®e helpe of hem alle. 
ne mai he cumen so or* stalle. 
®anne remen he alle a rero. 
so homes blast. o®er belles drem. 
For here mikle remi«g. 
rennande cume® a gungling. 
ra®e to him lute®, 
his snute him under pute®. 

3 mitte helpe of hem alle. 

®is elp he reisen on stalle. 

1 tus | atbrested ®is huntes breid. 
o®e wise ®at ic haue gu seid. 


signiflcao/o. 

© us fel adam ®urg a tre. 

vre firste fader ®at fele we. 

Moyses wulde him reisen. 
migte it no wigt for®en. 

After him pr<?phetes alle. 
migte her non him maken on stalle. 
on stalle iseie. ®er he er stod. 
to hauen heuenriche god. 

He suggeden 3 sorgeden. 3 weren in ®ogi. 
wu he migten him helpen ovt. 

®o remeden he alle onder steuene. 
alle hege up to ®e heuene. 
for here care. 3 here calling, 
hem cam to cn'st heuen king, 
he ®e is ai in heuene mikel. 
wur® her man 3 tus was litel. 
drowing ®olede in ure manhede 
j tus adam 'he' under gede. 
reisede him up 3 x al' man kin. 

• ®at wa£ fallen to helle dim. 

552. firstc\fir on an erasuie. 567. him in margin MS. 
in margin MS. 569. al added in margin MS. 


568. 


540 


r 45 

[f. 9 v 

55 ° 


555 


560 


5 6 5 


570 
he added 


HALL 


o 
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Natura turturis. 

I N boke is Be turlres lif . writen o rime 

\vu lagelike . ge holdeB luueal hire lifetime, 
gef ge ones make hauetS . fro him ne wile ge siSen. 
muneB wimmen hire lif . ic it wile gu reden. 57 $ 

bi hire make ge sit onigt . o dei ge goB 3 flegeB. 
wo so seit he sundren ovt . i seie Bat he legeB. 

Oc if hire make were ded 3 ge widuc wore. 

Banne flegeB ge one 3 fare® . non oBer wile ge more. 

buten one goB . 3 one sit. 580 

■3 hire olde luue abit. 

In herte haueB hi m nigt 3 dai. 
so he were oliue ai. 

Signifioacfo. 

L ist ilk le/Tul man her to . 3 herof ofte reche. 585 

vre sowle atte kirke dure . ches hire crisl to meche. 
he is ure soule spuse luue we him wiB migte. 

3 wende we neurc fro him ward . be dai ne be nigte. 

Bog he be fro ure sigte faren be we him alle trewe. 

non oBer louerd ne leue we . ne non | luue newe. [f. 10 r 590 

leue we tSat he liueB ai up on heqen riche. 

3 BeBen he sal cumen eft . 3 ben us alle briche. 

for to demen alle men . oc nout on- geuelike. 

hise loBe men sulen to helle fareif . hise leue to his riche. 

Natura pantere. 595 

P anter is an wilde der. 

Is non faireie on werlde her. 
he is blac so bro of qual. 
mitS wite spottes sawen al. 

wit 3 trendled als a wel. 600 

3 v itt' bicumeB him swiBe wel. 
wor so he wuneB Bis panter. 

585. Us ful MS. 593. to demon on an erasure. 601. itt added in margin- 
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he fedeS him al mid oSer <ler. 
of So Se he wile he nimeS Se cul. 

•j fet him wel til he is ful. 605 

In his hole siSfcn stille. 
tSrc dages he slepen wille. 

San after Se Sridde dai. 

he riseS 3 remeS lude so he mai. 

ut of his Srole cumeS asmeh 6 jo 

mid his rem forS oueral. 

Sat ouer cumeS haliweie. 
wiS swetnesse. [ic 1 it gu seie 
j al Sat eure smelleS swete. 

be it drie be it wete. 613 

For Se swetnesse off his onde. 

wor so he walkeS o londe. 

wor so he walked, er wor so he wuneS. 

Ilk der Se him hereS to him cumeS. 
j folegeS him up one Se wold. 620 

for Se swetnesse Se ic gu haue told. 

Se dragunes one ne stiren nout. 
wiles te panter remeS ogl. 
oc daren stille in here pit. 

als so he weren of dede offrigt. 625 

Signiflcac/o. 

C Rist is tokned Surg Sis der. 

wos kinde we hauen told gu her. 
for he is faier ouer alle men. 

so euen sterre o'uer' erSe fen. 630 

ful v wel' he taunede his luue to man. 
wan he Surg 'holi' spel him wan. 
j longe he lai her i n an hole, 
wel him dat he it wulde Solen. 

• Sre daiGs slep he al on on. 635 

619. Before to him> to him deleted MS. 630. ouer] ueri n margin MS. 

631. wel in margin MS. 632. holi in margin MS. 


O 2 
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tSanne he ded was in blod *3 bon. 
vp he ros 3 remede iwis. 
of helle pine of heuene blis. 

3 steg to heuene vuewest. * 

Ser wunetS wiS | fader 3 holi gast. 

Amonges men a swete [Sjinel. 
he let her of his holi spel. 
wortSurg we mugen folgen him. 
i n to his godcundnesse fin. 
j Sat wirm ure wiSerwine. 
wor so of godes word if dine, 
ne dar he stiren. ne noman deren 
t$er wile he lage *3 luue beren. 

Natura columbe. 3 signifies/#. 

E culuer haueft costes gode. 650 

alle wes ogen to hauen in mode, 
seuene costes in hire kinde. 
alle it ogen to ben us minde. 
ge ne hauetS in hire now galle. 

simple j softe be we alle. O55 

ge ne liuetS nogt bi lagt. 

lie robbinge do we of h&z. 

tSe wirm ge letetS -3 liueft bi tie sed. 

of cristes lore we hau^P ned. 

witS otSre briddes ge dot!) as moder. 66 

so og ur ilk to don wi$ ofter. 
woning *3 groning if lie hire song, 
bimene we us. we hauen don wrong. 

In water ge is wis of heuekes come. 

•3 we in boke wi$ deules nome. 66.^ 

In hole of ston ge make$ hire nest. 

In cristes milce ure hope is best. 

637. i wis] in wif MS. 639. vucntsL MS. 640. t holi gast on an erasure. 
656. bilagt MS. 657* hat\ hue MSS. 661. Before ilk a letter erased : / corr 
out of h , 
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XXII. GENESIS AND EXODUS 

Joseph and his Brethren 


xii. ger or ysaac was dead. 

Jacobes sunes deden un red. 

F Or sextene ger ioseph was old 
Quane he was in to egipte sold. 
He was iacobes gunkeste sune. 

Brictest of wa s/me and of witter wune. 
If he sag hise bretSere mis faren. 

His fader he it gan vn hillen j baren. 
He wulde 'Sat he sulde hem ten. 
tSat he wel tSewed sulde ben. 
fortSi wexem witS [him] gret nitS. 

And hate for it in ille licS. 
tSo wex her hertes mtSful j bold. 
Qwanne he hem adde is dremes told. 
tSat is handful stod rigt up soren. 

And here it leigen alle hem bi foren. 
And sunne 3 mone 3 sterres ,xi°. 
WurtSeden him witS frigti luue. 
tSo seide his fader hu mai tSis sen. 
tSat tSu salt tSus wurtSed ben. 

■Sat tSine bretSere and ic j she. 
tSat tSe bar sulen Iuten tSe. | 
tSus he chidden hem bi twen. 
tSoge tShogte iacob sitSe it sulde ben. 
Hise bretSere kepten at sichem. 
Hirdnesse 3 iacob to sen hem. 
sente ioseph to dalen ebron. 

And he was redi his wil to don. 


L f - 37 


5 


10 


15 


20 


If. 38 r 
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Jn sichem feld ne fond e h em nogt. 

Jn dotaym he fond hem sogt. 

He knewen hi m fro feren kumen. 

Hate hem on ros in herte numefl. 

Swilc nitS 3 hate ros hem on. 

He redden alle him for to slon. 

Nai qwad ruben slo we him nogt. 

OtSer sinne may ben wrogt. 

Q//at so him drempte tSor qz/iles he slep. 
Jn Sis risternesse old and dep. 

Get wurtS c worpen naked and cold. 
Qwat so his dremes owen a wold. 
tSis dede was don wid herte sor. 

Ne wulde ruben nogt drechcn tSor. 

He gede and sogte an otSer stede. 

His erue in bettre lewse he dede. 

Vdas dor qz/iles gaf hem red. 

tSat was fulfill of derne sped. 

fro galaad men wi<5 chafare 

Sag he tSor kumen wid spices ware. | 

To warde egipte he gunne ten. 

Judas tagte hu it sulde ben. 

Joseph solde tSe bretSere ten. 
for .xxx. plates to tSe chapmen. 

Get wast bettre he tSinf" was sold, 
dan he tSor storuc in here wold. 

JP\an 17/ ben cam ftider a gen. 
xlx to ftat cisternesse he ran to sen. 
He missed Joseph and Shogte swem. 
Wende him slagen set up an rem. 

Nile he blinnen swilc sorwe him cliued. 
Til him he sweren t$at he liued. 
tfo nomen he tSe childes srud. 
tSe iacob hadde madim in prud. 
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Jn kides blod he wenten ir. 
fSo was Soron an rewli lit. 

Sondere men he it leiden on. 

And senten it # iacob \n to ebron. 

And shewed it hiw. and boden hbv sen. 
Jf his childes wede it migte ben. 

Senten him bode he funden it. 

“So iacob sag dal sori writ. 

He gret and seide <5at wilde der. 

Hauen min sune swolgen her. 

His clones rent in haigrc srid. 

Long grot and sorge is him bi tid. | 

His sunes comen him to sen. 

And hertedin him if it migte ben. 

Nai nai qwat he helped it nogt. 

Mai non hertiwg on me ben wrogt. 
ic sal ligten till helle dale. 

And groten Sor min sunes bale. 
tSor was in helle a sundri stede 
Wor tSe seli folc reste dede. 
tSor he stunden til helpe cam. 

Til imi crist fro 'Seden hem nam. 
tSe chapmen skinden here fare. 

Jn to egipte ledden t>at ware. 

Wi<S putifar tie kinges stiward. 

He maden swi$e bigetel forward. 

So michel fe $or is hem told. 

He hauen him bogt he hauen sold. 
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And haued dempt iosep to bale. 

He bad ben sperd [him] fast[e] dun. 

And holden harde \n prisun. 

An litel stund q//ile he was $er. 95 
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So gan him luuen Se przsuner. 

And Y\\m de chartre haueS bitagt. 

WiSSo pnsunes to liuen i n hagt. 

Or for misdede or for on sagen. * 

Sor woren to Sat prz'sun dragen. 

On Sat Se kinges kuppe bed. .C. 

And on Se made Se kinges bred. 

Hem drempte dremes boSen onigt. 

And he wuiSen swiSe sore ofrigt. 

Joseph hem seruede Sor onsel. 

At here drink and at here mel. 

He herde hem mz/rnen. he freinde forqwat. 
Harde dremes ogen a wold Sat. 

So seidc he to Se butuler. 

Tel me Sin drem mi broSer her. | 

QaeSer so it wurSe softe or strong. 

Se reching wurS on god bi long. 

M e drempte ic stod at a wintre. C 

Sat adde waxen buges Sre. 

Orest it blomede and siSen bar. 

Se beries ripe wurS ic war. 

Se kinges [cuppe] ic hadde on hond. 

Se beries Sor inne me Shugte ic wrong. 

And bar it drinken to phajaon. 

Me drempte als ic wastjvune to don. 

G ood is qwaS joseph to dremcn of win. 

heilnesse an blisse is Serin. 

Sre daies ben get for to cumen. 

Su salt ben ut of pr/'sun numen. 

And on Sin offiz set agen. 

Of me Su Shenke San it sal ben. 

Bed min herdne to pharaon. 

Sa ic ut of pr/sun wurSe don. 
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for ic am stolen of kinde lond. 

And her wrigteleslike holden in Lond. 

Q uaS tSis bred wrigte liSeS nu me. <T 

w w me dfempte ic bar bread *epes Sre. 

And Sor in bread and oSer meten. 

Qwilke ben wune Se kinges to eten. 

And fugeles hauen Sor on lagt. 

Sor fore ic am in sorge and hagt. | 
for ic ne migte me nogt weren. 

Ne Sat mete fro hem beien. 

M e wore leuere quad Joseph. 41 

Of eddi dremes reehen swep. 

Su salt after Se Sridde dei. 

ben do on rode weila wei 

And fugeles sulen Si fleis to teren. 

Sat sal non agte mugen Se weren. 

SoS wurS so ioseph seide Sat. 

Sis buteler joseph sonc for gat. 

Two ger siSen was joseph sperd. 

Sor in przsun wiSuten erd. 

D o drempte pharaon king a drem. No 1, 

Sat he stod bi Se flodes strem. 

And Seden ut comen .vii. neet. 

Eu^rilc wel swiSe fet and gret. 

And .vii. lene after So. 

Se deden Se .vii. fette wo. 

Se lene hauen Se fette freten. 

Sis drem ne mai Se king forgeten. 

An oSer drem cam him hi foren. 

.vii. eares wexen fette of coren. 

On an busk ranc and wel tidi. 

And .vii. lene rigt Sor bi. 

Welkede and smale 3 drugte numen. 

Se ranc he hauen So ou^rcumen. | 

To samen it smiten and on a stund. 

Se fette Srist hem to So grund. 
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Se king abraid and woe in Shogt. 165 

Ses dremes swep ne wot he nogt. 

Ne was non so wis man i n al his lond. 

Se kude vn don Sis dremes bond. 1 
$0 him biShogte Sat buteler. 

Of Sat him drempte in pr/sun Ser. 170 

And of ioseph in Se prisun. 

And he it tolde Se king pharaun. 

Joseph was sone in prisun So .rogt. 

And shauen 3 clad 3 to hi m brogt. 

Se king hi m bad ben hardi 3 bold. 175 

Jf he can rechen Sis dremes wold. 

He told him q«at him drempte o nigt. 

And iosep rechede his drem wei rigt. 

Sis two dremes boSen ben on. 

God wile Se tawnen king pharaon. 180 

So .vij. ger ben get lo cumen. 

Jn al fulsum hed sulen it ben numen. 

And .vij. oSere sulen after ben. 

Sori and nedful men sulen is sen. 

Al Sat Sise first .vii. maken. 185 

Sulen Sis oSere vii. rospen raken. 

Jc rede Se king nu her bi foren. 

To maken laSes and gadere/* coren. | 

Sat Sin folc ne wurS vndar numen. [f. 421 

Q**an So hungri gere ben forScumen. 190 

King pharaon listnede hise red. 

Sat wurS him siSen sell sped. 

He bi tagte iosep his ring. 

And his bege of gold for wurSing. 

And bad him al his lond bi sen. 195 

And under him hegest for to ben. 

And bad him welden in his bond. 

His folc and agte 3 al his lond. 
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So was vnder him Sanne putifar. 

And his wif Sat hem so to bar. 200 

Josep to wiuc his dowter nam 
OSer is nu Van ear bi cam. 

And ghe Ser him two childer bar. 

Or men wurS of Sat hunger war. 

first manassen and efFraym. 205 

He luueden god he geld it hem. 

Se .vii. fulsuw geres farea. 

Josep cuSe him bi foren waren. 

San coren wantede in oSer loncb 

So [was] ynug vnder his hond. 21 r 

H vnger wex in load chanaan. 

And his x. sunes iacob for San. 

Sente in to egipt to bringen coren. 

He bilef at horn Se was gungest boren. | 

Se .x. comen for nede sogt. |_f. 42 v 215 

To josep and *he ne knewen him nogt. 

And Sog he lutten him frigtilike. 

AnS seiden to him mildelike. 

We ben sondes for nede driuen. 

To bigen coren Sor bi to liuen. 220 

Josep hem knew al in his Shogt 

Als he let he knew hem nogl. €T. 

Jt semet wel Sat ge spies ben. 

And in to Sis lond cumen to sen. 

And cume ge for non oSer Sing. 225 

but for to spien ur lord Se king. 

Nai he seiden eu^/ilc on. 

Spies were we neu^r non. 

Oc alle we ben on faderes sunen. 

For hunger doSes hider cumen. 230 

Oc nu ic wot ge spies ben. 

for hi gure bering men mai it sen. 
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Hu sulde on man poure forgeten. 
swilke and so manige sunes bigeten. 
for selduw bi tid self ani king?, 
swilc men to sen of hise ofspring^. * 

A lou^rd merci get is t$or on. 

migt he nogt fro his fader gon. 
He is gungest hoten beniamin. 
for we ben alle of ebrisse kin. | 

Nu bi Se feiS ic og to king pharaon. 
sule ge nogt alle e$en gon. 

Til ge me bringen beniamin. 

$a gungeste broker of guve kin. 

For '(So was josep sore fordred. 
tSat he wore oc tShurg hem for red. 
He dede hem binden and leden dun. 
And speren faste in his prisun. 

$e Sridde dai he let hem gon. 

Al but fte ton broker symeon. 
tSis symeon bi lef $or in bond. 

To wedde under josepes hond. 

<5es otSere breftere sone on on. 

Token leue and wenten horn. 

And sone he weren tSeden went. 

Wei sore he hauen hem bijnent. 

And seiden hem San So<f" d\ twen. 
Wrigtful we in sorwe ben. 
for we sinigeden quWum or 
On hure broker michil mor. 
for we werneden him merci. 

Nu drege we sorge al for tSi. 

Wende here non it on his mod. 

Oc Josep al it under stod. 

J osepes men $or qwiles deden. 

Al so, Josep hem adde beden. | 
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tSo bretSere seckes hauen be filr. [f. 43 v 

And in euerilc tSe silver pilt. 
tSat tSor was paid for tv* coren 

And bunden®tSe mutSes tSor biforen. 270 

Oc Se bretSere ne wiste« it nog!. 

Hu tSis dede wurt>e wrogt. 

Oc alle he weren over tSogt. 

And hauen it so to iacob brogt. 

And tolden him so of he,*e sped. 275 

And al he it listnede in frigtihed. 

And q/*an men t$o seckes tSor un bond 
And in $e coren tSo agtes fond. 

Alle he woren tSann<? sori ofrigt. 

Jacob tSus him bi menetS o rigt. 280 

Wei michii sorge is me bi cumen. 

tSat min two childre aivn me for name;/. 

Of josep wot ic ending non. 

And bondes ben leid on symeon. 

Jf ge beniamin fro me don. 285 

Dead and sorge me segetS on. 

Ai sal beniamin witS me bi lewen. 
tSor qwiles ic sal on werlde liuen. 
tSo qwatS iudas us sal ben hard 

Jf we no holden him non forward 290 

W ex derke tSis coren is gon. 

Jacob eft bit hem faren agon. | 

Oc he ne duren tSe weie cumen in ( f. 441 

but ge witS us senden beniamin. 

tSo q«atS he q«an it is ned. 295 

And [non] ne can no bettre red. 

BeretS dat silu<?r hoi agon. 
tSat hem tSor of ne wante non. 

And otSer siluer tSor bi foren. 

forth bigen witS otSer coren. 300 
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fruit and spices of dere pris. 

Bereft Sat man ftat is so wis. 

God hunne him eftimod us ben. 

And sende me min childre agen. • 
So nomen he forft weie rigt. 

Til he ben cumen iw to egypte ligt. 
And qwanne Josep hem alle sag. 

Kinde fthogt i n his herte was. 

He bad his stiward gerken is meten. 
He seide he sulden wift him alle eten. 
He ledde hem alle to Josepes biri. 

Her non hadden So loten miri. 

Louml he seiden fto eu^rilc on. 

Gur silmrr is gu brogt agon. 

}t was in ure seckes don. 

Ne wiste ur non gilt ftoron. 

Beft nu stille qz/ad stiward 
for ic nu haue min forward | 
ftor cam ftat bro'fter symeon. 

And kiste is breftere on and on. 

Wei fagen he was of here come 
for he was numen ftor to nome. 

Jt was vndren time or more. 

Om cam ftat riche lou<?rd Sore. 

And al fto briftere of frigjfP mod 
fcllen bi forn ftat loumi is fot. 

And bedden him riche present, 
ftat here fader hi[m] adde sent. 

And he leuelike it under stod. 
for alle he weren of kinde blod. 

L Jueft q«ad he ftat fader get. 

4 ftat ftus manige sunes bi gat. 
louzrd he seiden get he liueft. 

Wot ic ftor non ftat he ne biueft. 
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And Sis is gunge beniamin. 

Hider brogt after bode word Sin. 

So josep sag him Sor hi foren. 

Bi fader 3 moder broSer boren. 

Him ou<?rwente his herte on on. 

Kinde luue gan hi m ou^rgon. 

Sone he gede ut and stille he gret. 
Sat al his wlite wurS teres weL. 

After Sat grot he zt»eis is wliten. 

And cam San in and bad hem eten. | 
He dede hem wassen him bi foren. 
And sette hem as he weren boren. 
Get he Shogte of his fuderes wunes. 
Hu he sette at Se mete hise sunes. 

Of euerilc sonde of eu^rilc win. 
most and best he gaf beniamin. 

Jn fulsu/// hed he wurSen glaSe. 

Josep ne Soht Sor of no scaSe. 

Oc it him likede swiSe wel. 

And hem lerede and tagte wel. 

And hu he sulden hem best leden. 
Quane he comen in vnkinde Seden. 
And al Se bettre sule ge speden. 

Jf ge wilen gu wiS treweiSe leden. 

Eft on morwen q«an it was dai 
Or or Se breSere ferden a wei. 

Here seckes woren alle filt wiS coren. 
And Se siluer Sor in bi foren. 

And Se seek Sat agte beniamin. 
Josepes cuppe hid was Sor in. 

And qwuan he weren ut tune went. 
Josep haueS hem after sent. 

Sis sonde hem ou^rtakeS raSe. 
And'bicalleS of harme and scaSe. 
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Vn seli men, quzt haue ge don. 

Gret vnselSehe is gu cumen on. | 370 

for is it nogt min lord forholen. [f. 45 V 

Sa gure on haueS is cuppe stolen « 

S[o] seiden Se breSere sikerlike. 

Vp qwam Su it findes witterlike. 

He slagen [be] and we agen driuen. 375 

Jn to Sraldom eu^rmor to liuen. 

He gan hem ransaken on and on. 

And fond it Sor sone anon. 

And nam So breSere eueri\k on. 

And ledde hem sorful a gon. 380 

And brogte hem bi for iosep. 

Wid reweli lote and sorwe and wep. 

'So q«at iosep ne wiste ge nogt. 

Sat ic am o wol witter Sogt. 

Mai nogt longe me ben forholen. 385 

Q*/at so eiure on londe wurS stolen. 

Lou^rd qaad judas do wiS me. 

Qwatso Si wille on werlde be. 

WiS San Sat Su friSe beniamii* 

ic ledde ut on trewthe min. 390 

Sat he sulde ef cumen agen 
to hise fader and wiS him ben. 

So cam iosep swilc rewSi^upon. 
he dede halle ut Se toSere gon. 

And spac uneSes, so e gret. 395 

Sat alle hise wlite wurS teres wet. | 

Jc am iosep dredeS gu nogt. [f. 46 r 

for gure helSe or hider brogt. 

Two ger ben nu Sat derke is cumen. 

Get sulen .v. fulle ben numen. 400 

Sat men ne sulen sowen ne sheren. 

So sal drugte Se feldes deren. 
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Rape’S gu to min fader a gen. 

And seiS him qwilke min blisses ben. 

And doS him to me cumen hider. 

And ge and 'gure orf al to gider. 

Of lewse god in lond gersen. 
sulen ge sundri riche ben. 

Euerilc he kiste. on ilc he gret. 

He here was of is teres wet. 

S one it was king pliaraon kid. 

Hu Sis newe tiding wurS bi tid. 

And he was bliSe in herte fa gen. 

Sat Josep wulde him Sider dragen. 
for luue of Josep migte he timen. 

He bad cartes and waines nimen 
And fechen wiues and childre and men. 
And gaf hem Sor al lond gersen. 

And het hem Sat he sulden hauen. 

More and bet San he kude crauen. 

Josep gaf ilc here twinne srud. 

Beniamin most he made prud. | 
fif weden best bar beniamin. 

Sre hundred plates of sillier fin. 

Al so fele oSre Sor til. 

He bad ben in is faderes wil. 

And .x. asses wiS seines fest. 

Of alle egiptes welShe best. 

Gaf he is breSere wiS herte bliSe. 

And bad hem rapen hem homward swiSe, 
And he so deden wiS herte fagen. 

Toward here fader he gunen dragen. 

And qz^ane he comen him bi foren. 

Ne wiste he nogt qwat he woren. 

Louerd he seiden Israel. 

Josep" Sin sune greteS Se wel. 
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And sendeS Se bode Sat he liueS. 
A1 egiple in his wil cliueS. 

Jacob a braid and trewed it nogt. 
Til he sag al Sat welSe brogt. * 
Wei me q//aS he wel is me wel. 

Sat ic aue abiden Sus swil sel. 

And ic sal to min sune fare. 

And sen or ic of werlde chare. 
Acob wente ut of lond chanaan. 
And of is kinde wel manie a man. 
Josep wel faire him vnder stod. 

And pharaon Sogte it ful good. | 
for Sat he weren hirde men. 

He bad hem ben in lond gersen. 
Jacob was brogt bi foren Se king, 
for to geuen him his bliscing. 
fader dere qwaS pharaon. 
hu fele ger be Se on. 

An hundred ger and .xxx. mo. 
Haue ic her drogen in werlde wo. 
So g SinkeS me Sor offen fo. 

Sog ic is haue drogen in wo. 
siSen ic gan on werlde ben. 

Her vten erd man kin bi Iwen. 

So Sinked eumlc wis[e] man. 

Se wot qworof man kin bigan. 

And Se of adames gilte muneS 
Sat he her utcn herdes wuneS. 

P haraon bad him wurSen wel. 

in softe reste and seli mel. 
Him and hise sunes in reste dede. 
Jn lond gersen on sundri stede 
SiSen Sor was mad on scite. 

Se was yoten Ramese. 
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Jacob on Hue wunede bor 
Jn reste fulle .xiiij. ger. 

And god him let bi foren sen. 

Qwilc time hfse ending sulde ben. j 

He bad iosep hise leue sune. [f. 47 v 475 

On bhing bat off e wel mune. 
bat qua.n it wurb mid him don. 

He sulde him birien in ebron. 

And witterlike he it aueb hi m seid. 

be stede bor abraham was leid. 480 

So was him lif to wurben leid. 

Qwuor ali gast stille hadde seid. 

Him and hise eldere. fer ear bi foren. 

Q/mor iesu crist wulde Den boren. 

And qwuor ben dead and q/aior ben grauen 485 

He dogt witS hem reste to hauen. 

Josep swor him al so he bad. 

And he bor of wurb blithe q glad. 

Or ban he wiste off werlde faren. 

He bad hise kindc to him charen. 490 

And seide qwat of him sulde ben. 

Ilali gast dede it him seen. 

Jn clene ending and ali lif. 

So he for let bis weildes st^if. 

Osep dede hise lich faire geren. 195 

Wassen and riche like smeren. 

And spice like swete smaken. 

And egipte folc him bi waken, 
xl. nigtes and .xl. daiges. 

swilc woren egipte lages. | 500 

first .ix. nigt de liches beben. |f. 481* 

And smeren and winden and bi q//rben. 

And waken is siben .xl. nigt. 

$0 men so deden be adden migt. 
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And ebrisse folc adden an kire. 

Nogt sone deluen it wiS yre. 

Oc wassen it and kepen it rigt. 

WiS vten smerles seuene. nigt. 

And siden smered .xxx. daiges. 
Cristene folc haueS oSer laiges. 

He ben smered Sor qz/iles he liuen. 
WiS crisme and olie in trewSe geuen. 
for trewSe and gode dedes mide. 

Son ben San al Sat wech dede. 

Sum on. sum. Src. sum .vii. nigt 
Sum .xxx. sum .xii. moneS. rigt. 

And Sum ernrilc wurSen ger. 

Sor qwiles Sat he wunen her. 
don for Se dede chirchegong. 
elmesse gifte and messe song. 

And Sat is* on Se weches stede. 

Wei him mai ben dat wel it dede 
Egipte folc aueS him waked, 
xl. nigt and feste maked. 

And hise sunes .xxx. daiges. 

Jn clene lif and ali /aiges. | 

So woren forS .x. wukes gon. 
gel adde jacob birigeles nym 
And pharaon king cam bode bi foren. 
Sat josep haueS his fader sworen. 

And he it hi;;/ gatte Sor he wel dede. 
And bad him nimen him feres mide. 
Wel wopnede men and wis of here, 
dat noman hem bi weie deren. 

Sat bere is led Sis folc is rad 
he foren abuten bi adad. 
ful seuene nigt he Se r abiden. 

And bimeniwg for iacob deden. 
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So longe he hauen SeSen numen. 

2I 3 

To flu m iurdon 'Sat he ben cumen. 

And ouc/' pharan til ebron. 

Sor is Sat lithe in biriele don. 

And josep in to egipte went. 

Wid al is folc ut wiS him [s]ent. 

540 

T T ise breSere comen hi m Sanne to. 

JL A And gunnen him bi seken alle so. 
vre fader he seiden or he was dead, 
vs he Sis bodewurd seigen bead. 

Hure sinne Su hi m forgiue. 

5*6 

WiS Sanne Sat we vnder Se liuen. 

Alle he fellen him Sor to fot. 

To beScn meSe and bedden oc. | 

550 

And he it for gaf hem mildelike. 

And luuede hem alle kindelike. 

* Lf- 49 r 

Osep an hundred ger was hold. 

And his kin wexen manige fold. 

He bad sibbe cumen him bi foren. 

Or he was ut of werlde boren. 

It sal q//aS he ben soS bi foren. 

C 555 

Sat god haS ure eldere swore n. 

He sal gu leden in his hond. 

HeSen to Sat hotene lond. 
for godes luue get bid ic gu 

Lested it Sanne hoteS it nu. 

360 

Sat mine bene ne be for loren. 

WiS gu ben mine bones boren. 

He it him gatten and wuiS he dead. 

God do Se soule seli red. 

Hise liche was spice like maked 

565 

And longe egipte like waked. 

And So biried hem bi foren. 

• And'siSen late of londe boren. 

57° 

• 

544. cut with a letter, apparently w, erased before it. 
catch -word. 

553- X"/} 
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^ Hise ot$rc breSere on and on. 

Worcn ybiried at el) ron. 

An her endede to ful in wis. 575 

fre boc fte is hoten genesis. # 

fte moyses fcurg godes red 
Wrot for lefful soules ned. | 

God schilde hise sowle fro helle bale. [f. 49 v 

(Se made it Sus on engel tale. 580 

And he ftat $ise lettres wrot. 

God him helpe wcli mot. 

And berge is sowle fro sorge *] grot. 

Of helle pine cold q hot. 

And alle men $e it heren welin. 585 

God leue hem in his blisse spilen. 

'Among engeles *] seli men. 

Wi#utcn ende in reste ben. 

And luue j pais us bi twen. 

And god so graunte amen atneN. 590 

XXIII. KENTISH SERMONS 

Sr; mo jn die epipbanie. [f. 128 v l 

C vm natus esset ihr^/zj- in betleem iude in diebr/j: 

herodis regis ecce mag\ ab oriente ueneruwt ierosoli- 
maw dicentes. Vbi es/ qui natus est rex iudeor um. 
5 C We redeth i po holi godespelle of te dai ase ure louerd godalmichti 
i bore was of ure lauedi sei;/te Marie i pe cite of bethleem. pel si 
sterre was seauinge of his beringe. swo apierede te ])0 prie kinges of 
hepenesse. to janes po sunne risindde. And al swo hi bikne\ye 
[f. 128 v 2 J his beringe bi po sterre. swo hi nomc;/ conseil be tuene 
10 hem pet hi wolden gon for to hync an uri. and J>ct hi wolden offri 
hinr gold* and stor and Mine. And al swo hi hedden aparailed here 
offrendes swo kam si sterre pel yede to for hem in to icrt/wlim. * pore 
hi spekc;/ to herodes and hym askcde. wer was sc king of gyus pet 
was i bore. And herodes ihcrde pet o king was ibore pet soide bi 
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king of geus. swo was michel anud. and alle hise men. for J>et he was 15 
of dred for to liese his king riohe of ierwalfm. po dede he somoni 
alle po wyse clerekes pet kupe pe laghe and hem askede wer crist 
solile bien i bore. HIP answerden pel ine \tiusa\em, for hit was swo 
i sc'd and be hote hwilcw hi po profetes. And al swo heiodes i herde 
pis. swo spac te po prie kinges. and hem seide. Gop ha seid* into 20 
bethleem and sechez pet child, and wanne ye hit habbeth hi funde swo 
an uret hit. and efter pet cometh to me. and hie ' Tr ille go and an uri 
Kit. [f. 129 1 1 ] pet ne seide he nocht herodes for pet he hit wolde 
on uri . J ac for pet he hit wolde slon. yef he hit michte finde. po 
kinges hem wenten and hi seghen po sterre pet yede bi fore hem. 25 
alwat hi kam over po liuse. war ure louerd was. and al swo hi hedder 
i fonden ure louerd . J swo bin an urede. and him offrede hire offrendes. 
Gold. and. stor. and Mirre. po nicht efter pet aperede an ongel of 
heuene in here slepe ine metinge and hem seide and het pet hi ne 
solde a yen wende be herodes. ac be an oper vveye wende into hire 30 
londes. CLordinges and Ieucdis pis is si glorius miracle, and si 
gtarius seywinge of ure lordes beringe. pet us telp pet holi godespel of 
te day. and ye muee wel under stonde be po speche of pe godspelle 
pet me sal to dai mor makie oifrinkc pan an opren dai. and per of us 
yeft ensample po prie kinges of hepenesse, pet comen fram verrene 35 
londes ure louerd [f. 129 rj to seche. and him makie offrinke. And 
be pe't' hi offrede gold, pet is amenable yeftte to kinge y seawede pet 
he was sothfast kink, and be pet hi offrede Ston pet me offrede wylern 
be po ialde laghe to here v godes' sacrefise y seawede pe he was verray 
prest. And be pet hi offrede Mirre. pet is biter ping, signefieth pet hi 40 
hedde be liaue pet he was diadlich. pet diath solde suffri for man ken. 

Nu ihierelh wet signefieth pet Gold. pet. Stor. pet Mine. And offre 
wc Gostliche to ure lorde. peY i offrede flesliche. pet Gold pet is 
bricht and glareth ine po brichtnesse of po sunne. signefieth pe gode 
beleaue. pet is bricht ine pe gode cristcnemannes herte. Si gode 45 
beleaue iicht and is bricht ine po herte of po gode Ma//ne ase gold. 
Offre we panne god almichti god gold. Be leue we stede fast liche. 
pet 'he is' fader and sune. and holy gost. is onlepi god. Wo so hath 
beleaue ino gode swo offreth him god gold [f. 129 v 1 ] pet Stor 
signefied gode werkes. for ase se smech of pe store wanne hit is i do 50 
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■"into pe ueree and goth upward to po heuene and to godc ward Swo 
amuntet si gode biddinge to gode of po herte of po gode cristenemawne. 
Swo we mowe sigge pet stor signefieth pe herte. and se smech luue of 
gode. B\ 'pet' Mirre J»at is biter. a;/d be po # biternesse defendet pet 
55 Cors pet is mide i smered. J>et no werm nel cowme i hende signefiet 
po gode werkes pet is biter to ]x> yemernesse of ure flesce. Si Mint 
signefiet uastinge. for po luue of gode wakie. go ine pelrimage. uisiti pe 
poure. and to sike. and to do alle pe gode pet me may do for godes luue. 
po ilke pinges so bieth bitere to po wrichede flessce. Ac al so si mirre 
6o loket pet bodi pet no werm ne may per i hende come f so us defendet 
po ileke pinges fram senne. and fram pe amonestemewt of po dieule 
pet ha ne may us mis do. Lordinges nu ye habbet i herd po signe- 
fia//ce of po offringes p>et maden [f. 129 v’] po prie kinges of 
hepenesse to gode. hye habbet to gode v i offred' of yure selure. and of 
65 yure erpiiche godes. Ne ne offreth him nacht onlepiliche to day. at 
alle po daies i po yere gostliche. Gold, and Stor. and Mirre. ase hie 
habbe i told. Gold ? fore Gode belaue. Stor . J for holy urisun. 
Mirre. for gode werkes. pet bieth po offringes. pet ure louerd be sekep 
auerichedaye po cristenemawne. and werefore se xpistewmaw yef has 
70 dep . J ofseruet po blisce of heuene. And ihr.ru crist pet for us wolde 
an erpe bi bore. awd anured of po prie kinges of painime he yeu e] 
us his grace of po holi gost in ure hertes wer bi we moue hatie po ileke 
pinges pet he hatedh. and lete po ileke pinges pat he for biet. and 
luuie po ilek pinkes pat be luued. aiuk do po ilek pinges pat he hoot. 
75 ine him so bileue and bidde a;/d ^rui. pet we mowe habbe po blisce 
of heucriche. Qtf<?d uobis p rest arc &igneiur p er. 

D^wmijca] sccwtda, post octav<?w epiphanie. Srrmo eu^n. 

N uptie ia c/c su;/t in chana [f. 130 r 1 ] galilee. 3 crat mahv 
ih esu ibi. Vocatus est au fern ihr,n/s ad nuptias 3 
So discipuli eius. C pet holi godspel of to day us telp. pet a bredale 
was i maked ine po londe of ien/j^lrm. in ane cite pat was i cleped 
Cane in pa time pat godes sune yede in erpe flesliche. 'ac< To pa brp.dale 

• 

53. After stor, c erased. 5^. /> 7 ] Li MS. 64. i offred on margin. 

71. ycuus MS. 82. Jlcsliche ac. To MS. 
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was ure leuedi sei«le ]\Iarie. and ure louerd ihejv/j cri$; and hise 
deciples. so iuel auenture pet wyn failede. at f>ise b: edale. po seide 
ure leuedi seinte Marie, to here sune. hi ne habbet no wyn. And ure 83 
louerd answerde and s$de to hire. Wat be longeth hit to me oper to 
pe wyman. Nu ne dorste hi namore sigge. ure lauedi. Hac hye spac 
to po Serganz pet seruede of po wyne. and hem seyde. al pet he hot- 
yu do so do]?. And ure louerd clepede pe serganz a«d seyd rt to 
hem. ffol vellet ha seyde. pos ydres. pet is to sigge pos Crdos. oper 9° 
pos fate« of watere. for per were. vi. ydres of stone, pet ware i clepede 
bapieres wer po gi^ hem wesse for clenesse. and for religiun. Ase 
pe custome [f. 130 r 2 j was ine po time, po serganz uuluelden po faten 
of watere and hasteliche was i wenL into wyne. bie po wille of ure 
louerde. po seide ure lord, to po serganz. Moveth to gkkre and 95 
bereth to Architriclin. pat was se pet ferst was iserued. ^\nd also 
hedde i drunke of pise wyne pet ure louerd hedde : mnl ed of pe 
watere / ha niste nocht pe miracle, ac J>o serganz wel hit wiste. J>et 
hedde pet water i brocht. po seide Architr/clin to po bredgume. 
Oper men seyde he dop forp J?et beste wyn pet hi habbep ferst at 100 
here bredale. and pu hest ido pe contone p'e't pu hest i hialde pet 
beste wyn wath nu f pis was pe eommeneement of po miracles of ure 
loruerde pet he made flesliche in erpe. and 'po' beleuede on him J his 

deciples. Ine sigge nacht pet hi ne hedden per before ine him 

beliaue ac fore v pe' miracle pet hi seghe was here beliaue pe more 105 
i strewgped. Nu ye habbep i herd pe Miracle, nu iherep pe signe- 
fiance. pet water bitockned se euele xpistenema//. [f. 130 V 1 ] for 
al so pet water is natureliche schald and a kelp alle po pet hit drinkep . J 
so is se euele xpisteman chald of po Tune of Gode. for po euele 

werkes pet hi dop. Ase so is Lecherie. spusbreche. Roberie. no 

Manslechter. husberners. bakbiteres. and alle opre euele deden. 
purch wyche pinkes man of serueth pet fer of belle. Ase godes oghc 
mudh hit seid. and alle po signefied pet water.*' pet purch yemrre 
werkes. oper purch yemcr i wil liesed po bliscc of lieuene. pet wyn pat 
is naturelliche hot ine him selue and an bet alle po pet hit drir.ked 115 
be tolled alle po pet bied an heet of pe luuc of ure iorde. Nu 
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lordinges ure lord god almichti. pat hwylem in one stede. and inc 
one time flesliche makede of watire wyn . J yet ha bbz)p manitime 
maked of watere wyn . J gostliche. wanne purch his grace vnaked of 
120 po euele manne good man. of pe orgeilus umWe. of pe lechur chaste, 
of pe nipinge [f. 130 v 5 ] large, and of alle opre folies . J so ha maket of 
]x> watere wyn. pis his si signefiance of pe miracle. Nu loke euerich 
man toward him seluen. yef he is win .*' pet is to siggen yef he is 
an heet of po luue of godc. oper yef he is water. pet is yef pu art chold 
1 25 of godes luue. yef pu art euel man besech ure lorde pet he do ine pe 
his uertu. J>et ha pe wende of euele into gode. and J>et he do pe do 
swiche werkes pet pu mote habbe po blisce of heuene. Q uod UtfbzL 
pr^j/are di gnelur. 

Dominica tercia post oct avam o\)iphanic. 

130 /^vm desceircliss*/ ihfjzAr de monte, secute su/zt cum 
Vw/ turbe multe. *Et eccc leprosus ueniens adorabat eu m 
dicens. Domine si uis. J potcs me muzzdare. C pet holi 
godspel of to dai us telp. pet ure lord ilk?.w$ crist. ase he hedde iyue 
po ncwc laghe. in one montayne. and hedde imaked pet formeste 
135 sarmun pet euerte made in erpc.** suo him folgede michel folk. Swo 
kam a leprus. a sikman and onurede him and seyde. Lord. [f. 131 r 1 ] 
lord ha seide yef pu wilt , J pu me micht wel makie hool of mine lepre. 
of mine euele. And ure lord him j»eide and spmlde his bond, and 
tok his lepre . J hie wille seide u*£~~ lord pet pu bi clensed. and al so 
140 rape he was i warisd of his maladit*. Nu lordinges pis is pe miracle 
pet pet godspel of te dai us telp. ac great is pe tokniz/gge. Se leprus 
signefiez po senuullc men, si lepre po sez/nez/. pet scab bi tokned po 
litle sez/nen. si lepre be tokned po grete sennen pet biedh diadliche. 
Ase so is lecherie. spusbrcche. Gauelinge. Roberie. pefte. Glutunie. 
145 drunkenesse. and alle po sennen purch wiche me liest po luue of gode 
almichti and of alle his haleghen. purch SVab nis nacht man and 
wyman desciurd fram mazmes fclarede. Ne for po litle sennen. pet 
noman hine ne mai loki. nis noon deseurd parducableliche, fram 
gode ne fram holi chereche. for lepre is man deseurd of po co m~ 

118. hade p M.S. 123. he he is win MS. 
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painie of gode and of alle his angles. pat is to sigge for diadliche 150 
senne. [f. 13 1 r 2 ] Nil ye habbet i herd pe miracle and wet hit 
be tokned. Nu loke we yef we biep clene of pise lepre. J>at is to 
higgen of diadliche seifhe. Se [leprus] liest pe felarede of oper men 
for se pet slerft inne diadliche senne.*' so for liest pe cowpainie of 
gode. And yef ye biej> clene . J lokep pet ye ne falle nocht. pet ye ne 155 
bie deseuerd fram pe felarede of gode almichti. purch none eacle 
werkes purch none euele i wil. And yef ve biep leprifj purch diadliche 
senne. greded gode Merci . J pet po leprus yaf helpe ine bodie . J pet 
he us yeue gostliche helpe. in ure saule. Ccmep to srifte for leted 
yure sennen and per of biep a soiled, panne sol lie habbe po helpe of 160 
heuene. pat is lif with uten ende. Q/'^d uobfj. pr^j/are 
(Ugnefur. per. 

Dominica quarta post octavarn etpiphavie. 

A scendente iheju \n nauiculam. secuti siiwt euw discipuli 
eius. Et ecce motus factus est magnwj* {?> mari. Ita 165 
ut nauicula operweUir fluctibwj. Erat au tern illis.* 1 uentwj 
c<?;/trarius. [f. 131 v 1 ] We redeth i pe holi godspelle of to dai 
pat ure lord ihwu erfst yede one time in to ane ssipe and ise deciples 
mid him into pe see. And so hi were i n po ssipe so a ros a great 
tewpeste. of winde. And ure lord was ileid him don to slepe. ine po 170 
ssipe. er pane pis tempeste a roos. Hisc deciples liedde gr<?t drede of 
pise tewpeste. so a wakede hine. and seiden to him. lord saue us . J for 
we prrisset. And ha wiste wel pet hi ne hadde nocht gode beleaue 
ine him . J po seide to hem. wat dret yw folk of litle beliaue. po a ros 
up ure lord and tok pane wynd and to see/ and also rape hit was 175 

stille. And alse po men pet weren in po ssipe heddc i seglie po 

miracle so awondrede hem michel. pis is si vaire miracle pet pet 
godspel of te day us lelp. pere fore sal liurc be liaue bie pe betere 
astrengped. Ine swiche loide pet siche miracle mai do and dop wanne 
he wile. Ac hit is us nyedc pet se pet sucurede hew ine pa poril / pet 180 

us sucuri ine [f. 13 1 v 2 ] ure niedes. pet we clepie to him pet ha us 

helpe.* and he hit wille do blepeliche. yef we him bisccheth merci mid 
good iwille.also himselucn seilli bi pe holi writes. Salus p0p//li 
ego buw. 3 cetera. I lie am ha seip heleie of pe folke. wanne 
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185 hi to me clepiedh ine hire sorghen. and ine hire niedes hie hi sucuri 
and beneme hem al here euel vvithute ende. Grede we to him 
merci sikerliche. yef se deuel us wille a cuwbri purch senne. purch 
prede oper purch an vie. oper purh wrepe. opes; purch oper manere of 
diadliche senne grede we to him Merci. and sigge we him lord sauue 
190 us pet we ne p^rissi. and pet he us deliuri of alle eueles. and pet ha 
yef us swiche werkes to done in pise wordle pet po saulen of us 
mote bien isauued a domes dai. and gon to po blisce of heuene. 
Qttfld ipje pr^/are d ignetur* 

Dtfw/nica In sexagesima. S^rmo. 
uj 5 Olmile est regnuw celoruw ho minx patrz'familias. qui 
exijt pr/mo mane c^wducere op^rarios in uineam 
suam. 

[f. X 3 2 r 1 ] C T.T ure lord godalmichti to us spekep ine po Iioli 
i 1 godespelle of te day. and us seaweth one 
200 forbisne. pet yef we uilleth don his seruise. pe't' we sollen habbe 
po mede wel griat ine heuene. For so seyth ure lord ine po godspelle 
of to dai. pet on goodman was. pat ferst uut yede bi pe Moreghen 
for to here werkmen in to his wiwyarde. for ane peny of forewerde. 
and al so he hedde i mad pise forewerde y so ha sente hi into his wyn- 
205 yarde. so ha dede at undre;/ and at midday al so. po pat hit was 
a yen pan euen y so ha ka m into pe Marcatte. so he fond werkmen 
pet were idel. po seyde he to hem.^TWee bie ye idel / and hie answer- 
den / and seyde. lord y for we 'ne' fonden te dai pat us herde. Go}? 
nu ha seide se godeman into mine wynyarde y and hie pat richt is 
210 yu sal yeue. pos yede into pise wynyarde. mid po opre. po pet hi wel 
euen. po seide pe lord to his sergant. Clepe po werkmen a«d yeld 
hem here trauail. and a gyn to hem pat comen last, and go al to po 
ferste. yef euefT. J32r 8 ]riche of hem ane pen} 7 . Se sergant dede 
pes lordes co///ma»dem^;/t. so paide po werkmen and yaf euerich ane 
215 peny. And so hi seghen po pet bi pe Morghen waren i comen. pet 
hi pet waren last i cume. Heddew here euerich ane peny . J po we»den 
hi more habbe y po gruchchede hi a menges hem. and seyden.* pos 
laste on ure habbep i travailed, and pu his makest velaghes to us. pe*t 
habbeth al deai i bye ine pine wynyarde. and habbetp i poled pe berdene 
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of po pine, and of po hete of al po daie. bo ansuerede se gode man 220 
to on of hem. Frend ha seide ine do pe noon unncht Wat for 
pb/gketh pat hie do min i vvil / az/d also ure lord hedde itold pise 
forbisne.*' so he seide efterward. so sulle po uerste bie last ^ and po 
Iasie ferst. Fele biep iclepede.*' ac feaue biep icornee. Nu iherep 
pe signefiance. pcs godeman be tockneb godalmichti ure lord. Se 225 
vvinyard be tocknep. pe seruise of ure lorde. pe werkmen. be lockiiep 
alle po pet dop cristes seruise. [f. if* 2 v 1 ] bo tides of po daie. J betok- 
nep pe time of pis world. Bie pe Morghen iherde ure lord werkmen 
in to his winyarde. po ha sente pe patnarches. ate beginmge of pis 
wordl. ine is seruise. pet purch gode beleauee him seruedc. and seden 230 
his techizzge to alle po pet hi hedden hit to siggen. Al so at undren. 
and at midday. i herede he werkmen into is winyarde. po ha sente be 
po time pet Moyses was azzd aaro and i pe time of his # p/(?phetes 
dede he mani god man i;zto his seruise . J pet purch^i. >e luae to him 
helden. and deden his seruise. To yenes pa;/*euen / godalmichti 235 
i hierde werkmen in to his winyarde. po pat he alast of pis wordle 
naam fles and blod ine pe Maidene sebzte Marie, and seauede ine pis 
world, po fond he Men. pet al day hedden ibe idel. Werefore he 
fond pet hepen folk pet be po time pet was i go hedden i be ut of 
godes beliaue. and of his luue. and of his seruise. Hi ne hedden 240 
nocht ibe idel [f. 132 v 2 ] for to done po deueles werkes. Ac perefore 
seith pet godspel pet hedden i be idel . J po pet hi nedden hi leued ane 
god almichti. ne him louie ne hi;// semi. For al pat is ine pis wordle. 
pet man is. bote yef ha luuie godalmichti. and hi;// serui . J al hit him 
may pez/che for lore and idclnesse. po aresunede ure lord pe paens 2.15 
be ise apostles, vre fore hi hedde;/ i be so longe idel. po pet hi nc 
hedden i be in his seruise . J po ansuerden pe pae//s pet non ne 
hedden i herd hij. pet is to sigge pet hi ne hedden neuer te i hee[r]d 
pr/?ph^/e ne a postle ne prechur. pet hem seaude ne hem tachte hu 
i solden ine gode beleue ne him serui. Cop a seide ure lord inte mine 250 
winyarde. pet is inte mine beleaue. and hie yw sal yeue yure peni pet 
is heueriche blisce. po hepen men yeden be pa daghen into cristes 
seruise . J and we pet of hem biep i cume. and habbep cristendom 
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uiffler fonge biej? i entred in to cristes seruise )?ere fore we sollen 
255 habbe ure peni ]?et is f?e blisce of heuene. [f. 133 r 1 ] also wel ase 
]?o )?et comen bi )?e Morghen. for al so we hopie]? for te habbe heue- 
riche blisce . J ase }?o patmrches and ]?o pr^phc/es. and |?o apostles and 
j>o gode men J>et hwile/« ine )?is world godalmichti s^rueden. So as 
we habej) iseid of diucrs wordles. f>et god almichti dede werkmen 
260 into his winyarde . J so we mowe sigge of ]x) elde of eueriche me;/. 
For godalmichti de)? werkmen into his winyarde bi )?e Morghen. 
Wanne ha clepe)? of swiche ]?er biej> into his seruise ine here child- 
hede. Wanne hi of ]?is world wende}?. beswo ]?et hi ne be ine no 
diadlich senne. At undren ha sent men in to his winyarde. J>et a 
265 turne]? into his seruise. of age of man. At Middai wanne ]?o dai is 
al)>er hotestd betokned )?o men of ,xxx fi . wyntre. o]?er of furti. for )>e 
nature of ,Man is of greater stre//g]?e and of greater hete ine }?o age. 
Se euen bi tocki\gJ?. elde of Man. ]?ct is se ende of ]?e liue. Vie lord 
de]? werkmen into^s winyarde a genes ]?o e[f. i33r 2 Juen. J Wanne 
270 fele ine here elde wende}? ut of here senne in to cristes seruise. As so 
solle hi habbe \o blisce of heuene . J ase ]x) J>et ferst comen into }?e 
winyyarde. Nocht for ]?an for }?ise griate bunte J>et ure iord yef)? ne 
solde no man targi for to wende to godalmichti ne him to serui. for al 
so seid J>et holi writ Jxit no;/ ne wot )?ane dai of his dia)?e. for Man 
275 mai longe liues wene and ofte him Jeghej? se wrench. Nu gode men 
ye habbe]? i herd j?et godspel and }?e forbisne. Nu loke)? yef ye bie|? 
with inne ]x> winyarde. )?et is J?et >fy e biej? ine godes seruise yef ye 
bie}? with ute diadliche senne yef ye hatied }?at he hate]?, yef ye luuiej? 
j?et he luue]?. and do)? ]?et he hot. and but ye do ye bie]? hut of his 
280 winyarde. ]>e is ut of his seruise. and ye do]? ]?et ure lord hoot, so ye 
of serue]? ]?ane peni. ]?et v is' heueriche blisce. ye ofsmie]? }?et good )?et 
noon herte ne may i]?enche ne noon yare ihere ne tunge telle. 
j?o blisce }?et god [f. 133 v 1 ] halt alle ]?o )>et hine luuie}?. ]?ider lord 
grand us to cumene. Quot 1 ipse prepare dignct/zr. p n\ 
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